In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

December 22, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Advent

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude
Words of Welcome

Moment for Mission

Prelude on ‘Gabriel’s Message’ Ian Farrington

Christmas Eve Offering
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Joan Pinson

Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship
Praise God,
From the rising sun to its setting!
God’s glory 1s in and through and beyond creation.
God is above all human-created barriers and distinctions, like
nations and cultures.
Who is like our God?
No one, for God cares for those who are poor and oppressed.

*Hymn 22 Angels, from the Realms of Glory ~ REGENT SQUARE
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
We confess to you and to our siblings in Christ that we have made
decisions which have caused harm to you and our neighbors. We
have put our selfish desires ahead of the needs of others. We have
sought comfort in worldly things and forgotten you. For these
and for all the ways in which we have fallen short, forgive us.
Lead us back into a right relationship with you, our neighbors,
and all of creation.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
follow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

The lighting of the
Advent wreath at 11:00
a.m. will be done by the
Holloway family.

In the ancient world,
people lit fires to mark
the turning of the light
into winter’s season and
to pray for the return of
the light. To us, these
candles are signs of the
growing light of Christ
who is coming again

in all fullness into the
darkness of our world.
We watch and wait for
Christ’s coming into the
darkness of our world,
lighting candles of hope,
peace, joy, and love, and
remembering the prom-
ises of God with prayer.

Angels, from the Realms of
Glory was first published
as a poem in the
Christmas Eve 1816
issue of a newspaper
in Sheftield, England,
where the author was
editor. The tune is
named for a prominent
Presbyterian Church
in London, sometimes
called the “Presbyterian
cathedral.”



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - 2nd Grade, are
invited to Children’s
Church held in the
Children’s Ministry Suite
on the first floor.

11:00 Lay Reader:
David Dantzler

Song of Mary is a para-
phrase of the Magnificat,
a song of praise that
reminds us that God
often reverses human
values, exalting the
poor and dethroning
the mighty. Itis set to a
tune often used for the
Christmas hymn While
Shepherds Watched Their
Flocks.

Scholars debate whether
this powerfully poetic
text is an early Christian
hymn which Paul is
quoting or his own
composition. It is one
of the best-known and
most influential passages
in the Pauline corpus.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 3, stanza 1
Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination = PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin birth.
Let every age adoring fall: such birth befits the God of all.

First Lesson Micah 5:2-5a, page 849
11:00 Anthem The Angel Gabriel Richard Shephard

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For know, a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be asit pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shalllaud and magnify his holy Name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Ofher, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say “Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Second Lesson Luke 1:39-55, page 934
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Rejoice The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Song of Mary

Sermon

*Hymn insert WINCHESTER OLD

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Noél for the Love We Bear Mary — Nicolas Lebegue
*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; You may mail your check,
praise him, all creatures here below; set up an automatic gift
. . . through your bank, or
praise him above, ye heavenly host; e
. donate online using this
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. QR code or at
. .. firstpresathens.org/
Prayer of Dedication giving. Thank you for
your generosity.
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
*Hymmn 23 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA | Angels We Have Heard
L. on High is a French
*Charge and Benediction carol probably dating
. . from the 1700s. The
*Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL, refrain | oo onoan
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! English and the refrain
in Latin, making it
Postlude From Heaven Above Garth Edmundson |« .o fr
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense. net #4-714861 mixed-language text.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING OFFERING ENVELOPES

Today, we will have the opportunity to join If you would like to have offering envelopes
with congregations from around the United for 2025, please e-mail Jennifer Adams at
States and give to our annual Christmas Joy jadams@firstpresathens or call the church office
Offering which will help support past, present, ~at 706-543-4338 by Friday, December 27.
and future leaders in the Presbyterian Church.

Please give generously.

Ly A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve: ‘e

Tuesday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)

Please bring a box of diapers (infant or adult) to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank.
We will receive an offering to support Jubilee Partners.

Please note that all children are invited to take part on worship on Christmas Eve. Childcare will be provided
™ between 3:30-7:30 p.m. We will livestream 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services on Facebook and YouTube. =]




NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. David Dantzler

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGERS
Aiden Dowling, Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
service, a live video feed 1s available in the Atrium
and online on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
* Personal hearing receivers usable

Steve Covington, Matt Jones

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

DECEMBER FLOWER TEAM

Susan Ferguson (chair), Susan Barrett,

Susan Banister, Patty Brantley, Greta Covington,
Shannon Ferguson, Wanda Neislar, Page Pate,
Jennifer Poole, Jennifer Trapnell, Isabelle Wallace

anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Season of Wonder@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities

Holiday Benevolence Market — thank you to all who attended the HBM in person at Covenant
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, December 8. If you were not able to attend, you can still choose
meaningful and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists of 30+ non-profit mission partners by December
31. You can find printed lists in the Atrium, church office, or online at tinyurl.com/HBMkt2024.

Holiday Meals on Wheels —help cover the cost of one or more meals on Christmas or New Year’s
Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31. Thank you to all who volunteered to
deliver meals on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. If you are interested in being a
backup driver to deliver meals, please contact John Turner at johnlovickturner@yahoo.com.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

Stewardship: An act of joyful worship
Dear Friends,

On Commitment Sunday, we walked together to the front of the sanctuary to place our Estimate
of Giving cards in a basket on the Communion table, symbolizing our individual and collective
acknowledgement that the material gifts we enjoy are but tangible evidence of God’s abundant
love for us. Our gifts reflect the truth of John 3:16 — that God first loved and then gave. We give in
response to God’s love for us. And we do so joyfully as an act of worship.

We are grateful for the 147 households who have provided an Estimate of Giving. If you have not,
please prayerfully consider doing so. Having a reliable estimate of your financial gifts allows the
Session to prepare an accurate budget for 2025.

You may fill out a commitment card (available in Fellowship Pads, Narthex, or Atrium), or online
at firstpresathens.org/give. If you have any questions about setting up an automatic gift through
your bank, please contact the church accountant, Jennifer Adams, at jadams@firstpresathens.org
or call 706-543-4338.

Chuck Toney
Generosity Team



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

Kay Avery

Harold & Fran Baer
Jinx & Skeets Baldwin
Bob Bangle

Conrad Bergmann & Barbara Bergmann-Coulter

Janice Bishoft

Liz Brabazon

Olin & Eula Mae Brooks
Hickman & Loree Brown
Rev. W. E. Brown

Dr. JeAnne Rae Burg
Claudia E. Campbell

John Kenley Carr

Marian Wendler Carr
Betsy Elizabeth Cole
Cleopatra Regina Cole
Davidson Bryan Cole
Nathan Jonathan Cole

Bill & Hilda Corry

Julius Phillip Covington
Jim & Mary Dantzler
David H. Donnan

Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Jim Dudley

Jimmie & Eleanore Dudley
Del Dunn

Reese & Margaret Ellison
Edwina & Dick Ferguson
Uly S. Gunn

Flem & Peggy Hall

Buck & Kay Hally

Jerris Hayes

Loretta Hayes

Andrew Jones

Catherine (Kate) Jones
Everett & Ann Jones
Hervey & Gerrie Jones
Rev. J. Renwick Kennedy, Jr.
William W. Kidd

Dr. John L. Kipp

Rev. Dorothy H. Kipp
Pamela Bradley Kleiber
Mary A. & Donald C. Koehler
Jack & Judy Koetzle
Glenda LaBoon

Dr. Malcolm Ross Leadbetter
Jim Lindsey

Bob & Sue Marion

Dr. Elizabeth Hulsey Marshall
Evan Andrew Marshall
Nicholas Taylor Marshall
Thomas Allan Marshall
Ray Martin & Lois Jean Martin
Andrew Scott Carr McKay
Arthur Robinson McKay, Jr.
Mary Gilbert Mell

Mr, & Mrs. F. H. Mendenhall
Hester Meyers

Buddy & Agnes Milner
Dr. Tommy Milner

Sidney T. Milner

James F. Morano, Jr.
Ralph B. Murray

James T. O’Brien

Merritt and Be Oelke
Gene Prim

Herman F. Quante
Isabelle W. Quante

John W. Reed

Michael Warren Reed
Kathleen & Paul Reid
Libby Rogers

Cornellia W. Scanlon
Martha Shepher

Meredith Sheskey

Betty Brady Shuford

Garey Simpson

J. Ely Simpson

John and Sissie Simpson
Nancy & Lawrence Sims
Grace & Bob Stephens
Carole Tatem

Elinor & John Terrell
Louise & Tom Tillman
Ray Trapnell

Fred & Helen Wallace
Charles & Evelyn Ward
Lance J. Wilder

Carolyn & Sid Wilfong
Genevieve Wilfong

Joseph A. Wilfong, I11
Joseph A. Wilfong, Jr.
Joseph A. Wilfong, Sr.
Kathleen H. Wilfong

Carl & Nancy Wilson
Margaret Gunn Wilson



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Sylvia Bangle Holly and Jeremiah

Steven & Shannon Brooks & Family Jimbo LaBoon, Jr.

Dagny, Adelaide, and Marin Max and Brian

Family Promise Guests & Volunteers Carlton N. Mell

FPC Staft & Clergy Noel and Dean

Ted & Gerrye Jenkins Robert and Becca

Hannah Knight Susannah, Leslie, and Dan
THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Fellowship Refreshments

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve, Church Office Closed
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread, First Baptist Church
4:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Candlelight Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

Wednesday, December 25 - Thursday, December 26 - Church Office Closed
Friday, December 27 - Church Office Open, 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 29
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:00 a.m.  Atrium Fellowship Refreshments

LOOKING AHEAD

January 1 - New Year’s Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery

January 5 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

Wednesday@First Spring 2025

Wed@First 1s now a monthly gathering for mid-week intergenerational fellowship and growth at
FPC. On the first Wednesday of the month (except January; see dates below), everyone is invited
to participate in LIFT, our program that combines dinner, study, play, and prayer with our church
friends of all ages. LIFT stands for Living in Faith Together and this new offering is already beloved
by those who joined us in the fall. One of the great gifts unique to the church is the opportunity to
grow alongside people from different generations and LIFT presents us with monthly gatherings
for fellowship, study, and fun — all around the dinner table with friends of different ages.

This spring, we will gather for LIFT on January 8, February 5, March 5, and April 2 from
5:30-6:30 p.m. and all are invited to participate! Please RSVP for dinner in the Atrium, online at
tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, or by contacting the church office (e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org
or call 706-543-4338) by Mondays at 12:00 p.m. Price is $12/person and a $45/family max
(complimentary for children 5 and under).



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite * Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
cach week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Builders * Room 301

This class is a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
Anin-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seck
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

The New Voices class is a discussion based class
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside,
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study
God’s holy word with us!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and
discussion of the course Jesus and His_Jewish Influences,
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1 @gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (Jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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Song of Mary

WINCESTER OLD CM

Para. Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
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2. My God has donegreat things for me: yes, ho - ly is God's
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Angels We Have Heard on High

French carol
Trans, James Chadwick (1813--1882); alt.

GLORIA

7.7.7.7 with refrain
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French carol

Arr, Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
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1. An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,
2. Shep-herds, why this  ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3. Come to Beth-le - hem andsee  Him whose birththe an gels sing;
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Curass oF 2025 Crass OF 2026 CLass oF 2027
Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth Susan Baldwin
Phyllis Crowell Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell
Denise Horton Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert
Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim
Sharon Neft Jeffrey Trapnell Jay Holloway
Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt Tom Lane
Randy Riner John Turner Joan Pinson
Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




