
August 3, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Communion Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Holy God, We Praise 
Your Name was 
originally a 5th
century Latin hymn, 
Te Deum laudamus, 
which means “We 
praise you, O God.” 
It was translated in
German, and then 
English, and it is sung 
by both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. The 
tune was composed for 
the German version.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                           Sanctus and Agnus Dei                Craig Phillips

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                   O QUANTA QUALIA

	 Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor; 
	 enter God’s presence with thanks and a song! 
	 You are the rock of your people’s salvation 
	 to whom our jubilant praises belong.

  Call to Worship        
	 O Lord, you are God. There is no other God but you.
	 Let us revel in the mystery of God.
	 For your love, for your word, for all that you have given:
	 O Lord, we thank you and praise you.
	 Let us celebrate God’s holy name.
	 Let us worship God.

*Hymn 460            Holy God, We Praise Your Name
GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 God of fire and wind, holy and powerful, mighty and mysterious,
	 we are drawn by your Spirit to this place. As we gather and behold
	 your glory, we become aware of our sin. We confess that we have 	
	 ignored your word. We have rejected your gifts. We have failed in 	
	 your work. Ignoring the truth of Pentecost, we exclude those dif-
	 ferent from us. We divide our loyalties, and we divide our hearts.
	 Let your Spirit burn away our sins and fill us with faith and courage,
	 so that we might live into the promise of this day and receive the 
	 fullness of all that you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ our Lord.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able please stand.



*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Congregational Response                                                     Jacques Berthier

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination                                               Hymn 327, stanza 1             

	 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
	 O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
	 we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
	 a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

  First Lesson            Matthew 22:34-40, page 902
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson        Exodus 20:1-6, page 65
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                The Ten Best Ways     The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 507                          I Come with Joy                  DOVE OF PEACE

(stanzas 1-4)

*Affirmation of Faith                   excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith
	 In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of 	
	 our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 	
	 of the Holy Spirit we trust in the one triune God, the Holy 	
	 One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.
	 We trust in God, whom we call Abba, Father. In sovereign 	
	 love God created the world good And makes everyone equally 	
	 in God’s image male and female, of every race and people, to 	
	 live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from 	
	 our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the 	
	 image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit
	 neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted 	
	 to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with
	 justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God
	 of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families
	 of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel
	 from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs 	
	 with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake 	
	 her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal
	 home, God is faithful still. Glory be to the Father, and to the 	
	 Son, and to the Holy spirit. Amen.
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

All children are invited 
to remain in worship 
on Sunday mornings 
with family during the 
summer months.

Lay Reader: Kent Burel

I Come with Joy affirms 
that Christian unity 
is not achievement 
but gift, renewed each 
time we gather for the 
Lord’s Supper. The 
hymn’s unadorned 
language is matched 
to a simple shape note 
tune.

In 1983, the PC(USA) 
was formed by the 
reunion of what were the 
Northern and Southern 
streams of the Presby-
terian denominations 
in the USA. The Brief 
Statement of Faith was 
written to articulate 
the common identity 
Presbyterians share. This 
creed is arranged in a 
trinitarian framework 
that is meant to be used 
in worship.



You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is by American compos-
er Hal H. Hopson, who 
passed away on July 20 
at the age of 92. Hopson 
was a prolific composer 
and arranger of sacred 
music who published 
more than 3,000 works.
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                           O God Unseen                      Mark Schweizer
	 O God unseen yet ever near, thy presence may we feel; 
	 and thus inspired with holy fear, before thine altar kneel. 
	 Here may the faithful people know the blessings of thy love, 
	 the streams that through the desert flow, the manna from above. 
	 Thus may we all thy word obey, for we, O God, are thine; 
	 and go rejoicing on our way, renewed with strength divine.

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 The Great Amen
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THIS WEEK
Sunday, August 3 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching

Monday, August 4
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle Two, Staff Conference Room
  6:00 p.m.	 NAMI Meeting, Room 308

Tuesday, August 5
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Summer Fellowship Outing: Trivia Night, Mellow Mushroom (320 E Clayton St.)   

Wednesday, August 6
11:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Lunch, First Baptist Church
  5:30 p.m.	 FarmRX Cooking Classes, Fellowship Hall

Thursday, August 7
  5:30 p.m.	 Weekday School Committe Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 FarmRX Cooking Classes, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, August 10
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:30 a.m.	 New Member FirstThings Class, Moses Waddel Room

Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling appears in 
almost all English-
language hymnals. The 
transforming power 
of love motivates the 
unending praise of the 
life to come. The Welsh 
tune’s name means 
“delightful.” 

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 376              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                 HYFRYDOL

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                  Hymn 507, Stanza 5
	 Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,
	 and as his people in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise, 
	 we’ll live and speak his praise.

  Postlude                                       Toccata                                        Grayston Ives



WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Kent Burel

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon (head), 
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, Larry Baer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

AUGUST FLOWER TEAM
Karen Gilmore, Karen Cobb, Rosemary 
Stancil, Susan Baldwin, Lucy Bell

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory 
of God. 

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Member FirstThings Class
Join us for our next FirstThings gathering on Sunday, August 10 from 11:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
This will be a time to get better acquainted, to meet the church staff, and to talk about what makes 
First Presbyterian Church unique. To RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338) or 
e-mail Joli Winstanley at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org by Tuesday, August 5.

The schedule for the upcoming class is:

Sunday, August 10, 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Moses Waddel Room
“First Things” Informational class, lunch provided

Sunday, August 17, 9:00 a.m. - Church Parlor
New Member Coffee/Called Session Meeting to meet and be received into membership by 
Session (our governing board).

Sunday, August 17, 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
New members will be introduced to the congregation.

Summer Choir
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be 
a chance to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to 
Wednesday night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Through 
August 17, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for that 
morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the 
whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some will decide they enjoy singing in the 
choir enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and 
children are also welcome. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.



FPC Women’s Retreat
Plans are coming together for the 2025 FPC Women’s Retreat this September 12-14 at Lake 
Cherokee above Seneca, SC. Join us for a weekend of rest, study, reflection, and fellowship! Cost 
is $100 per person and space is limited!

Email Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org) to reserve your spot or if you 
have any questions.

Donations for the Church History Display
The Education Commission is creating a permanent church history display in our library. It 
will include framed historical photos and artifacts from our church’s 200+ year history. We are 
collecting donations of the following items during the month of August in the office:

- black or dark brown picture frames in great condition (wall or tabletop, with or without mats) 
for photos sized 3x5, 4x6, 5x7, 8x10, 11x14, 16x20, 20x24 in. 
- a picture of our youth group before the 1990s
- a picture of a baptism or wedding in our sanctuary from long ago
- Vintage Presbyterian pins
- Christening gown from decades past
- Church gloves, hat, or other accessory that would have been worn to church in decades past

 Questions? Email Karen Phillips at shutterstitch@gmail.com.

Save These Dates!
Sunday, August 17 at 11:00 a.m.: Fall Kickoff Potluck (following our last 10:00 a.m. service 
of the summer) in Fellowship Hall. The church will provide fried chicken and beverages. Please 
bring a side dish to share (crockpots welcome) and join us for a time of fellowship as we begin a 
new season together and welcome our new members! Sunday School classes, Children and Youth 
Ministries, and Presbyterian Women Circles will be in the Atrium providing information about 
their Fall plans.

Potluck instructions: in hopes of covering our tables with a nice variety of dishes, we ask that you 
bring something in the category that corresponds with the first letter of your last name:

A-G: starchy sides (pasta, potatoes, etc…)
H-M: vegetable sides
N-R: salad
S-Z: desserts
 
Wednesday, August 20 at 6:30 p.m., Room 202: Chancel Choir Rehearsal begins. The 
Chancel Choir sings in worship services and special services, including Christmas Eve, Ash 
Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday, and occasionally presents major choral works with orchestra. 
Contact Dr. John Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org) for more information and to join.
 
Sunday, August 24, 9:45-10:45 a.m.: Sunday School for all ages resumes! Children’s Choir 
Rehearsals begin in the afternoon.
	 - Children’s Ministry Parents Meeting (12:05 p.m. in the Children’s Ministry Suite):
	 Children and their families are invited to meet after worship to enjoy a treat and get some 		
	 information for the upcoming year.
	 - Youth Kickoff with Parents (5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall): Youth and their parents are
 	 invited to gather and learn about plans for the year, and enjoy a meal together. 
 
Sunday, September 7 (5:30-7:00 p.m.): First Youth Group of the School Year









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager


