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In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

April 20, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Choral Joseph Jongen

Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed!

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is the day that God has made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it!

Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed!

*Hymn 123 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today EASTER HYMN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of new life, we live as though you are still in the grave.
We do not rejoice in the good news of liberation for all people
without exception. We continue to sin against you and our
neighbors by our actions and our failure to act. Shake us out of
our complacency, cleanse our hearts of selfishness, and make
us joyful participants in the work of bringing about your reign
in the world today.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Jesus Christ Is Risen
Today probably began
in Latin and was
translated into Ger-
man before reaching
English, when it was
combined with the
present tune. The
style of the tune is a
reaction to the more
restrained psalm tunes
that preceded it.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to
remain in the Sanctuary
on Easter Sunday.

The anthem is text from
the New Testament

and Edward Young’s
poem Night Thoughts
(1742-46), set to music
by rugged carly
American composer
William Billings.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 104, stanza 1
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed.

In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson Psalm 118

Refrain (sung furst by the choir, then sung by choir and congregation where indicated)
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On this day the Lord has act-ed; we will re- joice and be glad in it

Give thanks to the Lord for he 1s good; his mercy endures forever.

Let us now proclaim, “his mercy endures forever.”

The Lord is my strength and my son, and he has become my salvation.
There 1s a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!

The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” Refrain

I shall not die but live, and declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.

“This 1s the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter.” Refrain
[ will give thanks to you for you answered me

and have become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Refrain

Anthem Easter Anthem William Billings
The Lord is risen in deed! Hallelujah! Now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the first fruits of them that slept. Hallellujah!
And did he rise? Hear it, ye nations, hear it O ye dead!
He rose, he burst the bars of death and triumphed o’er the grave.
Then I rose, then first humanity triumphant passed the crystal ports of light,
and seized eternal youth. Man all immortal hail.
Heaven all lavish of strange gifts to man,
thine’s all the glory, man’s the boundless bliss.

Second Lesson Luke 24:1-12, page 964
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Preposterous Dr. Ryan Baer



RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 119 The Strife Is O’er! VICTORY

Scholars debate whether

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death —

even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day ~ Richard Shephard

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day, I would my true love did so chance,

to see the legend of my lay, to call my true love to my dance;

Refrain: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love, this have I done for my true love.
For thirty pence, Judas me sold: his covetousness for to advance.

Mark whom I kiss, the same behold: the same is he shall lead the dance. Refiain
Before Pilate the Jews me brought, where Barabus had deliverance, they
scourged me and set me at naught, judged me to die, to lead the dance. Refain
Then on the cross hanged I was when a spear to my heart did glance; there
issued forth both water and blood, to call my true love to my dance. Refain
Then from the tomb I took my way, for my true love’s deliverance,

and rose again on the third day, up to my true love and the dance. Refiain

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 108 Christ Is Alive! TRURO
*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response  Hallelujah from Messiah
George Frideric Handel
Postlude Toccata from Symphony V' Charles Marie Widor

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

this powerfully poetic
text is an early Christian
hymn which Paul is
quoting or his own
composition. It is one
of the best-known and
most influential passages
in the Pauline corpus
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You may mail your check,

set up an automatic gift

through your bank, or
donate online using this

QR code or at

firstpresathens.org/

giving. Thank you for

your generosity.
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In 1968, Easter fell ten
days after the assassination
of Martin Luther King,
Jr. Christ Is Alive! was
written to express an
Easter hope while mind-
ful of that terrible event.

The congregation is
encouraged to join the
choir in singing. Please
leave copies of Hallelujah
in pews for future use.



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Guest instrumentalists:
Brandon Craswell, Trumpet
Phil Smith, Trumpet

Jean Martin-Williams, Horn
James Naigus, Horn

Matt Shipes, Tuba

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head),
Carl Bergmann, Diane Hartzell, Mary Peace

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Larry Baer, Dick Ferguson, Ed Ferguson,
Matt Jones, Jeffery Trapnell, John Turner

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
Easter lilies are given to the glory of God.

MARCH FLOWER TEAM

Greta Covington(Chair), Tootsie Adams,
Judy Burch, Lauren Cook, Andrea Doornbos,
Jennifer Trapnell, Sydney Jackson

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when
children remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable.
Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays, Palm Sunday, and

Easter. Children’s Church will resume April 14.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

On Easter we will receive the OGHS special
offering. The three programs it supports are
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People. From initial disaster
response to ongoing community development,
these programs provide people with safety,
sustenance, and hope. You may donate by a
check to FPC with “OGHS” noted on the
bottom or via firstpresathens.org/giving (please
select “1 Great Hour” under “Select a Fund”).

BISCUIT BRUNCH, 9:45 A.M.
There is no Sunday School this morning.
Everyone is invited to gather as a church family

for tellowship in Fellowship Hall.

ALL GOD’S CREATURES

APRIL 22, 5:30 P.M., COURTYARD
The Weekday School invites church families
to our “All God’s Creatures” at 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 22. We are bringing in our
“Wildlife Wonders Zoo To You!” friends
to present this hands-on fun exploring how
God made each animal unique. Questions?
Email WDS Director, Elaine Johnson, at
elaine@firstpresathens.org.



Easter Lilies are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Betsy & Bill Bushnell’s 55th
Wedding Anniversary
Jody Corry

Family Promise Guests & Volunteers

FPC Flower Committee
FPC Staff & Session
Gracie Guest

Hayward, Owen, and Meridee Guest

[an Hardin
Lewis & Diane Hudgins
Arthur McKay III
Carlton N. Mell, Jr.
Terry H. Miller

Our Daily Bread Guests & Volunteers

Kenneth Shepherd
Mary Ellen Shepherd
Alyssa Stone

Easter Lilies are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

George & Jean Allen
Fran & Harold Baer
Jinx & Skeets Baldwin
Bill & Jean Booth
Liz Brabazon
Olin & Eula Brook
Loree & Hickman Brown
Rev. W.E. Brown
Della Brownell
William & Isabella Brownell
JeAnne Cooper Burg
Coach Mike Castronis
Patrick D. Chisolm
John & Inez Chittom
Russ & Joyce Coble
Davidson Bryan Cole
Julius Phillip Covington
Allen Cantey Crowell
Jim & Mary Dantzler
Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Delmer Delano Dunn
Reese & Margaret Ellison
Edwina & Dick Ferguson
Frances & Howard Guest
Flem J. Hall
Peggy Love Hall
Jerris Hayes
Loretta Hayes
Esther Higginbotham
Andrew Jones
Catherine Taylor Jones
Everett & Ann Jones
Hervey & Gerrie Jones

Rev. J. Renwick Kennedy, Jr.

Rev. Dottie H. Kipp
The Rev. Dr. John L. Kipp

Mary & Don Koehler
Jack & Judy Koetzle
Glenda LaBoon
Tom & Frances Lane
Malcolm Ross Leadbetter
Jim Lindsey
Mary Gilbert Mell
Mr. & Mrs. F.H. Mendenhall
Mr. & Mrs. H.C. Mendenhall
Bobbie Miller
Claude Miller
James F. Morano, Jr.
Carmen P. Morgan
Ralph B. Murray
Shirley Myers
James T. O’Brien
Merritt & Be Oclke
Joanna & Henry Parsons
Melanie Cobb Parsons
Jennifer Poole
John Wesley Reed
Michael Warren Reed
Martha Shepherd
Merideth Louise Sheskey
Elliott & Elaine Simmons
Garey Simpson
John & Sissie Simpson
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Simpson
J. Ely Simpson
Grace & Bob Stephens
Carole Tatem
Elinor & John Terrell
Louise & Tom Tillman
Fred & Helen Wallace
Charles & Evelyn Ward
Lance J. Wilder
Carolyn & Sid Wilfong



ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.)

Elder Recognition Reception
Sunday, April 27
Please join us next Sunday in the Atrium immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service

to thank the elders in the Class of 2025 and welcome the Class of 2028 as they begin their
service on the Session.

Matthew 25 Housing & Community Workshops
April 27 and May 4, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

Please join the Matthew 25 Commission for two sessions on housing in Athens. On April 27, we
will examine housing insecurity in Athens and learn how Athens Area Habitat for Humanity is
helping address it. On May 4, commission members will share information about the Resource
Pantry, an M25 initiative to support residents in the Bethel Midtown community, learn more
about the Bethel community, and hear an update on the redevelopment of Bethel Village. For
more information and questions, please contact Claire Suggs at clairevhsuggs@gmail.com.

Project Safe Workday

Help tidy the Project Safe Thrift Store on Sunday April 27 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. in Bells
Shopping Center, 995 Hawthorne Ave. #7. Project Safe works to end domestic violence. Please
contact Molly Suggs at mollysuggs17@gmail.com to volunteer.

Books for Keeps Book Drive
Through May 25

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office between Sunday, April 27,
and Sunday, May 25. Books for Keeps can accept books of all kinds except textbooks and
encyclopedias. To learn more about the organization, please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

Scottish Reformation Sunday
May 4, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m, Reception at 12:00 p.m.
Join our annual celebration of our Scottish heritage at both worship services, along with recognition

oflocal and state dignitaries at 11:00 a.m. All are welcome to join the processional and recessional. If

you need to borrow a kilt, please call Smith Wilson (706-338-4646) or Lee Epting (706-353-1913).



THIS WEEK

Sunday, April 20 - Easter, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

6:45 a.m.

Community Easter Sunrise Service, Oconee Hill Cemetery

8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

9:45 a.m.

Biscuit Brunch, Fellowship Hall

Monday, April 21 - Church Office Closed

6:00 p.m.  UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
Tuesday, April 22
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Weekday School All God’s Creatures, Courtyard
6:00 p.m.  UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
7:30 p.m.  UGA Women’s Ice Hockey Awards Banquet, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, April 24
9:05a.m.  Wecekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
2:00 p.m.  Mellows, Bentley Senior Adult Day Care
5:30 p.m.  Session Worship, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
7:00 p.m.  Athens Flute Choir Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, April 27, Installation and Ordination of Elders, Books for Keeps Book Drive Begin
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The. Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching

9:45 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School

Reception for New Elders, Atrium

Matthew 25 Housing & Community Workshop, Moses Waddel Room
Project Sate Work Day, 995 Hawthorne Ave. #7

Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203

St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Youth Dinner, Fellowship Hall

Youth Group, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD

Sunday, May 4 - Scottish Reformation Sunday, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Come to the Well: Exploring God’s Love Through Stories of Water

Save the date for our intergenerational VBS! All ages are welcome - there will be activities for
kids, youth, and adults! Dates are July 13-16, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner is provided. The cost is $25
per person to help provide materials and resources for our mission projects throughout the week.
Payment can be made via our website (firstpresathens.org/giving, please select “VBS Fund” under
“selectafund”) or mailed to the church office. You are invited to come to the well - all are welcome!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Questions? Contact Hannah Knight, Director
of Children and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org.



123 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

EASTER HYMN  7.7.7.7 with alleluias

Lyra Davidica, 1708
Adapted from The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749
Desc. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1955

Stanzas 1-3, Lyra Davidica, 1708
Stanza 4, Charles Wesley, 1740
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Latin, ¢. 1693
Trans. Francis Pott, 1861

TheStrifeIsO’er

VICTORY

8.8.8 with alleluias

119

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1591
Adapt. William Henry Monk, 1861

Refrain (before stanza I and after stanza 4)
Dby J e :
| -3
CEEEe e e e S e R =
Al-le - lu - a al-le - lu ja, al-le - lu - ial
o) gu = P;__J: ﬁ——iSZS - ; :
~ ;'Il 4 | | 1 ! ) I | e
I I I l ' [
) u ! | ) ; !
7 —H ‘f 7 ' ﬁ dj = ) = I { ;
iR ) ] A
i = = = 53— % —
1. The strife is o’er, the bat - tle  done, The wvic - to -
2. The powers of death have done therr worst, But Christ their
3, The three sad  days  are quick - ly sped, Christ ris - es
4, Lord, by Your wounds on Cal - va - 1y From death’s dread
7
L, e e e o e e T g ; . .
= [ 1 T =4 - ) »
". ﬁﬁ : | I : F 1 ‘ ¥ 1 i
| I i ' | ! I
) 4 ] | I |
v ?'HJ. T | 1 | 1 | |
@;} H. = 1 ¥ I -di ]
e = ﬁ -
o
Ty of life is worn, The song of tri - umph
le - pions hath dis - persed: Let shouts of ho - Iy
glo - rious from the  dead: All glo - 1y to our
sting  Your ser - vants Iree, That we may live e -
, S : g o 2 e
L B - = ’ ] I I
=== —=
() o ! ; | |
s — j I ') i & z s
- o | e : -
[y \_/—,L d »
has be - gun. Al - le - lu - ial
joy out - burst Al - le - lu - ial
ris - en Head! Al - e - v - ia!
ter - nal - ly. Al - le - lu - ial
il
, = T & : £ __5 : :
: f ‘P 1 y) h ; 3 )
~— i : s I | : :
| L |




Christ Is Alive!

108

‘ TRURO LM Thomas Williams, 1789
Brian Wren, 1968; rev. Harm, Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
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5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring Till earth and sky and ocean ring

Good news to this and every age,

With joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Texr: Copyright © 1975 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Curass oF 2025 Crass OF 2026 CLass oF 2027
Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth Susan Baldwin
Phyllis Crowell Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell
Denise Horton Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert
Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim
Sharon Neft Jeffrey Trapnell Jay Holloway
Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt Tom Lane
Randy Riner John Turner Joan Pinson
Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens. org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager




