
February 2, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

O Day of Radiant 
Gladness refers to the 
first day of the week, 
commemorating 
Creation, Resurrection, 
and Pentecost – each 
and encounter with 
the Trinity. The 
tune name recalls the 
German song adapted 
for use with several 
hymns.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                              Let us break bread                             Chelsea Chen

  Words of Welcome

  11:00 a.m. Moment for Mission                   Souper Bowl of Caring

  Song of Gathering                                                              HOLY MANNA
	 All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
	 Come from wilderness and wandering. 
	 Here, in truth, we will be fed. 
	 You that year for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 
	 Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 We gather in this holy house,
	 On this holy day of sabbath rest,
	 To be healed and made whole.
	 Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 470                 O Day of Radiant Gladness    
                                                                  ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN  

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 God of light, you reveal yourself to us, but we do not see. You 	
	 call to us, but we do not hear. You reach out to us, but we do not 
	 feel. Instead we live as though you are not our God. We act in 	
	 ways that bring disunity, oppression, and pain to ourselves, our 
	 neighbors, and the world. Forgive us for our constant wandering.
	 Draw us back into your loving arms and re-direct our steps onto
	 your path of love, justice, and healing, for the sake of all that you 	
	 have made.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                                David Ogden

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

  Introduction of New Members

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination         Hymn 454, stanza 1	
	 Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;  
	 let our hearts and souls be stirred
	 now to seek and love and fear you;
	 by your teachings true and holy, 
	 drawn from earth to love you solely.

  First Lesson                Psalm 92, page 537
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson           Luke 6:1-16, page 940
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          Lord of the Sabbath                           Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 513            Let Us Break Bread Together         LET US BREAK BREAD

*Affirmation of Faith                                                The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  8:45 Offertory          Blessed Jesus, at Your Word    Johann Sebastian Bach

  11:00 Offertory                 A Winter Carol                      Fred Gramann
	 ’Tis winter now; the fallen snow has left the heavens all coldly clear;
	 through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow, and all the earth lies dead and drear.
	 And yet God’s love is not withdrawn; his life within the keen air breathes;
	 his beauty paints the crimson dawn, and clothes the boughs with glittering wreaths.
	 And though aboard the sharp winds blow, and skies are chill, and frosts are keen,
	 home closer draws her circle now, and warmer glows her light within.
	 O God! who gives the winter’s cold, as well as summer’s joyous rays,
	 us warmly in thy love enfold, and keep us through life’s wintry days.
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to 
remain in the Sanctuary 
on Communion Sundays.

Let Us Break Bread 
Together is one of few 
spirituals which deal 
with communion, 
but its simplicity and 
profound insights have 
made it popular in 
American since the 
1950s. Communion 
and the refrain “Lord, 
have mercy on me” 
probably come from 
slaves attending services 
in colonial Anglican 
churches.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.



The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is by American composer 
Hal Hopson.
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	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise....

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 Great Amen
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	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 423         Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun          DUKE STREET      

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                   AR HYD Y NOS
	 Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
	 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
	 Here my Spirit’s power filled you; 
	 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
	 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

  Postlude                Prelude and Fugue in G                             attr. J.S. Bach

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er 
the Sun is a classic 
example of how Isaac 
Watts Christianized 
the Psalms, in this case, 
Psalm 72. The tune is 
named after the address 
of the supposed com-
poser, John Hatton.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Annual Congregational Meeting & Church Potluck
Today, February 2, 12:15 p.m.

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for our Annual Congregational Meeting today, February 2, after 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service. We will receive the Annual Report, updates from commissions, and 
elect new officers to serve on FPC Session. Before the meeting, we will have a time of fellowship with 
an all-church potluck. The church will provide Saucehouse BBQ & chicken and beverages.

Handbell Choir

The First Presbyterian Church Handbell Choir currently has openings for ringers. Rehearsals 
are on Monday evenings, 5:30-6:30 p.m. For more information, please contact Dr. John Coble, 
Director of Music and Organist, at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when 
children remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. 
Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays.



Wednesday@First Spring 2025
Wed@First is now a monthly gathering for mid-week intergenerational fellowship and growth at 
FPC. On the first Wednesday of the month (except January; see dates below), everyone is invited 
to participate in LIFT, our program that combines dinner, study, play, and prayer with our church 
friends of all ages. LIFT stands for Living in Faith Together and this new offering is already beloved 
by those who joined us in the fall. One of the great gifts unique to the church is the opportunity to 
grow alongside people from different generations and LIFT presents us with monthly gatherings 
for fellowship, study, and fun – all around the dinner table with friends of different ages.

This spring, we will gather for LIFT on February 5, March 5, and April 2 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 
all are invited to participate! Please RSVP for dinner in the Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, or 
by contacting the church office (e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338) by Mondays 
at 12:00 p.m. Price is $12/person and a $45/family max (complimentary for children 5 and under).

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), 
			    Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
			    Larry Baer, Richard Lane

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Bob and Sue Marion 
by Jack and Sally Vandiver.

FEBRUARY FLOWER TEAM
Susan Baldwin, Melanie Epting,
Terry Nestor, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 9

Join us in helping our community this Super Bowl Sunday! The youth will be standing outside 
the Sanctuary after services on February 9 with empty pots, asking you to help us fill them! 
100% of your donation will go towards hunger relief in Athens.



THIS WEEK
Sunday, February 2 - Annual Congregation Meeting & Potluck, New Member Introduction
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
10:00 a.m.	 New Member Coffee with Session, Parlor
12:00 p.m.	 Annual Congregation Meeting & Potluck, Fellowship Hall
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:00 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Monday, February 3
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle Two, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, February 4
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle 3/4
  7:00 p.m.	 Circle 6, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, February 5
11:30 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Lunch, First Baptist Church
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare & Friends Class, Staff Conference Room or Zoom (ID: 706-543-1820)
  5:30 p.m.	 LIFT - Living in Faith Together, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, February 6
  2:00 p.m.	 Mellows, Presbyterian Village

Sunday, February 9
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:00 p.m.	 Atrium Refreshments
12:00 p.m.	 Youth Group Lunch & Bowling, Fellowship Hall 
12:15 p.m.	 Young Adult Sunday Brunch
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:50 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Stephen Ministry

For some people, Valentine’s Day is a painful reminder of a broken relationship, the death of a loved 
one, a recent relocation, a chronic illness, or another life challenge. If you are going through a difficult 
time, one of FPC’s Stephen Ministers can bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate Valentine) back into 
your life. To find out more about Stephen Ministry at First Presbyterian and how you or someone 
you know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with one of FPC’s Stephen Leaders:

Susan Boatwright: boatwrightsusan@gmail.com, 706-255-2250 
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 706-206-9896
Becky Hartman: hartmanbecky494@gmail.com, 706-254-4504 
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying 
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both 
middle and high school
Both middle and high school groups will be using 
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows 
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship 
each week. Middle and high schoolers will be split 
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study, 
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together 
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide 
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At 
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move 
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for 
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks 
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning 
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at 
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room
Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class 
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and 
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the 
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a 
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is 
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical 
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) 
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for all parents of children and youth 
to gather and share in the complexity of family life. 
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship, 
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or 
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class 
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This 
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside, 
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study 
God’s holy word with us!
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and 
discussion of the course Jesus and His Jewish Influences, 
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), 
Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



Edward W. (Ned) Phares was born and raised in the Presbyterian 
Church. He and his wife, Beverly, have been members of FPC for over 
30 years. Ned has served as a ruling elder both here and at their previous 
church in Bozeman, MT. He was a Cubmaster for Pack 10 during its 
tenure at the church, involved with youth group suppers and mission 
trips, children and adult Sunday school classes, and Wednesday Night 
suppers. Most recently, he helped bring the Matthew 25 Resource Pantry 
on-line. Ned is retired from UGA, where he worked with students as 
the Academic Advisor for the Criminal Justice Studies Program. They 
are the parents of Rob and Anne, who were confirmed in the church.

Steven Brooks became a member at FPC in 2019 after meeting his wife 
Shannon, a long-time FPC and Chancel Choir member. Soon after, 
Steven and Shannon were married in the church courtyard on a glorious 
autumn day. Steven formerly resided in Athens in the 1990s, so moving 
back to Athens was like coming home. Steven is a writer, artist, musician, 
accomplished guitarist and songwriter. Steven is currently working on 
his second novel. He enjoys traveling, music, and reading. Steven and 
Shannon have one son, Declan, who is a 9th grader at Athens Academy, 
and two pugs, Minnie Pearl and Ruby Ray.

Courtney Dantzler and her husband, James, joined FPC in 2024. 
Courtney and James are the parents to JD (20 months) and are expecting 
their second son in June. Courtney was actively involved in Peachtree 
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta before she and James relocated to the 
Athens area to be closer to family. She is a Certified Public Accountant in 
EY’s audit practice, primarily serving real estate clients. Courtney and 
her family enjoy golfing and spending time with their extended family 
at the beach or lake.

Nominees for Session Class of 2027

Shannon Ferguson and her husband Ed returned to Athens and rejoined 
First Presbyterian Church nine years ago. Shannon was a teacher’s assistant 
at Athens Academy in the preschool for six years. She is a faithful member 
of the Flower Committee. Shannon and Ed have three children, Ed (26), 
Grace (24), and Pratt (21), who are 5th generation members of FPC. 
Shannon enjoys delivering for Meals on Wheels, reading, exercising, and 
spending time with her family and friends.



Nominees for Session Class of 2027

Holly Sheats and her husband Reed joined FPC Athens in March 
2024. Holly was raised as a Baptist and was previously a member of 
Winder FUMC since 2001. She is currently a School Bookkeeper 
for the Barrow Arts and Sciences Academy in Barrow Co. Holly 
and Reed have two children, Luke (20), and Tate (15). Holly enjoys 
yoga, pilates, spending time with family and friends, hiking, and 
traveling, especially to National Parks.

Lawton Stephens has been a member of First Presbyterian Church 
for 50 years and has served in a variety of positions including Ruling 
Elder. He attended the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, for 
his undergraduate degree and then UGA School of Law. He has been 
a Superior Court Judge in the Western Judicial Circuit since 1991. His 
wife, Mary, is a retired educator. They have three children, Merideth 
(1983-2013), Lawty, Jr., and Grace.

Madeline Van Dyck and her family have been members of FPC for 
40-plus years. For the last decade, she has been on the Lay Callers 
and Congregational Care committees as part of her role as our parish 
nurse. She’s a proud founding member of Lewis Hudgins’ New Voices 
Sunday School class. Busy and content in retirement, Madeline and 
her husband, Phil, count among their many blessings five children and 
five grandchildren (with two on the way), making 2025 a bumper 
crop year for “Maddy and Poppy.”

John Webster and his wife Julie have been Presbyterians for over 
30 years, starting at First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. John was 
an elder, usher, Annual giving co-Chair, and Youth Sunday School 
teacher. He and Julie were active in the youth and young adult programs 
while raising their children Jack (31), Luke (29), and Faye (27). John 
and Julie joined FPC Athens last year after moving to Athens where 
they live in the Normaltown area.











FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	   Class of 2025	   Class of 2026	 Class of 2027
	   Shannon Brooks 	   Lindsay Griffeth 	 Susan Baldwin
 	   Phyllis Crowell 	   Dan Nadenicek 	 Bill Bushnell
	   Denise Horton 	   Karen Phillips 	 Amy Cowsert
	   Paul Lee	   Ethelyn Simpson	 Matt Crim
	   Sharon Neff	   Jeffrey Trapnell	 Jay Holloway
	   Bruce Middendorf	   Pat Tritt	 Tom Lane
	   Randy Riner	   John Turner	 Joan Pinson
	   Chuck Toney	   Pat Waldrip	 Paige Simmons

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager


