First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

November 24, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Reign of Christ Sunday

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. Aswe enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Now Thank We All Our God
Words of Welcome

Johann Sebastian Bach

Moment for Mission Meals on Wheels Leslie Trier

Song of Gathering DIX
Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!
Great your wonders here displayed,
unexcelled throughout our days.

Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

Call to Worship
God 1s our God,
And we are God’s people.
God writes God’s word in our hearts,
So that we truly know God.
God forgives all our sins,
And remembers them no more.

*Hymn 551

*Call to Confession

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

*Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide,
and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name,
what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us
a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we
cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed;
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and
image through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Despite the familiar
Thanksgiving associa-
tions, Come, Ye
Thankful People,

Come recalls the
harvest imagery Jesus
used to describe the
fulfillment of God’s
sovereignty. The tune
name comes from the
royal chapel where the
composer was organist
for forty-seven years.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - 2nd Grade, are
invited to Children’s
Church held in the
Children’s Ministry Suite
on the first floor.

Lay Reader:
11:00: Carol McKay

The anthem is an adap-
tation by Hal Hopson
from J.S. Bach’s Cantata
79. The chorale Now
Thank We All Our God
was written by pastor
Martin Rinkart as a table
blessing for his family
to use at home during
the difficult time of the
Thirty Years' War.

Each stanza of Rejoice,
the Lord Is King pre-
pares for the final line
of the refrain, based on
Philippians 4:4. The
late 18th-century tune
was first used with
Psalm 148.

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Luke 22:19-20, page 963
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 a.m. Anthem Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices.
Who, from our mother’s arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Second Lesson Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34, page 726
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon The New Covenant Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 155 Rejoice, the Lord Is King

* Affirmation of Faith Excerpts from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

DARWALL'S 148TH

We trustin God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally
in God’s image male and female, of every race and people, to
live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide
from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate
the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In
everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant
people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God
delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving
us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a
mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who
runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. (cont.)



With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing
in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory  Now Thank We All Our God ~ Georg Friedrich Kaufmann

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
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You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you _for

your generosity.

Let All Things Now Living

is a North American text
written for an easy folk
melody from England
and Wales. It bears
resemblance to Palm 148
and the canticle “Bless
the Lord, all you works
of the Lord.”

*Hymn 554 Let All Things Now Living ASH GROVE

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response Hymn 555, stanza 3
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given.

The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

Postlude

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Final from Symphony 1 Louis Vierne

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Children, Pre K — 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Thornwell Offering

Your gift will help prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy
communities in the name of Jesus Christ. Begun as an orphanage in Clinton, SC, Thornwell now
has multi-faceted programs to help children including foster care, residential care, family services,
and child development services. Please make your check to FPC with “Thornwell” noted on the
bottom, or go to firstpresathens.org/giving (please select “Thornwell” under “Select a Fund”).
Thanks to the generosity of a friend of Thornwell, this year, whatever is given to Thornwell will
be matched dollar for dollar! Please give generously!



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS NOVEMBER FLOWER TEAM
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor Susan Ferguson (chair), Susan Barrett,
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate Amy Cowsert, Page Pate, Jennifer Trapnell
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Lay Readers Aiden Dowling
11:00 a.m. Carol McKay
TO AID IN WORSHIP
USHERS If you need to leave the sanctuary during
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), the service, a live video feed is available in the
Mary Peace Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
Steve Covington, Ed Ferguson * Personal hearing receivers usable
GREETERS anywhere in the sanctuary .
8:45 a.m. Diane Hartzell * Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN * Sermons from the previous six weeks
Bryan Owens
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
FLOWERS Prayer requests can be submitted to the church

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
of God and in memory of the Gunn family by  link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
Page and Randy Pate. or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Casa de Amistad Christmas Gift Cards

Help aid low income Latino and Hispanic families through Casa de Amistad. Donations will be used to
provide $50 gift cards to families for holiday gifts, food, etc. Please make your check to First Presbyterian
Church and note “Casa Christmas” in memo line - or give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving (please
select “General Fund” under “Select a Fund,” and in the optional memo write “Casa Christmas”).
Please send gifts by today, November 24. Thank you for your generosity!

Food Sunday and Can-a-thon Day

You may bring donations of cold breakfast cereals and snacks (chips, cookies, crackers,
granola/fruit/cereal bars, dried fruits, nuts) to church on Sunday, December 1. You may
also bring items to the church office until noon on Wednesday, November 27 (church office
will be closed on Thursday and Friday). Our neighbors in need are very grateful for your donations!

The Athens Area Emergency Food Bank will host their annual Can-a-thon event on Friday,
December 6. They are in need of many volunteers that day. Work will begin at 9:00 a.m. and go
until finished, usually sometime around 4:00 p.m. If you would like to volunteer for one or more
hours, please e-mail Kim Ramos at aactb@bellsouth.net.

Holiday Meals on Wheels

Every Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day volunteers from First Presbyterian
Church deliver nutritional meals to homebound seniors. FPC also pays for the meals on these three
days. The cost is generally around $1,500. Volunteers meet at the Athens Community Council on
Aging at 135 Hoyt St. at 10:00 a.m. The routes take 30 minutes to an hour to complete.

Thank you to all who volunteered to deliver meals on Thanksgiving! We still have a few spots
open on Christmas and New Year’s Day. If you are interested in delivering meals, please contact
John Turner at johnlovickturner@yahoo.com. Since this is a popular family event, please be sure
to sign up early. Donations can be made by writing a check to FPC (noted “MOW?”) or give
online at firstpresathens.org/giving and select “Meals on Wheels” under “Select a fund.”



THIS WEEK

Sunday, November 24 - Thornwell Offering
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium

Monday, November 25
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal, Handbell Choir Room

Tuesday, November 26
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls 1, Parlor

Wednesday, November 27 - Church Office Closed at Noon
Thursday, November 28 - Friday, November 29 - Church Office Closed

Sunday, December 1 - First Sunday in Advent, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Reverend Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
4:00 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
4:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:50 p.m.  Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group & Dinner, Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m.  High School Youth Dinner oft-site, Clocked!

Live Nativity
Tuesday, December 3, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Join Weekday School families and friends for our 13th Annual Live Nativity from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 3. We will be in the Dougherty Street parking deck. Guitarist Bob
Burton, FPC Handbell Choir, and special guests will provide live music. WDS teachers will be
in the rooms to help children and parents make a Christmas ornament to take home! Hot cocoa
will be available for all to enjoy! Come celebrate the birth of our savior and experience the hands
on story of the Christ Child! Anyone interested in participating as a character (no lines) or in
set-up or clean-up, please contact Elaine Johnson at (706) 206-8180.

30th Holiday Benevolence Market
December 8, noon-3:00 p.m., Covenant Presbyterian Church

Hosted by Covenant Presbyterian Church (1065 Gaines School Road, Athens, GA. 30605), choose
meaningful and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists of 30+ non-profit mission partners. This market
is specifically designed to share the vision and work of the incredible non-profit organizations all over
Athens doing amazing work. It is also designed for teaching our children and grandchildren about
how simple acts of generosity can make such a great impact and how we are blessed to be a blessing.

To volunteer or donate homemade cookies and treats, please sign up at tinyurl.com/HBM2024Volunteer.
For more information and questions, please contact Rev. Amy Baer at abaer@covpresathens.org.

Salvation Army Angel Tree and Bell Ringing

Thank you for being an “angel” this year by purchasing all of the angels posted in Fellowship
Hall. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and will mean so much to the children. Please bring
your gifts to church by Sunday, December 8, or to the church office by Friday, December 6.

We still have a few spots open for bell ringers. If you would like to volunteer to ring the bell at
‘Walmart on Epps Bridge on December 14, please sign up at the table in Fellowship Hall.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
each week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

Our goal is to create joy through art, food, music,
prayer, scripture, class-led discussion, community,
purple open-mindedness, and inclusion. Books to be
read and discussed this year include Falling Upward,
by Richard Rohr, and more!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will continue with their
study and discussion of Understanding the Old Testament,
led by Robert Miller, professor at Catholic University.

Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

ST, GEORGE'S WINDSOR 7777 D
Henry Alford, 1844; alt. George Job Elvey, 1859
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1. Come, ve thank-ful  peo - ple, come, Raise the song of  har-vest home:
2. Al theworld is  God’sown field, Fruit un - to God’s praise to yield;
3. For the Lord our God shallcome, And shall take the  har - vest home;
4. B - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come To Thy fi - nal har-vest home;
| N i PN I . @
G e e e ! & —T———
A F == =2 =
0 TR ; : I
1 L 1 1 K I ] | 1
1 iy | | I L
= | | & i ] ] § ' ] i
) . v _r, ], 3 £ ¢ & i—‘ﬁ ft
All is safe - ly gath - ered In, Lre the win-ter stormsbe - gin
Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, Un -to joy or  sor-r1ow grown,
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God, our Mak - er, doth pro - vide For our wants to be sup - plied:
First the blade, and then the ear, Then the full corn shall ap - pearn
Give the an - gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There for-ev - er pu - 1i - fied, In  Thypres-ence to a - bide:
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Come to God’sown tem - ple, come, Raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we  Whole-some grainand puremay be.
But  the fruit-ful ears to store In God’s gar -ner v - er - more,
Come, with all Thine an - gels,come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.
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Rejoice, the Lord Is King

Charles Wesley, 1746

DARWALL'S 148TH

6.6.6.0.8.8

John Darwall, 1770
Desc. Sidney Hugo Nicholson {1875-1947)
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Let All Things Now Living

6.6.11.6.611 D

ASH GROVE

Katherine K. Davis, 1939; alt.

Welsh folk melody
Harm. Gerald H, Knight (1908-1979)
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Harmony
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Curass oF 2025 Crass OF 2026 Curass oF 2027
Shannon Brooks Lindsay Griffeth Susan Baldwin
Phyllis Crowell Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell
Denise Horton Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert
Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim
Sharon Neft Jeffrey Trapnell Jay Holloway
Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt Tom Lane
Randy Riner John Turner Joan Pinson
Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




