First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

May 11, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude A Westminster Carillon Michael Bedford

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering Hymn 470, stanza 1

O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light,

O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright;
this day the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune,
sing “Holy, holy, holy”’ to the great God triune.

Call to Worship
Our God meets us where we are,
And brings us good news of great joy.
We are filled with the Holy Spirit,
And stregthened to share the good news with others.

*Hymmn 492 Baptized in Water BUNESSAN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of new life, we live as though you are still in the grave.
We do not rejoice in the good news of liberation for all people
without exception. We continue to sin against you and our
neighbors by our actions and our failure to act. Shake us out
of our complacency, cleanse our hearts of selfishness, and
make us joyful participants in the work of bringing about
your reign in the world today.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

The prelude, played by
the Handbell Choir,

is a contemporary
American composer’s
musical nod to today’s
postlude and it’s
composer, Louis
Vierne.

Each stanza of Baptized
in Water begins with
allusions to John 3:5
and Ephceisains 1:13.
The interplay of lines
accentuates each
added image. It is set
to a Gaelic tune from
the Isle of Mull in
Scotland.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - grade 2, are invited
to Children’s Church held
in the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

Lay Reader:
11:00: Declan Brooks

The anthem, with text
based on the Scottish
Paraphrases (1781),
was set to music by
contemporary Amer-
ican composer Alfred
Fedak, was dedicated to
the Directors of Music
at Reid Memorial
Presbyterian Church in
Augusta, GA.

We Know That Christ

Is Raised is a baptismal
hymn that unfolds

the implications of’

our incorporation

into Christ’s new life,
making us “a new
creation.” The text was
written specifically for
this tune.

Scholars debate whether
this powerfully poetic
text is an early Christian
hymn which Paul is
quoting or his own
composition. It is one
of the best-known and
most influential passages
in the Pauline corpus.
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
alantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Luke 24:44-47, page 964
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 Anthem The Christ Who Died Alfred V. Fedak
The Christ who died and rose again triumphant from the grave,
now pleads our cause at God’s right hand, all-powerful to save
‘What now can separate us from the love of Christ our Lord?
Can persecution, nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
The troubles that are ours to bear are trials we cannot flee,
yet he who loved us from the first ensures our victory.
Thus, nothing in the heights or depths, no power earth can afford,
will separate us from the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Yes, he who loved us from the first is Jesus Christ our Lord.

Second Lesson Acts 8:26-39, page 999
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Good News Travels Fast Dr. Ryan Baer
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 495 We Know That Christ Is Raised ENGELBERG

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the [=1 E‘
power and the glory, forever. Amen. . £
T rl
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings [Eler ek
Y il your check,
Offertory Bunessan Robert J. Powell Se?;;ﬁf c’:ZItlon}:ZchgZ‘t
through your bank, or
“Doxology Hymn 592 donate online using this
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; QR code or at

firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Based on Christ’s great

commission, Go to the
World! was written for a

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD Convocation of
Emmanuel college in
*Hymn insert Go to the World! SINE NOMINE Toronto, the largest
L. theological school of
*Charge and Benediction the United church of
. Canada, a denomi-
*Congregational Response Hymn 535 nation formed by the
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way union of Methodists,
through this and every coming day, Congregationalists, and
that in your Spirit strong and true Presbyterians.
our lives may be our gift to you. Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Carillon de Westminster Louis Vierne OneLicense.net #A4-714861.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Children, Pre K — 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Caring Hands Offering

This month, a special Caring Hands offering will be collected to benefit the Caring Hands Fund of
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia. Presbyterian Homes 1s a ministry that serves our most vulnerable population
- our seniors. This annual offering is the largest source of funds for benevolent care for Presbyterian Homes’
six communities in Georgia. Your contribution directly supports the care of residents who have outlived their
financial resources. Our congregation joins Presbyterian churches statewide to support this vital ministry.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, then
select “Presby Homes/Mother’s Day” under “Select a fund”). Alternatively, you can visit www.

phgainc.org/caring-hands-fund/give-now/ to make a direct donation. 5



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Declan Brooks
USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), David Cole
11:00 a.m. Jimbo Laboon III (head),
Ethelyn Simpson, Matt Jones

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of her mother, Marian Alice
Wendler, and John Kenley Carr, by Carol McKay.

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair),
Mary Attaway, Elaine Johnson, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Youth Sunday & Graduate Recognition

Join us on May 18 as our youth help lead worship! The liturgy and elements are based on
Ecclesiastes 3:1-14, reminding us that God has called us into fullness of life - in every season. We
will also be recognizing our 2025 high school graduates during the 11:00 a.m. service (with a
reception to follow in Fellowship Hall). I am grateful for a church that encourages youth leadership
each week, and supports our wonderful youth kiddos and their families! We hope May 18 is a
vibrant, joyful day of worship and a chance for intergenerational fellowship!

-Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries

Summer Schedule

May 18 will be our last Sunday with two services. Over the Memorial Day weekend, May 25, we
will go to our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular Sunday School classes will
not meet over the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for a new session of “Everybody Hurts
(Sometimes).” You can find more information about it in the box below.

L= e

For three Sundays in June, the Congregational Care Commission will be offering a 3-week
series called “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”. This series is back-by-popular-demand and
will focus on three unique areas of human experience that are painful and challenging — we
will hear personal stories, professional perspectives, and offer resources for continued healing.

“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”’

The topics this year are: Suicide Prevention (June 15), Caregiving (June 22), and Aging (June 29).
We will meet in the Moses Waddel Room from 11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. each of those weeks,
and light breakfast items will be available. Please reach out to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.
org) with any questions -- we hope you will plan to join us for these important conversations. &




Books for Keeps Book Drive

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office through May 25. Books for
Keeps can accept books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn more about the
organization, please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

Come to the Well: Exploring God’s Love Through Stories of Water

Save the date for our intergenerational VBS! All ages are welcome - there will be activities for
kids, youth, and adults! Dates are July 13-16, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner is provided. The cost is $25
per person to help provide materials and resources for our mission projects throughout the week.
Payment can be made via our website (firstpresathens.org/giving, please select “VBS Fund” under
“selecta fund”) or mailed to the church office. You are invited to come to the well - all are welcome!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Questions? Contact Hannah Knight, Director
of Children and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org.

Summer Camp Scholarships for Bethel Buddies

In recent summers, FPC has collected money to share with Bethel Midtown to help some children
attend summer day camp at Lay Park. The Lay Park Community Center camp runs for 8 weeks
(Monday-Friday) and creates space for children to play sports, do crafts, and have lots of fun in our
community. The cost per child is $100 for the whole summer. We’d love to raise $800 — enough
to cover eight scholarships. Please help us continue to share God’s love by donating to support this
scholarship fund for our Bethel Buddies.

‘You may make a donation online at firstpresathens.org/giving (please select “General Fund” under “select
afund” and add “Bethel Summer Camp” under “optional memo”), mail a check, or place a check in
the offering plate. Please be sure to note that it s for “Bethel Summer Camp.” If you have any questions,
contact Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries at hannah@firstpresathens.org.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 11
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45am.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Fellowship Hall

12:15 p.m.  Young Adult Sunday Brunch, Off Site

Monday, May 12
10:00 a.m.  Congregational Care Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
6:30 p.m.  Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Tuesday, May 13
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, May 14
9:15a.m.  Circle 7, Presbyterian Village
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, May 15
5:30 p.m.  Session Worship, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Saturday, May 17
2:30 p.m.  Historic Athens Church Tour@FPC, Sanctuary (more info on FPC website)

Sunday, May 18 - Youth & Graduate Recognition Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Ms. Hannah Knight preaching
9:45am.  Sunday School

12:00 p.m.  Reception for Graduates, Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m.  Youth Group End of Year Party, Fellowship Hall



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite * Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both
middle and high school

Both middle and high school groups will be using
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship
each week. Middle and high schoolers will be split
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study,
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)

Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com)
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is a space for all parents of children and youth
to gather and share in the complexity of family life.
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship,
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
Anin-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

The New Voices class is a discussion based class
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside,
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study
God’s holy word with us!

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

The class features open and honest discussion in a
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and
discussion of the course Jesus and His_Jewish Influences,
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com),

Jim Scanlon (Jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



Baptized in Water

492

BUNESSAN 558559
Gaelic melody

Michael A, Saward, 1981 Aixr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985
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495 We Know That Christ Is Raised

ENGELBERG  10.10.104

John Brownlow Geyer, 1969 Charles Villiers Stanford, 1904
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Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1985

Go to the World!
SINE NOMINE

Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Crass OF 2026 CLass oF 2027 Curass oF 2028
Lindsay Griffeth Susan Baldwin Steven Brooks
Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell Courtney Dantzler
Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert Shannon Ferguson
Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim Edward W. (Ned) Phares
Jeftrey Trapnell Jay Holloway Holly Sheats
Pat Tritt Tom Lane Lawton Stephens
John Turner Joan Pinson Madeline Van Dyck
Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager




