
May 18, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Youth Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
was written as a medita-
tion on Lamentations 3. 
It is one of few poems 
by a Methodist hymn 
writer and pastor that 
gained much currency. 
The tune was composed 
for this text.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude              Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing       Roland Martin

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                     Hymn 470, stanza 1
	 O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light, 
	 O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright;
	 this day the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune, 
	 sing “Holy, holy, holy” to the great God triune.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 For everything there is a season
	 And a time for every matter under heaven.
	 Fall, winter, spring, summer - everything has its time,
	 And God is present in the midst of it all. 
	 Let us worship God together.

*Hymn 276                    Great Is Thy Faithfulness               FAITHFULNESS

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Dear Lord, unfortunately, we have fallen short this week with 
too many wrongs and not enough rights. We have had too 
much pride, and we have lacked compassion for our peers. 
We have also tried to control the things we cannot control, 
instead of trusting in you. We ask for your forgiveness, Lord, 
and we request your guidance in the coming days to help us 
redirect our steps to follow you in all that we do.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.



*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                        CELTIC ALLELUIA

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

  Graduate Recognition and Reflections

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination         Hymn 327, stanza 1
	 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
	 O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
	 we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
	 a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

  First Lesson            Psalm 16:5-11, page 485
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  11:00 Anthem         For the Beauty of the Earth           David Ashley White
	 For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 
	 for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 
	 God of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
	 For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
	 friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
	 God of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
	 For thyself, best Gift Divine! To the world so freely given; 
	 for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 
	 God of all, to thee we raise this our of grateful praise!

  Second Lesson       Ecclesiastes 3:1-14, page 604
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                           In Every Season                Ms. Hannah Knight

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 356        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                  NETTLETON

*Affirmation of Faith                                                        The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 	
	 God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.2

At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

This Sunday, children 
are invited to remain in 
sanctuary for worship.

Class of 2025:

Camille Attaway
Clarke Central High School
University of Georgia

Emma Clarke
Clarke Central High School
University of Georgia

Anderson Craig
Clarke Central High School
Georgia Southern 
University

Lorenzo Fischetti
Clarke Central High School
University of Georgia

Lane Holloway
Clarke Central High School
Duke University

Molly Suggs
Clarke Central High School
Georgia Institute of 
Technology

Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing was written 
for Pentecost by a British 
Baptist pastor. The text is 
full of biblical terms like 
“Ebeneezer” (1 Samuel 
7), Hebrew for “a stone 
of help.” 



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

How Great Thou Art is 
a tuneful retelling of the 
salvation story which 
began as a Swedish 
hymn, which was 
translated into German 
and then Russian before 
reaching an English 
translation.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

    Offertory                                 Boutree            George Frideric Handel

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 467                        How Great Thou Art                  O STORE GUD

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                     Hymn 535, stanza 3
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
	 through this and every coming day,
 	 that in your Spirit strong and true
	 our lives may be our gift to you.

  Postlude                         Improvisation on Nettleton                 John Coble

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Youth Sunday & Graduate Recognition
Today, May 18, our youth help lead worship! The liturgy and elements are based on Ecclesiastes 
3:1-14, reminding us that God has called us into fullness of life - in every season. We are also 
recognizing our 2025 high school graduates during the 11:00 a.m. service (with a reception to 
follow in Fellowship Hall). I am grateful for a church that encourages youth leadership each week, 
and supports our wonderful youth and their families! We hope May 18 is a vibrant, joyful day of 
worship and an opportunity for intergenerational fellowship!
	 -Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, all are invited to a reception 
in Fellowship Hall in honor of our high school graduates.
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children & 	
	                         Youth Ministries
St. Andrews Choir
Celebration Singers
Chancel Choir

ACOLYTES
11:00 a.m. Andrew Miller, Chuck Phillips

CHOIR/MUSICIANS
Daniel Baer, trumpet/Celebration Singers
Nathan Baer, saxophone/Celebration Singers
Evie Bawcum, Celebration Singers
Declan Brooks, violin/Celebration Singers
Petch Bryan, organ
Kyah Campbell, Celebration Singers
Emma Clarke, French horn
Benjamin Crim, Celebration Singers
Josie Crim, Celebration Singers
Jennings Holloway, Celebration Singers
Jean Martin-Williams, French horn

SPEAKERS
Camille Attaway, Daniel Baer, Nathan Baer,  
Declan Brooks, Zoe Campbell, Josie Crim, 
Jennings Holloway, Lane Holloway, Owen 
Phillips, Art Ryder, Jude Seabolt, Tate Sheats

USHERS
Kyah Campbell, Anderson Craig, Gus Craig,
Benjamin Crim, Jimbo Laboon III (11:00 a.m.), 
Davis Miller, Art Ryder, Jude Seabolt,
John Simpson (8:45 a.m.), Tate Sheats

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley 

FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the 
glory of God and in memory of her parents, Carl 
and Nancy Wilson, by Carla Buss.

YOUTH SUNDAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (May chair), 
Mary Attaway, Evie Doornbos, Sidney 
Doornbos, Elaine Johnson, Josh Owens, 
William Owens, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Summer Schedule

Today is our last Sunday with two services. Over the Memorial Day weekend, May 25, we will go to 
our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular Sunday School classes will not meet over 
the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for a new session of “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes).” 
You can find more information about it in the box below.

“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”
For three Sundays in June, the Congregational Care Commission will be offering a 3-week 
series called “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”. This series is back-by-popular-demand and 
will focus on three unique areas of human experience that are painful and challenging – we 
will hear personal stories, professional perspectives, and offer resources for continued healing. 

The topics this year are: Suicide Prevention (June 15), Caregiving (June 22), and Aging (June 29). 
We will meet in the Moses Waddel Room from 11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. each of those weeks, 
and light breakfast items will be available. Please reach out to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.
org) with any questions -- we hope you will plan to join us for these important conversations.

Nursery and Children’s + Youth Sunday school will be offered during that time.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 18 - Youth & Graduate Recognition Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Ms. Hannah Knight preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Graduates, Fellowship Hall
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group End of Year Party, Fellowship Hall

Monday, May 19
11:00 a.m.	 Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Caregiving Team Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Tuesday, May 20
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  2:00 p.m.	 NEGA Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
  5:30 p.m.	 Stephen Minister Meeting, Off Site

Wednesday, May 21
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Sunday, May 25 - Summer Schedule Begins, One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., 
			                Books for Keeps Book Drive ends
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Atrium Refreshments

Books for Keeps Book Drive
Through May 25

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please 
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office by next Sunday, May 25. 
Books for Keeps can accept books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn more 
about the organization, please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

Come to the Well: Exploring God’s Love Through Stories of Water
Save the date for our intergenerational VBS! All ages are welcome - there will be activities for 
kids, youth, and adults! Dates are July 13-16, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner is provided. The cost is $25 
per person to help provide materials and resources for our mission projects throughout the week. 
Payment can be made via our website (firstpresathens.org/giving, please select “VBS Fund” under 
“select a fund”) or mailed to the church office. You are invited to come to the well - all are welcome!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Questions? Contact Hannah Knight, Director 
of Children and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org.

Summer Camp Scholarships for Bethel Buddies, Thank you!
Thank you for your generous contributions to the Bethel Buddies summer camp scholarship. Our 
friends at Bethel Midtown extend their gratitude- we are thankful for a congregation that supports 
these kids to attend the lifegiving, wonderful camps at Lay Park!

Summer Choir
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be a chance 
to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to Wednesday 
night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Beginning Sunday, May 
25, through August 17, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for 
that morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the 
whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some will decide they enjoy singing in the choir 
enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and children are 
also welcome. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, praying 
to God, and responding through art and worship.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) - offered for both 
middle and high school
Both middle and high school groups will be using 
the Living the Word curriculum, that closely follows 
the narrative lectionary that guides our worship 
each week. Middle and high schoolers will be split 
into separate rooms in the PIT for a time of study, 
discussion, and response.

Youth Group (5:30-7 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will begin with dinner together 
in the fellowship hall (please volunteer to provide 
a meal at tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinner2024). At 
6:00, both middle and high school groups will move 
down to the PIT where there will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend an intentional hour together. The theme for 
this year is “In Every Season,” rooted in Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8. We will spend time diving into what it looks 
like to trust & see God in every season, and learning 
to be okay with asking questions about our faith.

For any questions, please contact Hannah at 
hannah@firstpresathens.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room
Bible Basics is a new intergenerational adult class 
designed to improve basic Bible knowledge and 
familiarity. This year, we are “walking through the 
Bible” - Genesis to Revelation - in an effort to lay a 
solid foundation for future Bible study. The class is 
appropriate for all experience levels from “Biblical 
neophytes” to those looking for a refresher.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) 
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for all parents of children and youth 
to gather and share in the complexity of family life. 
Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship, 
parenting support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or 
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class 
that is currently studying the parables of Jesus. This 
study is based on the book Parables from the Backside, 
by J. Ellsworth Kallas. All are invited to come study 
God’s holy word with us!
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and 
discussion of the course Jesus and His Jewish Influences, 
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), 
Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923











FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager


