First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

April 13, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Palm/Passion Sunday

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude All Glory, Laud, and Honor Johann Sebastian Bach
The Triumphal Entry Luke 19:28-40, page 959
*Processional Hymn 88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN
11:00 a.m. Anthem Wave Your Branches Thomas Pavlechko

Wave your branches, wave them high, Jesus now is riding by.

Wave your branches, shout and sing loud hosannas to your King.
Wave your branches, wave them now with Jerusalem’s cheering crowd.
Wave your branches, shout and sing loud hosannas to your King.
Wave your branches, wave them high, Jesus now is riding by.

Wave your branches, shout and sing loud hosannas to your King.

Words of Welcome
Moment for Mission One Great Hour of Sharing Anne Marie Miller
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

God of the journey, we do not want to follow where you lead. Instead, we turn inward,
focusing on satisfying our own wants, even at the expense of our neighbors. We do not
see their suffering; we do not act for their justice. We are motivated by the fear of not

getting what we want, or of losing what we have. We ignore the example of your sacrificial
love, which has the power to heal and make whole. Forgive us for refusing to heed

your call. Change our hearts, our minds, and our actions, so that we might return to

following you, no matter where your journey leads.

Silent Prayer
One of our Lenten worship practices is observing silence, and as the season of Lent progresses,
our time of silence will grow longer by about 30 seconds each weck.

*Those who are able may stand.



Congregational Response Healey Willan
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on us. Lord, have mer-c¢y up - on us.
Assurance of Pardon
*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

The Supper Luke 22:9-38, page 962
Hymn 85 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE
(stanza 1)

The Garden Luke 22:39-46, page 963
Hymn 97 Go to Dark Gethssemane REDHEAD
(stanza 1)

The Arrest Luke 22:47-53, page 963

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your estimate of giving through your bank,
or donate online at firstpresathens.org/giving. Thank you for your generosity.

8:45 Offertory O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Johann Sebastian Bach

11:00 Offertory Anthem The Loving Lamb Jennifer Stammers
Alas, and did my Savior bleed, and did my Sovereign die?
‘Would he devote that sacred head for sinners such as I?
‘Was it for sins that I have done he suffered on the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree?
Oh, the Lamb, the loving Lamb, the Lamb on Calvary;
the Lamb was slain and lives again, to intercede for me.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe;
here, Lord, I give myself away, 'tis all that I can do.

Oh, the Lamb, the loving Lamb, the Lamb on Calvary;
the Lamb was slain and lives again, to intercede for me.

*Congregational Response Hymn 101, stanza 4
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

*Prayer of Dedication
The Denial Luke 22:54-65, page 964

Hymn 93 Ah, Holy Jesus HERZLIEBSTER JESU
(stanza 1-2)



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Trials Luke 22:66-23:12, page 964
Hymn 98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded PASSION CHORALE
(stanza 1)

The Sentence Luke 23:13-25, page 964
Hymn 98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded PASSION CHORALE
(stanza 2)

The Crucifixion Luke 23:26-43, page 965
Hymn 98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded PASSION CHORALE
(stanza 3)

The Death and Burial Luke 23:44-56, page 965
*Hymn 102 Were You There? WERE YOU THERE

(stanzas 1, 2, & 3)
*Charge and Benediction

*Hymn 102 Were You There? WERE YOU THERE
(stanza 4)

Please enter Holy Week in silence.

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when children
remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, 1s even more valuable. Children are
invited to remain in the sanctuary this Palm Sunday.

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
Easter Special Offering

On Easter we will receive the OGHS special offering. The three programs it supports are Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People.
From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, these programs provide people
with safety, sustenance, and hope. You may donate by a check to FPC with “OGHS” noted on

the bottom or via firstpresathens.org/giving (please select “1 Great Hour” under “Select a Fund”). 5



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, AssociatePastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Cherub Choir, St. Andrews Choir,
Celebration Singers, Chancel Choir

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann
11:00 a.m. Jimbo Laboon III (head),
Emily LaBoon

GREETERS
11:00 a.m. Ella Stewart

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

APRIL FLOWER TEAM

Greta Covington(Chair), Tootsie Adams,
Judy Burch, Lauren Cook, Andrea Doornbos,
Jennifer Trapnell, Sydney Jackson

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Come to the Well: Exploring God’s Love Through Stories of Water

Save the date for our intergenerational VBS! All ages are welcome - there will be activities for
kids, youth, and adults! Dates are July 13-16, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner is provided. The cost is
$25 per person to help provide materials and resources for our mission projects throughout the
week. Payment can be made via our website (firstpresathens.org/giving, please select “VBS Fund”
under “select a fund”) or mailed to the church office. You are invited to come to the well - all

are welcome!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Questions? Contact Hannah Knight, Director
of Children and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org.

Project Safe Workday

Help tidy the Project Safe Thrift Store on Sunday April 27 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. in Bells
Shopping Center, 995 Hawthorne Ave. #7. Project Safe works to end domestic violence. Please
contact Molly Suggs at mollysuggs17@gmail.com to volunteer.



Holy Week Services & Activities

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13
Everyone 1s invited to join the palm procession at 10:40 a.m. in the Atrium Porch.

Maundy Thursday, April 17, Service at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
We will recall the night of Jesus’ arrest and celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.

Good Friday Service, April 18, Presbyterian Village of Athens, 7:00 p.m.
Our siblings from Athens area Presbyterian churches and campus ministry will gather for the
annual Good Friday service, hosted this year by Presbyterian Village of Athens.

Easter Eve Egg Hunt and Picnic Lunch, Saturday, April 19, 11:00 a.m., The Hill
Allare invited to our Egg Hunt and Picnic Lunch at The Hill (11:00-12:30 p.m.). The church family
1s asked to bring a side dish or desert to share and your own picnic blanket and/or chairs. Lee
Epting will provide a meat and the perfect grass for egg hiding. The church will provide drinks and
Easter treats. Please use tinyurl.com/egghuntsides to indicate which side/desert you plan to bring.

Easter, April 20

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:45 a.m., gates will open at 6:15 a.m.
Oconee Hill Cemetery invites everyone to the Wingfield Chapel within the cemetery grounds for an
Easter Sunrise Service. Please dress comfortably and consider bringing a flashlight and folding chair.

Easter Worship Services: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Join us for the celebration of the risen Christ. We will receive an offering for the One Great Hour
of Sharing, which will be used to help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self Development of People through the Presbyterian Church USA.

Biscuit Brunch, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Between services, instead of Sunday School, we will all gather as a church family for fellowship.

Ly Easter Lily Dedication ‘£

If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order

by Monday, April 14. Each dedication is $10. You may place your completed form and check

in the offering plate, order online at tinyurl.com/FPCLilyDedication or contact the church at

706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication will
be listed in the April 20 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by




THIS WEEK

Sunday, April 13 - Palm/Passion Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services
9:45am.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments

12:15 p.m.  Young Adult Brunch
4:45 p.m.  St. Andrews Singers, Room 202
4:45 p.m.  Cherub Choir, Room 203
4:45 p.m.  Celebration Singers, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Youth Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, April 14
5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, April 15
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Officer Workshop 4, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, April 16
9:00a.m.  Weekday School Easter Egg Hunt, Courtyard

5:00 p.m.  Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, April 17 - Maundy Thursday
9:05a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
9:30 a.m.  Weekday School Easter Egg Hunt, Courtyard
4:00 p.m.  FPC & Bethel Midtown Children Garden Planting
5:30 p.m.  Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Bride’s Room
7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service, Sanctuary

Friday, April 18 - Good Friday
7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service, Presbyterian Village of Athens

Saturday, April 19
11:00 a.m.  Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic Lunch at The Hill, 1800 Crescent Ln

Sunday, April 20 - Easter, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
6:45am. Community Easter Sunrise Service, Oconee Hill Cemetery
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Biscuit Brunch, Fellowship Hall



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom © Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite * Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
cach week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Builders * Room 301

This class is a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
Anin-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seck
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

The New Voices class is a discussion based class
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside,
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study
God’s holy word with us!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and
discussion of the course Jesus and His_Jewish Influences,
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1 @gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (Jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 820
Trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1839

All Glory; Laud, and Honor

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

7.67.6 D

Melchior Teschner, 1614
Arr, William Henry Monk, 1861
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1. Thou art the King of Is - ra - el, Thou Da-vids roy - al Son,
2. The peo-ple of the He - brews With palms be - fore Thee went;
3. To  Thee, be - fore Thy pas - sion, They sang their hymns of praise;
4. Thou didst ac - cept their prais - es; Ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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To  Thee,now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel-o0-dy we raise.
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What Wondrous Love Is This

WONDROUS LOVE

American folk hymn, ¢, 1811

12.8.12.12.9

Walker’s Southern Harmony,

1835

Harm. Cantate Domino, 1980
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1. What won-drous love s this, O my soul, O my soul,
2. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing,
3, And when from death ’'m  free, I'll sing on, Pl sing on,
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What won - drous love is this, O my soul!
To God and to  the Lamb, I will sing;
And when from death I'm free, Uil sing on;
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To God and to the Lamb who is the great |1 Am,
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*Or “dreadful curse” (as original text).
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To bear the *heav-y cross for my soul, for my  soul,
While  mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing, I will sing;
And throughe - ter - ni - ty Il sing on, 'l sing on,
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Go to Dark Gethsemane

97

REDHEAD 76  7.7.7.7.7.7
James Montgomery, 1820, 1825; alt. Richard Redhead, 1853
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1. Go to dark Geth-se - ma - ne, All  who feel the tempt-er’s power;
2. Fol-low to the judg-ment hall; View the Lord of life ar-raigned;
3. Cal-vary’s mournful moun-tain climb; Thereé, a - dor-ing at His feet,
4, Ear-ly has-ten to the tomb Where they laid His breath-less clay:
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Watch with Him one bit - ter hour,

the worm-wood and the galll O the pangs His soul sus-tained!
Mark the mir - a - cle of time, God’s own sac - ri - fice com-plete;
is sol - i - tude and gloom. Who has tak - en Him a - way?
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Turn not from His

griefs a - way,

Shun not suf - fering, shame, or loss;
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Learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Learn from Christ to

bear the cross.

“It is fin-ished!” hear Him cry; Learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Sav - for, teach us so to rise.
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Ah, Holy Jesus - 93

HERZLIEBSTER JESU  11,11.il.5

Johann Heermann, 1630
Trans. Robert Bridges, 1859

Alt, Psalter Hymnal, 1987 Johann Criiger, 1640
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1. Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how have You of - fend - ed,
2. Who was the guilt - y? Who brought this up - on You?
3, For me, dear Je - sus, was Your in - car - na -~ tion,
4, There - fore, dear Je - sus, since 1 can-not pay You,
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It is my trea-son, Lord, that has un - done You. 'Twas I, Lord
Your mor-tal sor-row, and Your life’s ob - la - tion, Your death of
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Je - sus, I it was de - nied You, 1 cru-ci - fied You.
an - guish and Your bit-ter pas-sion, For my sal - va - tion
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Attr, Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153)
Trans. James Waddell Alexander, 1830

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

PASSION CHORALE

7676 D

Hans Leo Hassler, 1601
Harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729
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1. O sa - cred head,now wound-ed, With grief and shame weighed down;
2. What Thou,my Lord,hast suf - fered Was ali for sin - ners’ gain:
3. What lan - guageshall I  bor - row To thankThee, dear - est friend,
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Now scorn-ful -ly  sar - round - ed With thorns,Thine on - ly crown;
Mine, mine was the trans - gres - sion, But  Thine the dead-ly pain,
For this Thy dy - ing sor - row, Thy pit - with - out  end?
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, What bliss till now was  Thine!
Lo, here 1  fall, my Sav - dor!'Tis I de -serve Thy  place;
O make me Thine for - ev - er; And shouldl faint-ing be,
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Yet, thoughde - spisedand gor - y, I joy to call Thee mine,
Look om me with Thy fa - wvor, Vouch-safe to me Thy grace.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er Out - live my love to Thee.
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Were You There?

African-American spiritual

WERE YOU THERE

Irregular

African-American spiritual
Arr, Melva Wilson Costen, 1987

Were you
Were you
Were you
Were you
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when they cru - ci- fied
when they nailed Him to
when they pierced Him in
when they laid Him in
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my Lord? (Were you
the tree? (Were you
the side? (Were you
the tomb? (Were you
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Were you there

when

they cru - ci-fied my Lord?
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they pierced Him in

they laid Himin the tomb?

the tree?
the side?
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Some-times it

caus-es me to trem-ble,

trem-ble,

trem-ble.

F‘Z

O

_you
you
you
you

there
there
there
there

| ~—
Il

when
when
when
when

they nailed Him to
they pierced Him in
they laid Him in
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they cru - ci-fied my Lord? (Were you
the tree? {Were you

the side? {Were you
the tomb? (Were you
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Music: Arrangement © 1990 Melva Wilsor: Costen. All rights reserved, Used by permission.
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