
September 21, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Praise the Lord, God’s 
Glories Show, a 
paraphrase of Psalm 
150, was slightly 
shortened when it 
was set to the present 
tune with recurring 
Alleluias. The Welsh 
tune is older than the 
text and bears a name 
meaning “the church 
of St. Mary.”

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
 

  Prelude                                 Voluntary in G                        John Stanley
 

  Words of Welcome
 

  Song of Gathering                                                   Hymn 229, stanza 1
	 From all that dwell below the skies 
	 let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
	 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
	 through every land, in every tongue. 
	 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 God is in this place.
	 We are in God’s holy presence.
	 This is the house of God.
	 The gate of heaven is here!
 

*Hymn 481               Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show                  LLANFAIR
 

*Call to Confession
 

*Prayer of Confession
	 You have created us in your image, protected and nourished 	
	 us, and called us into your work of justice. Yet while we pro-
	 fess these truths, we forget who we are and whose we are. We
	 put our trust in ourselves, in material goods, and in worldly 	
	 powers instead of trusting you. We prioritize our comfort over 	
	 our neighbor’s needs. Call us back to you, God. Forgive us our	
	 failings, and direct us back onto the path you would have us tread.
 

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.
 

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able please stand.



*Congregational Response                                                   David Ogden

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

  11:00 a.m. Sacrament of Baptism       
	 Through baptism, we welcome Jack and Alice Harrison, into the 	
	 one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

	 *Question to the Congregation 
	 Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide
	 and nurture Jack and Alice, by word and deed, with love and prayer,
	 encouraging them to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

	 *Affirmation of Faith                                            The Apostles’ Creed
		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth.
		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven,
		  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

	 Hymn 492                  Baptized in Water                               BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination                                    PUER NOBIS NASCITUR	
	 Your Word, O Lord, a lamp shall be 
	 to guide our feet, to light our way; 
	 the darkest path unto our prize 
	 by your rich grace is bright as day. 

  First Lesson              John 1:50-51, page 969
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem               O Come, Ye Servants of the Lord        Christopher Tye	
	 O come, ye servants of the Lord, and praise his holy name; 
	 from early morn to setting sun his might on earth proclaim. 
	 His laws are just, and glad the heart; he makes his mercies known: 
	 ye princes come, ye people too, and bow before his throne. 	

  Second Lesson       Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17, page 22
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                       Thin Places                                Dr. Ryan Baer
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.

After the Sacrament of 
Baptism at the 11:00 
a.m. service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 2, are invited 
to Children’s Church held 
in the Children’s Ministry 
Suite on the first floor.

Lay Reader: 
11:00 a.m. David Dantzler

The anthem is part of 
a paraphrase of Psalm 
112 set to music by 
Christopher Tye, an 
English Renaissance 
composer with strong 
Protestant ties.



The stanzas of Here I 
Am, Lord need to be 
understood as 
representing the voice 
of God, while the 
refrain is the faithful 
human response to 
God’s call.

You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Be Thou My Vision  is 
from an originally 
Irish monastic prayer 
dating to at least the 
10th century. It is set 
to an Irish folk melody 
that has remained 
popular despite its lack 
of repetition and wide 
range.
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 525                         Here I Am, Lord                HERE I AM, LORD

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                           Be Thou My Vision                      Dale Wood

	 *Doxology                                                                        Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 339                            Be Thou My Vision                                  SLANE

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                               AR HYD Y NOS

	 Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
	 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
	 In my love’s baptismal river 
	 I have made you mine forever. 
	 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

  Postlude                                   Toccata on Llanfair                             Simon Lole

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

Red Cross Blood Drive
September 21, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Please join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall and help save a life! Walk-in appointments 
are welcome.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Children, Pre K – 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. 
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Sacrament of Baptism. To pick up your child 
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Baptism Elder
Courtney Dantzler

Lay Reader:
11:00 a.m. David Dantzler

USHERS
 8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head)
			   Michelle Clendenan-Shaw

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon(head),
			   John Turner, Larry Baer

GREETER
11:00 a.m. Kathy Bangle

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley 

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Bob Bishop, given by 
Janet Bishop.

SEPTEMBER FLOWER TEAM
Betsy Bushnell (chair), Eve Morris, Lois 
Neighbors, Beverly Phares, Lucy Bell Johnson

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Picnic with The Redcoat Marching Band
Friday, September 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Pack your picnic basket, blanket, frisbee, and chairs and join friends of all ages at the Intramural 
Practice Fields this Friday to enjoy hearing and watching the UGA Redcoat Marching Band practice.

A Conversation with Hattie Thomas Whitehead
Today, 12:30 p.m.

Join us after worship today as the Matthew 25 Commission is sponsoring “A Conversation with 
Hattie Thomas Whitehead,” the author of Giving Voice to Linnentown. Her book is the source of 
information for “Linnentown: The Musical.”

Ms. Whitehead will begin with a presentation and then open the floor to questions and comments 
beginning after our 11:00 a.m. worship service in Moses Waddel Room. Beverages and dessert 
will be provided.



Diapers Donations Needed - Athens Area Diaper Bank Diaper Drive

For the month of September, FPC Youth will be collecting donations for the Athens Area Diaper 
Bank (AADB). Any size of diapers or pull ups and open packs are accepted! Donations can be 
dropped off in designated boxes in the Atrium or the church office through September 28. 
Diaper drives bring in a significant number of the diapers that AADB is able to distribute to 
families in need. Thank you in advance for your support of the Athens Area Diaper Bank! Contact 
Hannah Knight (hannah@firstpresathens.org) with any questions.

Family Promise Host Weeks October 12-26

FPC will be the host church for Family Promise from October 12 - 26. Volunteers directly impact 
and assist the families by helping provide a meal, giving a $25 donation (to First Pres with Family 
Promise in memo) to purchase groceries or rideshare gift cards, driving the families to job interviews 
or medical appointments (using the Family Promise van), or helping on Saturday with a children’s 
activity at the Day Center (located at 205 Bray St.) as part of our Go Forth volunteer initiative.

To volunteer, please sign up at tinyurl.com/FPAVolunteer. If you have questions, please contact 
the Family Promise Coordinators, Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.com or Jean 
Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net.

Wed@First + LIFT - October 1 - Saucehouse
Join us for Wednesdays@First where we will participate in our intergenerational LIFT (Living in 
Faith Together) study around the dinner table. Through Scripture’s stories of seeds and trees, we will 
explore together what it means to bear good fruit in our lives of faith. Come join us for an evening 
of breaking bread, studying God’s word, playing, and praying — all together as a family of faith.

We will gather for LIFT on October 1, November, 5, and December 3 from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. and all are invited to participate!

Please RSVP for dinner in the Atrium, online, or by contacting the church office (e-mail 
frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338) by Monday, September 29, at 12:00 p.m. 
Price is $12/person and a $45/family max (complimentary for children 5 and under).

Choir Dedication Sunday
Sunday, September 28

Please save the date for this annual celebration of our music ministry when we honor members of 
our choirs and they also publicly commit themselves to offering their time and talents by serving 
in one or more of our choirs.

John Coble Organ Recital
Saturday, October 25

Join us on October 25, 3:00 p.m. as Dr. John Coble will perform a recital in memory of Dr. Raymond 
Martin. The program will include music by J.S. Bach, Dan Locklair, Felix Mendelssohn, and 
Louis Vierne. A reception in the Atrium will follow. The recital is presented as part of the Wayne 
F. Middendorf Memorial Concert Series and is free and open to the public.



Go Forth - FPC Day of Service
Saturday, October 25

Join us for this morning of church-wide service to and with our neighbors all around Athens! We’ve 
got seven different sites to choose from, with projects for children, youth, and adults at all ability 
levels. Please sign up in advance for your preferred project/worksite. Note that start/end times vary 
from site to site - see details and sign up at tinyurl.com/goforth2025 and please reach out to Rev. 
Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org) with any questions.

We will gather in the FPC Fellowship Hall at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and prayer together before 
breaking into our groups to “go forth” to share the love of Christ with our neighbors, partnering 
with our neighbors to serve all over town!

THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 21
  8:00 a.m.	 Red Cross Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.      Youth Group, The PIT 

Monday, September 22
10:00 a.m.	 Lay Caller Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen

Tuesday, September 23
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
 5:30 p.m.	 Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen

Wednesday, September 24
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare and Friends Class, Staff Conference Room
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, September 25
  9:05 a.m.	 Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
  5:30 p.m.	 Weekday School Family Pizza Night, Fellowship Hall

Friday, September 26
  5:30 p.m.	 Picnic with the Redcoat Band, Off site

Sunday, September 28 - Choir Dedication Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.      Youth Group, The PIT 



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Interns: Morgan Cassidy, Devon Smith
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
Busy Bags, and books are available at the children’s tables 
located in the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, Bible 
stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will continue 
worshipping together in the Children’s Ministry Suite by 
listening to God’s Word, praying to God, and responding 
through art and worship.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday. All children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to take part in 
worship and Communion with family.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For any questions, please contact Hannah at 
hannah@firstpresathens.org. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Children and Youth Ministries - Sunday School
Godly Play (4 years-2nd grade)
Explorers (3rd-5th grade)
Youth (6th-12th grade)

Children’s Sunday School meets in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite each Sunday starting at 9:45am. Our 
younger kiddos will be participating in Godly Play- 
an interactive, hands-on, reflective method of learning 
about God by modeling Bible stories and responding. 
Our Explorers Class is for our 3rd-5th graders and 
is new this year! This group will spend time learning 
more about Bible basics and hear the stories of God’s 
people, following the Narrative Lectionary text.

Youth Sunday School meets in the PIT and kicks off 
each Sunday with donuts & fellowship at 9:45am! We 
use the Living the Word curriculum from Spirit & Truth 
Publishing- it directly follows the Narrative Lectionary 
Text each week. There is time for games, intentional 
discussion, and hearing the sacred stories of old!

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will split into middle and high 
school groups, eat a yummy meal, and finish the 
evening as a large group. There will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend intentional time together. The theme for this 
year is “Back to Basics”- we will spend time learning 
more about key Biblical figures, hearing the stories of 
old, and diving deeper into prayer. As Jesus reminds 
us- He is the vine and we are the branches (John 15)! 
There is value in abiding in the One who knows and 
loves us fully. Come join us- all are welcome!

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room
Bible Basics is an intergenerational class that, as the 
name suggests, focuses on the Bible. This fall, the 
class is studying the gospel of Luke. If you interested 
in grappling with questions about this ancient text, 
please join us in Moses Waddel Room.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) 
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for anyone navigating the com-
plexities of family life, relationships with children and 
youth, or careers. Our time together will offer a blend 
of fellowship, mutual support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or 
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives. We’ll begin this year 

with “Good & Evil.” This eight-lesson study guide 
explores challenges to our faith journey and suggests 
O.T and N.T. passages to help us deal with them.
Coordinator: Jerry Rogers (jrogerswtw@aol.com)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class. Our 
goal is to create joy through art, food, music, prayer, 
scripture, class led discussion, community and inclu-
sion. We’re starting with  Karen Armstrong’s book, 
“St. Paul, The Misunderstood Apostle.” Themes 
for this study: The reality of sin, The love of God, 
Effective grace, Salvation, Prayers in real life.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and 
discussion of the course Jesus and His Jewish Influences, 
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.













FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager
             Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern
             Mr. Devon Smith, Children and Youth Ministries Intern


