First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 6, 2025
10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Land of Rest Dale Wood

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering HOLY MANNA

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering.

Here, in truth we will be fed.

You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

Call to Worship
Hear our cries, O God; listen to our prayers.
From the ends of the earth we call to you
when our hearts are overwhelmed
Lead us to the rock; for you have been our refuge,
a strong tower against the enemy.
Let us dwell in your tent forever! Let us take refuge
under the shelter of your wings!
Let us worship the Lord our God.

*Hymn 262

*Call to Confession

adapted from Psalm 61

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand NATIONAL HYMN

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you with our whole
hearts, minds, and strength, and we have not loved our neighbors
as we have loved ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have
been, amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, to the
glory of your holy name.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able please stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

God of the Ages, Whose
Almighty Hand was
generated by 19th-
century celebrations: the
text by the Declaration
of Independence and the
music by the adoption of
the U.S. Constitution.
Despite these origins,
no specific nation is
mentioned in this hymn
of praise and prayer for
peace.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

All children are invited
to remain in worship
on Sunday mornings
with_family during the
summer months.

Lay Reader: Joan Pinson

Let Us Break Bread
Together is an African
American spiritual
possibly reflecting the
circumstances of slaves
attending communion
services in colonial
Anglican churches,
including the use of
“Lord, have mercy.”

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the

cighth century.
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You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.
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*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Psalm 61:1-4, page 515
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Luke 11:1-4, page 949
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Teach Us to Pray- Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 513 Let Us Break Bread Together

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon

LET US BREAK BREAD
The Apostles” Creed

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Bread of the World Richard Shephard

Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed,

by whom the words of life were spoken and in whose death our sins are dead.
Look on the heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners shed
and be thy feast to us the token that by thy grace our souls are fed.

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise...
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion
My Country, "Tis of

Thee was written by SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

a Baptist minister and

was first sung at an *Hymmn 561 My Country, "Tis of Thee AMERICA
Independence Day

celebration by the *Charge and Benediction

Boston Sabbath School
Union in 1831. The
tune has been used

as a national hymn in

*Congregational Response AR HYD Y NOS
Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.

many countries Here my Spirit’s power filled you;
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Texts and music for hymns and Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.
sung responses reprinted under
OneLLicense.net #4-714861 Postlude The Rejoicing from Fireworks Music George Frideric Handel

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 6 - Communion Sunday

9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
Monday, July 7

2:00 p.m.  Circle Two, Staff Conference Room

5:30 p.m.  Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
Tuesday, July 8
10:00 a.m.  Staftf Meeting, Staff Conference Room
Wednesday, July 9

8:00a.m.  WDS Wonderful Wednesday

2:00 p.m.  Memorial Service for Iéda Wiarda, Sanctuary

2:45 p.m.  Reception for [éda Wiarda, Atrium

5:30 p.m.  FarmRX Cooking Classes, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, July 10

5:30 p.m.  FarmRX Cooking Classes, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, July 13 - Food Sunday

9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
5:00 p.m.  Vacation Bible School Begins, Fellowship Hall



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Joan Pinson

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon (head),
John Simpson, Emily LaBoon

GREETER

Svea Bogue

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Paulo Santos

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

JULY FLOWER TEAM
Vera Lee-Schoenfeld, Rebekah Seabolt,
Ethelyn Simpson

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory
of God and in memory of Joe and Kathleen
Wilfong by their children.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sign up by Tomorrow! VBS 2025 — Come to the Well

Come one, come all (to the well) for VBS 2025 at FPC! For ages 3-103 (nursery available upon
request- please register by tomorrow, 7/2 if nursery is needed). Join us July 13-16 from 5-7:30 pm
for dinner, music, enriching adult Bible study + intentional conversation, fun children’s activity
rotations, and joyful intergenerational fellowship. Each night will conclude with a service project
benefitting the Resource Pantry, Bethel Buddies, and more! Registration is $25 per person and
helps us provide supplies for service projects. See! You! There!!

Please register at tinyurl.com/2025cometothewell. Contact Hannah Knight, Director of Children
and Youth Ministries, at hannah@firstpresathens.org, for more information and with any questions.

We need volunteers! If you can help us with art, recreation, worship, dinner, check-in/out, leading our
littlest ones, or other tasks as needed, we’d be so grateful! Please visit tinyurl.com/FPCVBS25 to sign up.

Bethlehem Ministry Celebrating Father Bruno’s 80th Birthday

FPC has supported the humanitarian work in Haiti of Episcopalian priest Father Jean Monique
Bruno for 40 years! Father Bruno founded numerous schools in Haiti, most recently St.
Barthélémy (pre-K to high school), as well as the health clinic, Clinique Espérance et Vie, in
addition to building housing and feeding the poor. His tireless efforts have given hope and life
to thousands of the least fortunate in Haiti. Today, First Pres supports these programs through
Bethlehem Ministry (a U.S. 501(c)(3)). Father Bruno has visited FPC numerous times, and
many church members have traveled to Haiti on mission trips, served on the board of Bethlehem
Ministry, and supported the programs with volunteer efforts, prayers, and finances.

Father Bruno is turning 80 on Sunday, July 27, and Bethlehem Ministry is collecting greetings
for his birthday! Please go to the Bethlehem Ministry website to add your special memories,
wishes, and prayers for Father Bruno’s very special Bon Fet! You can use the website by going to
www.bethlehemministry.org. For more information, please contact Rennae Henry, Executive
Director (832-656-4292).



ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.)

Food Sunday, July 13

You may bring donations of saltine crackers, kid friendly snack food, and white rice (1 or
2 1b bags) to church on Sunday, July 13. You may also bring items to the church office until
Friday, July 11. Our neighbors in need are very grateful for your donations! Many thanks for
your thoughtfulness and generosity!

Summer Fellowship Outings

Summer is here! We hope you’ll plan to join us for some (or all!) of these fun fellowship outings.
Each of these is open to anyone who would like to attend — all ages and stages of our church
tamily! Please RSVP to Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org) so we can keep
a headcount and feel free to reach out with questions.

Saturday, July 19 at 6:05 p.m. Gwinnett Stripers v. Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp (Triple-A
baseball), Coolray Field (Lawrenceville, GA)
$15 per person. Please RSVP by July 1 to claim your spot!

Thursday, July 24 at 5:30 p.m. Downtown Dinner, Creature Comforts Brewing
Company (271 W. Hancock Ave)
Food truck, beverages (including non-alcoholic), and fun for everyone!

Tuesday, August 5 at 7:00 p.m. Trivia at Mellow Mushroom (320 E. Clayton St)
Bring your knowledge and competitive spirit for team trivia!

Summer Choir

If you've ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be
a chance to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to
Wednesday night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Through
August 18, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for that
morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the
whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some will decide they enjoy singing in the
choir enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and
children are also welcome. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Our Daily Bread Volunteers Needed

Volunteers from FPC provide and serve meals to our neighbors in need monthly at First Baptist
Church: lunch on the first Wednesday, and breakfast on the second and fourth Tuesdays. For
details and to help, please contact Joan Pinson at joanpinson@aol.com to help with breakfast or
Leslie Desimone at ldesimon@uga.edu to help with lunch.



262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876; alt.

NATIONAL HYMN  10.10.10.10

George William Warren, 1892
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Let Us Break Bread Together

LET US BREAK BREAD

African-American spiritual

|
T

10.10 with refrain

African-American spiritual

Arr, Melva Wilson Cosien, 1988
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1. Let us break bread to- geth-er on our knees; (on our knees;)
2. Let us drink  wine  to - geth-er on our knees; {on our kaees;)
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My Country, "Tis of Thee

AMERICA  6.6.4.6.6.6.4
Samuel Francis Smith, 1831 Thesauris Musicus, Tondon, c. 1740
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2. My na - five coun - try, thee, Land of the no - ble free,
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*Or “parents.”




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
CLass OF 2026 CLass oF 2027 CLass OF 2028
Lindsay Grifteth Susan Baldwin Steven Brooks
Dan Nadenicek Bill Bushnell Courtney Dantzler
Karen Phillips Amy Cowsert Shannon Ferguson
Ethelyn Simpson Matt Crim Edward W. (Ned) Phares
Jeffrey Trapnell Jay Holloway Holly Sheats
Pat Tritt Tom Lane Lawton Stephens
John Turner Joan Pinson Madeline Van Dyck
Pat Waldrip Paige Simmons John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager




