First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

May 25, 2025
10:00 a.m.
Sixth Sunday of Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Intrada Grayston Ives
Words of Welcome
Song of Gathering Hymn 470, stanza 1

O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light,

O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright;
this day the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune,
sing “Holy, holy, holy”* to the great God triune.

Call to Worship
We come before God with humility.
We off ourselves, imperfect as we are, to our God.
God welcomes us with open arms.

We will praise God with gratitude and joy!

*Hymn 460 Holy God, We Praise Your Name
GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of new life, we live as though you are still in the grave. We
do not rejoice in the good news of liberation for all people with
out exception. We continue to sin against you and our neighbors
by our actions and our failure to act. Shake us out of our
complacency, cleanse our hearts of selfishness, and make us
joyful participants in the work of bringing about your reign in
the world today.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Holy God, We Praise
Your Name is based

on an 18th-century
German version the
Latin hymn Te Deum
laudamus. This English
version is sung by both
Protestants and Roman
Catholics. The tune
was composed for the
German version:



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

All children are invited
to remain in worship
on Sunday mornings
with_family during the
summer months.

Lay Reader:
Carol McKay

The anthem is a familiar
text by Frederick William
Faber, a reminder that the
model for our dealings
with others should be
God’s generosity. It is set
to music by

American composer
Calvin Hampton.

When I survey the Won-
drous Cross grew out
of Isaac Watts’ desire
to give Christians the
ability to sing about
gospel events. It is set
to a 19th-century tune
inspired by patters of
Gregorian chant.

Scholars debate whether
this powerfully poetic
text is an early Christian
hymn which Paul is
quoting or his own
composition. It is one
of the best-known and
most influential passages
in the Pauline corpus.

*Congregational Response CELTIC ALLELUIA
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
alantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Luke 18:9-14, page 957
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Calvin Hampton
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good;
there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgement given.
There 1s plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed,;
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head.
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we should take him at his word;
and our life would be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.

Second Lesson  Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21, page 1061
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Enough ~ The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 101 When I Survey the Wonderous Cross HAMBURG

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and (cont.)



under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 3
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the =l
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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You may mail your check,
set up an automatic gift
through your bank, or
donate online using this

Offertory I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ ~ Johann Sebastian Bach OR code or at

firstpresathens.org/
*Doxology Hymn 592 giving. Thank you for

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Your generosity.
g your g Y
praise him, all creatures here below;
pra}se him above, ye heavenly host; Etemal Father, Strong o
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Save, sometimes known
as “The Navy Hymn,”
follows a Trinitarian
pattern based on parts

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD of Job, Matthew, and
Genesis, where God
*Hymn 562 Eternal Father, Strong to Save MELITA | prescribes the ocean’s
boundaries, Christ stills
*Charge and Benediction the storm, and the Spirit
broods over the depths
*Congregational Response Hymn 535 and creates order from
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way chaos. The final stanza is
through this and every coming day, a prayer to the Trinity for
. . . the safety of all travelers.
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you. Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Fugue from Sonata 11 Felix Mendelssohn | OneLicense.net #A4-714861

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Books for Keeps Book Drive
Extended through May 28

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books for Keeps can accept
books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn more about the organization,
please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Carol McKay

USHERS
John Simpson (head),
Jimbo LaBoon III, Larry Baer

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and to honor the men and women who have
served our Armed Forces and in memory of James
W. Dudley, Sr. and Jr., Major Bruce Coleman, and
Colonel John Duane, by Randy Dudley.

We have a rosebud in honor of the birth of
Mose Wadsworth Stuart VI on May 6, 2025.
Parents are Worth Stuart and Ranie Neislar.
Grandmother 1s Wanda Neislar.

MAY FLOWER TEAM

Paige Simmons (chair),
Mary Attaway, Elaine Johnson, Gail Wilfong

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Food Sunday, June 1

You may bring donations of cold breakfast cereal, hamburger/tuna helper, white rice
(1 or 2 1bs) to church on Sunday, Junel. You may also bring items to the church office until
Friday, May 30. Our neighbors in need are very grateful for your donations! Many thanks for
your thoughtfulness and generosity!
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For three Sundays in June, the Congregational Care Commission will be offering a 3-week
series called “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”. This series is back-by-popular-demand and
will focus on three unique areas of human experience that are painful and challenging — we
will hear personal stories, professional perspectives, and offer resources for continued healing.

“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”’

The topics this year are: Suicide Prevention (June 15), Caregiving (June 22), and Aging (June 29).
We will meet in the Moses Waddel Room from 11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. each of those weeks,
and light breakfast items will be available. Please reach out to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.
org) with any questions -- we hope you will plan to join us for these important conversations.

e

Nursery and Children’s + Youth Sunday school will be offered during that time.

)




First Quarter Finance Update

Dear Friends,
Please see below an update of the Session about the first quarter finance numbers:

* At the annual congregational meeting, the session presented a 2025 operating budget that
projected a year-end deficit. However, we noted that if 200 households would give an
additional $20 per week to the general fund, the deficit would be eliminated.

*  We are delighted to report that by the end of March, 97 households had already answered
that call, giving more than they did during the same period a year ago. Thank you, thank
you, THANK YOU!

* Asof March 31, budgeted operating income was $326,738, while actual income was $372,421.
Budgeted operating expenses were $388,895, while actual operating expenses were $374,385.

*  While this is a fantastic start to the year, historically, the summer months have been seasons
of slightly lower income and slightly higher costs. We are most grateful for those households
who are able to “smooth” their giving over the course of the year, as it helps the church meet
our monthly expenses and keep our quarterly commitments to our mission partners without
challenging our cash flow.

*  We give thanks for those households who give over and above their gifts to the operating
budget to help eliminate our construction debt. As of April 30, the loan balance was $646,319,
down from $725,482 on January 1.

Thank you so much your faithful financial support of the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian
Church! For more information or with questions, please contact Administration Commission
Chair Jeftrey Trapnell (jeftrey.trapnell@gmail.com) or Treasurer Michelle Clendenen-Shaw
(michelle.shaw@usan.com).

Come to the Well: Exploring God’s Love Through Stories of Water

Save the date for our intergenerational VBS! All ages are welcome - there will be activities for
kids, youth, and adults! Dates are July 13-16, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner is provided. The cost is $25
per person to help provide materials and resources for our mission projects throughout the week.
Payment can be made via our website (firstpresathens.org/giving, please select “VBS Fund” under
“selecta fund”) or mailed to the church office. You are invited to come to the well - all are welcome!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Questions? Contact Hannah Knight, Director
of Children and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org.

Summer Choir

Ifyou've ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be a chance
to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to Wednesday
night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Beginning this Sunday, May
25, through August 17, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for
that morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the
whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some will decide they enjoy singing in the choir
enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and children are
also welcome. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.



THIS WEEK
Sunday, May 25 - Summer Schedule Begins, One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.,
Books for Keeps Book Drive ends
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:00 a.m.  Atrium Refreshments

Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day Church Office Closed

Tuesday, May 27
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, June 1 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

11:00 a.m.  Atrium Refreshments

12:30 p.m.  Youth depart for Montreat Youth Conference

Summer Fellowship Outings

Summer is here! We hope you’ll plan to join us for some (or all!) of these fun fellowship outings.
Each of these is open to anyone who would like to attend — all ages and stages of our church
tamily! Please RSVP to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.org) so we can keep a headcount and
teel free to reach out with questions.

Friday, May 30 at 6:30 p.m., Movie in the Park@Wire Park (1725 Electric Ave, Watkinsville)
Come watch “Finding Nemo” on the big screen. BYO chairs/blankets and enjoy food/drink
from the many surrounding cateries.

Tuesday, June 10 at 5:30 p.m. Downtown Dinner, Ted’s Most Best (254 W. Washington St.)
Bring the whole family and head downtown for food, drink, and fun!

Saturday June 21 at 9:00 a.m. Kayaking on the Broad River
$35 per person. Please e-mail Whitney to sign up by June 16.

Saturday, June 28 at 8:30 a.m. Biking on the Greenway

Bikers (all ages and abilities welcome!) can meet at the Sandy Creek Nature Center parking lot
(205 Old Commerce Road). Bring your own bike, helmet, and water bottle.

Please contact Karen Phillips if you plan to join at shutterstitch@gmail.com.

Saturday, July 19 at 6:05 p.m. Gwinnett Stripers v. Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp (Triple-A
baseball), Coolray Field (Lawrenceville, GA)
Please e-mail Whitney by July 1 to claim your spot!

Thursday, July 24 at 5:30 p.m. Downtown Dinner, Creature Comforts Brewing
Company (271 W. Hancock Ave)

Food truck, beverages (including n/a), and fun for everyone!

TBD: Morning walk at Botanical Garden and Trivia at Mellow Mushroom.
More information about these two events will be published soon.



Holy God, We Praise Your Name

GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH

Attr, Ignaz Franz, c. 1774
Trans., Clarence Alphonsus Walworth, 1858; alt.

460

787877

Allgemeines Katholisches Gesangbuch, c¢. 1774
Alt. Johann Gottfried Schicht, 1819
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Isaac Watts, 1707 Lowell Mason, 1824
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save 562

MELITA 888888

William Whiting, 1860; alt. John Bacchus Dykes, 1861
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Crass OF 2026 CrLass oF 2027 Crass oF 2028
Lindsay Grifteth Susan Baldwin Steven Brooks
Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell Courtney Dantzler
Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert Shannon Ferguson
Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim Edward W. (Ned) Phares
Jeftrey Trapnell Jay Holloway Holly Sheats
Pat Tritt Tom Lane Lawton Stephens
John Turner Joan Pinson Madeline Van Dyck
Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens. org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager




