First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

January 19,

2025

8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please

silence your cell phone.

Psalm 118:24

Robert J. Powell

Greeting
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude Ill Praise My Maker
Words of Welcome
*Song of Gathering

O splendor of God’s glory bright,
from light eternal bringing light;
thou light of life, light’s living spring,
true day, all days illumining.

Call to Worship
Happy are those whose hope 1s in God;
God, who made all that is,
Who keeps faith forever,
Who executes justice for the oppressed,
Who gives food to the hungry.
Our hope is in God!
*Hymn 253 I'll Praise My Maker
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Hymn 474, Stanza 1

OLD 113TH

God of light, you reveal yourself to us, but we do not see. You
call to us, but we do not hear. You reach out to us, but we do not
feel. Instead we live as though you are not our God. We act in
ways that bring disunity, oppression, and pain to ourselves, our
neighbors, and the world. Forgive us for our constant wandering.
Draw us back into your loving arms and re-direct our steps onto
your path of love, justice, and healing, for the sake of all that

you have made.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
follow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Ill Praise My Maker is
a paraphrase of Psalm
146 by Isaac Watts. It
was a favorite of John
Wesley; it appeared
in his first hymn
collection, published
in Charleston, South
Carolina in 1737, and
it was on his lips when
he died.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - 2nd Grade, are
invited to Children’s
Church held in the
Children’s Ministry Suite
on the first floor.

Lay Reader:
11:00: Greta Covington

In Christ There Is No
East or West expands the
thematic inclusiveness
of an early 20th-century
text by adapting the
melody of a traditional
spiritual. The 1940
pairing was the first use
of African American mu-
sic in a mainline North
American hymnal.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.
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* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia!

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Dedication of Ways to Serve Form

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 474, stanza 2
Come, Holy Sun of heavenly love,
shower down thy radiance from above,

and to our inward hearts convey the Holy Spirit’s cloudless ray.

First Lesson Psalm 146, page 570
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 a.m. Anthem O Carpenter, Why Leave the Bench William Billings
O carpenter, why leave the bench where wood yields to your art,
and take instead, to try your skill, the stony human heart?

O carpenter, why leave the tools to carry out your plans,

and go instead to do God’s work with empty, open hands?

O carpenter, why leave the world of table, bed, and house,

to face the empire’s carpentry, to lift a Roman cross?

O carpenter, why leave repairs with wood and clamp and glue,
and rise from death to seek instead to make the whole world new?
O carpenter, who else could do the work that you have done?
What can we do but sing your praise, O Savior, Mary’s son!

Second Lesson Luke 4:14-30, page 938
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Jesus” Inaugural Address Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 440 In Christ There Is No East or West

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

MC KEE



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, [E]z Mg [E]

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the ;’&ﬁ

power and the glory, forever. Amen. T'Elﬂlx:f_ X
Fea

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings Y .
ou may mail your check,

. - set up an automatic gi
Offertory Jesus, Priceless Treasure  Johann Sebastian Bach throuigh your bank, frﬁ
donate online using this
*
Doxol.ogy ‘ Hymn 592 | 5 code or at
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; firstpresathens.org/
praise him, all creatures here below; giving. Thank you for
praise him above, ye heavenly host; your generosity:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Lift Every Voice and Sing
L. was originally a poem
*Prayer of Dedication for a school assembly
at which Booker T.
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD Washington spoke on
Lincoln’s birthday in
*Hymn 563 Lift Every Voice and Sing~ LIFT EVERY VOICE | 1900. Ithas become an
anthem in the African-
*Charge and Benediction American community
and beyond, among
*Congregational Response Hymn 68, Stanza 4 | all who seck liberation

To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one, from oppression.

may every tongue and nation raise an endless song of thankful praise. | Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under

Postlude Improvisation on Old 113th JOhI’l Coble OneLicense.net #A-714861

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Children, Pre K — 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Project Safe Workday
Today, January 19, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Join us to support Project Safe by helping to sort clothes, clean shelves, and tidy up the thrift
store. Project Safe works to end domestic violence through crisis intervention, supportive services,
advocacy, prevention, and education. For more information or to sign up, please contact Molly
Suggs at mollysuggs17@gmail.com. The Project Safe thrift store is located at 995 Hawthorne
Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (in the Bell’s Shopping Center).



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor Bryan Owens
The Rev. Whitneproth Lockar‘d,Associate Pc?stor SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist : :
Justin Winstanley
Ly Reader TO AID IN WORSHIP
0 a.m. Greta Lovington If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
USHERS service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Carl Bergmann Awailable in the Narthex or from an usher:
11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), * Personal hearing receivers usable

Steve Covington, Jeftrey Trapnell anywhere in the sanctuary
* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
FLOWERS

_ and hymnsheets
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of

. _ * Sermons from the previous six weeks
God and in memory of Wayne Middendorf by

the Middendorf family. CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
JANUARY FLOWER TEAM office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
Denise LaBoon (chair), link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
Ethelyn Simpson, Isabelle Wallace or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Be a part of the 2025 MLK Day of Service in Athens!
Monday, January 20

What a great way to start oft 2025 by joining other members of First Presbyterian and the Athens
Community by honoring Martin Luther King and helping to make Athens a more beautiful
and welcoming place to live! You can see more information about volunteering opportunities and
register at tinyurl.com/FPCMLKDay.

After registering for a spot, please e-mail Whitney at whitney@firstpresathens.org so she can connect
you with other FPC members volunteering with the same project.

The Athens MLK Day of Service is an annual celebration in support of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
birthday and commitment to service. In 1994, Congress made the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday
an official day of service. Athens, Georgia is one of the thousands of cities across the United States

that decided to make this “A Day On and Not a Day Oft.”

New Member FirstThings Class

Join us for our next FirstThings gathering on Sunday, January 26 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00
p-m. This will be a time to get better acquainted, to meet the church staff, and to talk about what
makes First Presbyterian Church unique. To RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338)
or e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson at Ibell@firstpresathens.org by Tuesday, January 21.

The schedule for the upcoming class is:
Sunday, January 26, 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Staff Conference Room
“First Things” Informational class, lunch provided

Sunday, February 2, 10:00 a.m. - Church Parlor
New Member Coffee/Called Session Meeting to meet and be received into membership by
Session (our governing board).

Sunday, February 2, 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service
New members will be introduced to the congregation.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 19
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
2:05 p.m.  Project Sate Work Day, 995 Hawthorne Ave. #7

Monday, January 20 - Martin Luther King Day - Church Office Closed
5:30 p.m.  UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen

Tuesday, January 21
5:30 p.m.  UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen

Wednesday, January 22
1:00 p.m.  Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room
4:30 p.m.  Shakespeare & Friends Class, Staff Conference Room or Zoom (ID: 706-543-1820)
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, January 23
9:05a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite

Sunday, January 26
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
12:30 p.m.  New Member First Things Class, Staff Conference Room
4:00 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
4:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:50 p.m.  Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group, The PIT

Annual Congregational Meeting & Church Potluck
Sunday, February 2, 12:15 p.m.

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February
2. We will receive the Annual Report, updates from commissions, and elect new officers to
serve on FPC Session. Before the meeting, we will have a time of fellowship with an all-church
potluck. The church will provide Saucehouse BBQ & chicken and beverages — please bring a
dish to share (crockpots welcome).

Red Cross Blood Drive, Save the Date!
March 9, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Please save the date for our spring blood drive! More information about sign up and volunteering
opportunities will be published as we approach the date.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite * Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries:
Hannah Knight

The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
cach week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Builders ¢ Room 301

This classis a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
Anin-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seck
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

The New Voices class is a discussion based class
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside,
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study
God’s holy word with us!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and
discussion of the course Jesus and His_Jewish Influences,
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1 @gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (Jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



I’ll Praise My Maker

Isaac Watts
Adapt. John Wesley, 1736; alt. 1988
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Attr. Matthius Greiter (¢. 1500-1552)
Harm. V. Earle Copes, 1964

() 4 : ;
i =V -————
o @ 4 ¢ ¥ = ¥ ¢ ¢ — 3
L. Ll praise my Mak - er while I've  breath; And when my voice
2. How hap - py they whose hopes re - ly On . Is - rael’s God,
3. The Lord pours eye - sight on the  blind; The Lord sup - ports
4. T'll praise my Mak - er while I've  breath; And when my voice
. o l - = J
e —P—C—— =
bt h 3 S | b 1 = | h ") 4 !
1 | | ' | | = !
() & , ] | A
W wil | | 1 1 1 f fl
7 AV | 1 1 =l > g i | ll i %
L3 5 LS J
is lost. in  death, raise shall em -ploy my no - bler powers,
who made the  sky And earth and seas with all their train;
the faint-ing mind  And sends the Ia - boring con-science peace.
is lost in  death, Praise shall em - ploy my no - bler powers.
| .
b e
M ; } ] r r r—F—T F
/0 S N N N SR I
. WO 1 |
l\g’v_‘l\'\ i £} ) J Il 4» { : ;" 1] T#
My days of praiseshall ne’er be  past While life and thought
Whose  truth for - ev - er stands se - cure, Who saves the op-pressed
God helps the strang-er in dis - tress, The wid - owed and
My days of praiseshall ne’er be past  While life and thought
3 W—J—-'-'::ﬁ; —_— e
2 s : :
‘ ' [ ] | ! ' I [ [
s || l
e E=E====—
O — g =3 = o
and be -ing - last, Or im - mor-tal - i - ty en - dures.
and feeds the poor, And none shall find God’s prom-ise  vain,
the par - ent - less, And grants the pris - oner sweet re - lease,
and be - ing last, Or im-mor-~tal - 1 - ty en - dures.




Luke 13:29

44() In Christ There Is No East or West

MCKEE CM . . o
African-American spiritual

Jubilee Songs, 1884

John Oxenham, 1908; alt. Adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1940
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563 Lift Every Voice and Sing

LIFT EVERY VOICE  Irregular

James Weldon Johnson, 1921 J. Rosamond Johnson, 1921
Introduction
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Sing a song full of the faiththat the dark past has taught us;
We have come o -ver a way thatwithtears has been wa - tered;
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Curass oF 2025 Crass OF 2026 CLass oF 2027
Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth Susan Baldwin
Phyllis Crowell Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell
Denise Horton Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert
Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim
Sharon Neft Jeffrey Trapnell Jay Holloway
Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt Tom Lane
Randy Riner John Turner Joan Pinson
Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager




