A Festival of Lessons e Carols

Sunday, December 15, 2024
11:00 a.m.
Third Sunday of Advent

First Presbyterian Church
of Athens




GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell phone.
The nursery is available downstairs during both services for children birth to age four. Children are invited to remain
in the sanctuary for this special service. Children’s Church will resume next Sunday, December 22.

Greeting
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude In dulci jubilo: Partita James Vivian
Words of Welcome

Moment for Mission Christmas Joy Offering

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Murray Family

Congregational Response VENIEMMANUEL
O come, thou Key of David come, and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Hymn insert Onmnce in Royal David’s City IRBY

Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

First Lesson Genesis 3:8-19 Adam and Eve disobey God
*Hymn 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENIEMMANUEL
Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18 God’s promise to Abraham
Carol An Advent Processional Donald Pearson

Refrain: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.

Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.

Come thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin birth:

Let every age adoring fall such birth befits the God of all. Refrain

Begotten of no human will, but of the Spirit thou art still,

The word of God in flesh arrayed, the promised fruit to us displayed.

The virgin womb that burden gained with virgin honor all unstained,;

The banners there of virtue glow; God in his temple dwells below. Refrain
Forth from his chamber goeth he, that royal home of purity.

A giant in two-fold substance one, rejoicing now his course to run.

From God the Father he proceeds. To God the Father back he speeds:

His course he runs to death and hell, returning on the God’s throne to dwell. Refrain
O equal to thy Father, thou! Gird on thy fleshly mantle now;

The weakness of our mortal state with deathless might invigorate.

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright and darkness breathe a newer light,
Where endless faith shall shine serene, and twilight never intervene. Refrain
Alllaud, eternal Son, to thee whose advent sets thy people free,

‘Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Ghost for evermore. Refrain

Third Lesson [saiah 9:2, 6-7 A great light in the darkness
*Hymn 40 Joy to the World! ANTIOCH
Fourth Lesson [saiah 11:1-9 A little child will lead them
Carol Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming Dale Adelmann

Lo, how a rose ¢’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. (cont.)

*Those who are able may stand.



It came a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter,

when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind,

with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,

when half spent was the night.

O flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.

True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-35, 38 An angel appears to Mary
*Hymn 27 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child ~ TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1-7 Mary gives birth in Bethlehem
*Hymn 43 O Little Town of Bethlehem FOREST GREEN
Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 Angels announce the Messiah
Carol In dulci jubilo Michael Bedford

In dulci jubilo let us our homage shew; our heart’s joy reclineth in praesepio

and like a bright star shineth, matris in gremio. Alpha es et O, alpha es et O.

O Jesu parvule! 1 yearn for thee alway! Hear me, I beseech thee, O Puer optime!

My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps Gloriae! Trahe me post te! Trahe me post te!

O Patris caritas, O Nati, lenitas! Decply were we stained per nostra crimina;

but thou hast for us gained coelorum gaudia. O that we were there! O that we were there!
Ubi sunt gaudia? O where, if that they be not there? There are angels singing nova cantica,
there the bells are ringing in Regis curia: O that we were there, O that we were there.

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 Magi come from the East
*Hymn 53 What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES
Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14 And the word became flesh
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings EI-_ EI
You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your estimate of giving through your bank, or P
donate online using this QR code or at firstpresathens.org/giving. Thank you for your generosity. ﬁi.h_. __E
Offertory Carol What Strangers Are These Dan Forrest

‘What strangers are these that wander through the town? Hush, ’tis Joseph and weary Mary.
And what does he seck so hopeless and in vain? He is secking shelter for Mary.

For she is the blest and chosen of the Lord, who will bear to us a goodly King.

And who is this King of whom ye proudly sing? Know ye not the Christ, Jesus the Savior?
‘What wee bairn is this that in the manger lies? Hush, ’tis Jesus Christ, Son of Mary.

Say what fair maid is this whose joy is mixed with awe? O ’tis Mary, mother of Jesus.

O these are the shepherds and these the magi kings who have brought him their gifts of gold a myrrh.
But why kneel in homage here before the babe? They adore their King, Jesus the Savior.

‘Who are these that march from death unto life? These are they who love Jesus the Christ child.
And how do they triumph o’er the gates of hell? Through the grace of him, Jesus the Savior.
He is born to redeem us all from sin and strife, to bring peace, joy, love and charity.

O where shall I find him? Where shall I seck? He is here and now, Jesus the Savior.

*Hymn 31 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN
*Blessing and Charge
*Postlude Toccata on Antioch Craig Phillips

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Musicians:

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Percussion

Ms. Martha Clay, Handbells

Ms. Emily Elmore, Flute

Readers:

Stella Crim, St. Andrews Choir

Declan Brooks, Celebration Singers Choir

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

Chuck Toney, Generosity Team

Dan Nadenicek, Matthew 25 Commission

Hannah Knight, Interim Director of Children and
Youth Ministries

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Steve Covington, Ethelyn Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN

Paulo Santos

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGERS
Aiden Dowling, Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and online on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium

and through the glass door.

o

Poinsettia Dedication

If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order
by tomorrow, December 16. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay
online (please go to tinyurl.com/FPCAPoinsettia or click on the link posted in the church
website under FPC News & Updates for more instructions), mail it with a check to the
church oftice, or contact the church at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with
your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the December 22 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

g

In Honor of

Given by




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING OFFERING ENVELOPES
OnDecember 22, we will have the opportunity I you would like to have offering envelopes
to join with congregations from around the for 2025, please e-mail Jennifer Adams at
United States and give to our annual Christmas jadams@firstpresathens or call the church
Joy Offering which will help support past, office at 706-543-4338 by December 27.
present, and future leaders in the Presbyterian

Church. Please give generously.

Season of Wonder@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities

Holiday Benevolence Market — thank you to all who attended the HBM in person at Covenant
Presbyterian Church last Sunday. If you were not able to attend, you can still choose meaningful
and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists of 30+ non-profit mission partners by December 31. You
can find printed lists in the Atrium, church office, or online at tinyurl.com/HBMkt2024.

Holiday Meals on Wheels — help cover the cost of one or more meals on Christmas or New Year’s
Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31. Thank you to all who volunteered to
deliver meals on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. If you are interested in being a
backup driver to deliver meals, please contact John Turner at johnlovickturner@yahoo.com.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

Service of the Longest Night
Thursday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Ly A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve: ‘2

Tuesday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)

Please bring a box of diapers (infant or adult) to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank.
We will receive an offering to support Jubilee Partners.

ease note that all children are invited to take part on worship on Christmas Eve. Childcare will be provide
Dl hat all child nvited to take p hip on Chri Eve. Child 1l be provided
™ between 3:30-7:30 p.m. We will livestream 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services on Facebook and YouTisbe. B




THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent, Festival of Lessons and Carols
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Festival of Lessons and Carols
9:45a.m.  Intergenerational Sunday School Christmas Social, Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Fellowship Refreshments
12:00 p.m.  Nominations & Elections Committee Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
5:30 p.m.  Youth Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, December 16
2:00 p.m.  Lay Caller Meeting Hybrid, Staff Conference Room

Tuesday, December 17
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, December 18
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, December 19
5:30 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
7:00 p.m.  Service of the Longest Night, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Fellowship Refreshments

LOOKING AHEAD

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services:
4:00 p.m. (Family Service),
6:00 and 8:00 p.m. (Candlelight Services), Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

December 25 - Meals on Wheels Delivery
December 29 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
January 1 - New Year’s Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery

January 5 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., Dr. Ryan Baer preaching



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
each week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seck
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

The New Voices class is a discussion based class
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside,
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study
God’s holy word with us!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and
discussion of the course Jesus and His Jewish Influences,
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



Once in Royal David’s City
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Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;

Text: Ceal Francis Alexander, 18348

T

when like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

Music: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849; harm. Arthur Henry Mann, 1919



9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL LM with refrain

Latin, ¢. 12th century

Stanzas 1-2 trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854 Adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1854
Stanza 3 trans. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916 Accomp. John Weaver, 1988
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Joy to the World!

ANTIOCH  CM with repeat

Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.
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Attr, George Frederick Handel, 1742
Arr. Towell Mason, 1836
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1. Joy to the worldl the Lord is come: Let earth re -
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Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM

7676 D

27

Piae Cantiones, 1582

Arr. Brnest C. MacMillan, 1930

{) H | | r I 1 H ;
P S ] | ] I | i i L f I 1
P W L5 | 1 | 1 H = ‘ % JI i ,iE —
] I &
z i—r € i—— -
1. Gen-tle Ma-ry laid her child Low-ly in a man - ger;
2. An-gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise men sought and found Him;
3. Gen-tle Ma-1y  laid her child Low-ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the un - de - filed, To the world a stran - ger.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly  forth, Glo-ry all a round  Him.
He is still the un - de - filed, But no more a stran - ger.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - or?
Shep-herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God, of hum-ble birth, Beau - ti - ful the sto - 1y;
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Ask thesaved of all the race Who have found His fa = vOr.
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in  all the earth, Hail the King of glo ry!
> 31 J ; ’ ’ ¥ Y
1 ] | 1] 1 I 1 1 I Py




43 O Little Town of Bethlehem

FOREST GREEN CMD
English folk melody

Phillips Brooks, 1868 L Arxr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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1. O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, How still we see thee lie!
2. For Christis born of Ma - r1y; And gath-ered all a - bove,
3. How si-lent-ly, how si - lent-ly, The won-drousgift is given!
4, O ho - ly Child of Beth-le - hem,De - scend to  us, we pray;
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A - bovethy deep and  dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by.
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-dering love.
So  God im-parts to hu - manhearts The bless-ings of His heaven.
Cast out our sin and en - ter in, Be bom in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er-last - ing light;
&) morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro - claimthe ho - ly birth!
No ear may hear His com - ing, But in thisworld of sin,
We  hear the Christmas an - gelsThe greatglad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in  theeto - night.
And prais - es sing to God the King, And peace to all on  earth
Where meeksoulswill re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en-ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Em - man-u - ell
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This tune in a higher key, 292

Musie: Arrangement from the English Hynmal, 1906, Used by permission of Oxford University Press.
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English ballad, 16th century
Artr. Christrnas Carols New and Old, 1871

What Child Is This

GREENSLEEVES  8.7.8.7 with refrain

William Chatterton Dix, ¢. 1871
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1. What Child is this,who, laid to rest, On Ma - ry’s lap 18 sleep-ing?
2. Why les He in such mean es-tate Where ox andass are feed-ing?
3. So  bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own Him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet While shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here The si - lent Word is plead-ing.
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The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;Let lov - ing learts en-throne Him,
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an - gels sing;

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shep-herds guard and
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Ma - 1yl
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Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.

7.1.7.7 D with refrain

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

MENDELSSOHN

Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

1. Hark! The her - ald

an - gels sing,

Arr, William Hayman Cummings, 1855
cLl w; | | l |&\ | i
o } . ; I
ASLS !
e

“Glo -1y to

2. Christ,by high - est heavena - dored, Christ,the ev -

3

the new-born King,
er - last-ing Lord!

Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild,
Late in time be - hold Him come,
Light and life to all He brings,

*#3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail thesun  of righ-teous-ness!
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God and sin - ners rec- on-ciled!”
Off - spring of

the vir-gin’s womb.

Risen with heal - ing in His wings.

IF:&SZQ'Q‘—
=2sS

et by

?_Hr'\Tﬁ‘:f'"'ii'

—uH

Joy - ful, all ye

na - tions, rise,
Veiled in flesh the God-head see;

5 &
Join the ftri-umph
Hail the in-car-nate
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of the skies;

With the an-gel - ic
Pleased in fleshwith us to dwell, Je
Born  to raise us

from the earth, Born
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host pro-claim, “Christ is

De - i - ty,
Mild He lays His glo-ry Dby, Bornthat we no moremay die,
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in Beth-le-hem!”

Em-man-u - el
us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald  an-gels sing,

“Glo-ry

the new-born King!”
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