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GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell phone. 
The nursery is available downstairs during both services for children birth to age four. Children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary for this special service. Children’s Church will resume next Sunday, December 21.

  Greeting
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                                       Gloria                                             Michael Bedford

  Words of Welcome 

  Moment for Mission                       Christmas Joy Offering                                 Susan Baldwin

  Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                     Nichole Richard

 Congregational Response                                                                                     VENI EMMANUEL

	 O come, thou Key of David come, and open wide our heavenly home;
	 make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Hymn insert                                 Once in Royal David’s City                                               IRBY

  Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer	
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 	
	 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 	
	 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 	
	 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  First Lesson                                               Genesis 3:8-19                        Adam and Eve disobey God

  Carol                                      This is the Truth Sent From Above                               James Kirby
		  This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love; 
		  therefore don’t turn me from the door, but hearken all, both rich and poor. 
		  The first thing which I do relate, is that God did man create; 
		  the next thing which to you I’ll tell, woman was made with man to dwell. 
		  Then after that ’twas God’s own choice to place them both in paradise, 
		  there to remain from evil free except they ate of such a tree. 
		  But they did eat, which was a sin, and thus their ruin did begin, 
		  ruined themselves, both you and me, and all of their posterity. 
		  Thus we were heirs to endless woes, till God the Lord did interpose; 
		  and so a promise soon did run: that he would redeem us by his Son. 

  Second Lesson                                   Genesis 22:15-18                       God’s promise to Abraham

*Hymn 9                                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                         VENI EMMANUEL

  Third Lesson                                        Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                       A great light in the darkness

  Carol                                                     Isaiah’s Prophecy                              Alexander L’Estrange                     
		  The people who walked in darkness, who live in a land of dark, 
		  the people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light. 
		  Refrain: And all because a child is born; to us a Son is given! 
		  He’ll be the Wonderful Counselor, the everlasting Father, 
		  he’ll be the Wonderful Counselor, he’ll be the Prince of peace. Refrain
		  David, he’ll reign on the throne of David, establishing and upholding it, 
		  he’ll reign on the throne of David, from then and evermore. Refrain
		  The people who walked in darkness, a land of dark, will walk in the light! 

  Fourth Lesson                                        Isaiah 11:1-9                          A little child will lead them

  Hymn 40                                                Joy to the World                                               ANTIOCH

2 *Those who are able may stand.
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  Fifth Lesson                                        Luke 1:26-35, 38                       An angel appears to Mary

*Hymn 27                                      Gentle Mary Laid Her Child       TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM

  Sixth Lesson                                            Luke 2:1-7                       Mary gives birth in Bethlehem

  Carol                                                  The Wexford Carol                                        Larry L. Finke
		  Good people all this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind 
		  what our good God for us has done in sending his beloved Son. 
		  With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas day; 
		  in Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born. 
		  Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks and lambs and feeding sheep; 
		  to whom God’s angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear. 
		  “Prepare, go,” the angels said, “to Bethlehem, be not afraid; 
		  for there you’ll find, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.” 
		  With thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find, 
		  and as God’s angel had foretold, they did their Savior Christ behold. 
		  Within a mange he was laid. And by his side the virgin made, 
		  attending on the Lord of all, so lowly laid in an ox’s stall. 
		  Good people all this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind 
		  what our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved Son.

  Seventh Lesson                                            Luke 2:8-16                      Angels announce the Messiah

*Hymn 23                                    Angels We Have Heard on High                                          GLORIA

  Eighth Lesson                                       Matthew 2:1-11                         Magi come from the East

*Hymn 53                                              What Child Is This                                 GREENSLEEVES

  Ninth Lesson                                             John 1:1-14                         And the word became flesh

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
  You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your estimate of giving through your bank, or 
  donate online using this QR code or at firstpresathens.org/giving. Thank you for your generosity.

  Offertory Carol                               In the Bleak Midwinter                                    John Bertalot
			  In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
			  earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
			  snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
			  in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
			  Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
			  heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign:
			  in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
			  the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
			  Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
			  cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
			  but his mother only in her maiden bliss, 
			  worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
			  What can I give him, poor as I am? 
			  If I were shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
			  if I were a wise man I would do my part; 
			  yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

*Hymn 31                                    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                           MENDELSSOHN

*Blessing and Charge

*Postlude                                         Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’                             David Willcocks

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
Musicians: 
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
St. Andrews Choir
Youth Choir
Chancel Choir
Ms. Meghan Bawcum, Cello

Readers:
Stella Crim, St. Andrews Choir
Declan Brooks, Youth Choir
Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Dan Nadenicek, Matthew 25 Commission
Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School
Hannah Knight, Director of Children and	
			           Youth Ministries
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate

USHERS
Steve Covington, Jeffrey Trapnell, John Turner

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Poinsettia Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order 
by tomorrow, December 15. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay 
online (please go to tinyurl.com/FPCAPoinsettia or click on the link posted in the church 
website under FPC News & Updates for more instructions), mail it with a check to the 
church office, or contact the church at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with 
your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the December 21 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

_________________________________________________________________

In Honor of

_________________________________________________________________

Given by

_________________________________________________________________



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
On December 21, we will have the opportunity 
to join with congregations from around the 
United States and give to our annual Christmas 
Joy Offering which will help support past, 
present, and future leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church. Please give generously.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to have offering envelopes 
for 2026, please e-mail Jennifer Adams at 
jadams@firstpresathens or call the church 
office at 706-543-4338 by December 29.

A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve:
Wednesday, December 24

Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)

Please bring a box of diapers (infant or adult) to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank. 
We will receive an offering to support The Table at UGA.

Please note that all children are invited to take part on worship on Christmas Eve. Childcare will be provided 
between 3:30-7:30 p.m. We will livestream 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services on Facebook and YouTube.

Service of the Longest Night
Sunday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the 
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service 
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the 
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while 
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Intergenerational Sunday School Christmas Social
Sunday, December 21, 9:45 a.m.

Join us on Sunday, December 21 as children, youth, and adult Sunday school classes gather in 
Fellowship Hall for a churchwide Christmas social. All are welcome!

Church Library Children’s Books
The church library has many children’s books. Most are for younger readers, but there are chapter 
books for intermediate readers as well.  When you have a chance, please stop by the church library  
on the third floor to check them out.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent, Festival of Lessons and Carols
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Festival of Lessons and Carols
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:15 p.m.	 Young Adult Brunch, Off Site
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, December 15
  8:30 a.m.	 Men’s Small Group Meeting, Library

Tuesday, December 16
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Minister Potluck, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, December 17
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Sunday, December 21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Intergenerational Sunday School Social, Fellowship Hall
  5:00 p.m.	 Stated Session Meeting and Potluck, Moses Waddel Room
  7:00 p.m.	 Service of the Longest Night, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching, Sanctuary

LOOKING AHEAD

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services: 
			      4:00 p.m. (Family Service), 
			      6:00 and 8:00 p.m. (Candlelight Services), Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

December 25 - Meals on Wheels Delivery

December 28 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching

January 1 - New Year’s Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery

January 4 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

Season of Wonder@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities
Holiday Benevolence Market – thank you to all who attended the HBM in person on Sunday, 
December 7. If you were not able to attend, you can still choose meaningful and symbolic gifts on 
the shopping lists of our non-profit mission partners by December 31. You can find printed lists 
in the Atrium, church office, or online at tinyurl.com/FPCHBM2025.

Holiday Meals on Wheels – help cover the cost of one or more meals on Christmas or New Year’s 
Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31. Thank you to all who volunteered 
to deliver meals on Thanksgiving! We are still looking for a few volunteers to deliver meals on 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, If you are interested in volunteering, please contact John 
Turner at johnlovickturner@yahoo.com.

*For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or 
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room
Bible Basics is an intergenerational class that, as the 
name suggests, focuses on the Bible. This fall, the 
class is studying the gospel of Luke. If you interested 
in grappling with questions about this ancient text, 
please join us in Moses Waddel Room.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) 
and Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for anyone navigating the com-
plexities of family life, relationships with children and 
youth, or careers. Our time together will offer a blend 
of fellowship, mutual support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or 
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek to 
enrich their understanding of the Bible and its appli-
cation to our daily lives. Currently we are studying 

John’s Letters which focuses on the core values of 
living a Christian life.
Coordinator: Jerry Rogers (jrogerswtw@aol.com)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class. Our 
goal is to create joy through art- come visit our New 
Voices Art Studio- music, prayer, scripture, class led 
discussion and community. We’re currently reading 
and discussing Amy-Jill Levine’s book, The Difficult 
Words of Jesus- A Beginner’s Guide to His Most Perplexing 
Teachings. Our discussions are open minded, respectful, 
topical and fun.
Contact: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year, the class will have a study and 
discussion of the course Jesus and His Jewish Influences, 
by Dr. Jodi Magness, professor at UNC Chapel Hill.
Contact: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Interns: Morgan Cassidy, Devon Smith
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
Busy Bags, and books are available at the children’s tables 
located in the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, Bible 
stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will continue 
worshipping together in the Children’s Ministry Suite by 
listening to God’s Word, praying to God, and responding 
through art and worship.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday. All children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to take part in 
worship and Communion with family.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For any questions, please contact Hannah at 
hannah@firstpresathens.org. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Children and Youth Ministries - Sunday School
Godly Play (4 years-2nd grade)
Explorers (3rd-5th grade)
Youth (6th-12th grade)

Children’s Sunday School meets in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite each Sunday starting at 9:45am. Our 
younger kiddos will be participating in Godly Play- 
an interactive, hands-on, reflective method of learning 
about God by modeling Bible stories and responding. 
Our Explorers Class is for our 3rd-5th graders and 
is new this year! This group will spend time learning 
more about Bible basics and hear the stories of God’s 
people, following the Narrative Lectionary text.

Youth Sunday School meets in the PIT and kicks off 
each Sunday with donuts & fellowship at 9:45am! We 
use the Living the Word curriculum from Spirit & Truth 
Publishing- it directly follows the Narrative Lectionary 
Text each week. There is time for games, intentional 
discussion, and hearing the sacred stories of old!

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will split into middle and high 
school groups, eat a yummy meal, and finish the 
evening as a large group. There will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend intentional time together. The theme for this 
year is “Back to Basics”- we will spend time learning 
more about key Biblical figures, hearing the stories of 
old, and diving deeper into prayer. As Jesus reminds 
us- He is the vine and we are the branches (John 15)! 
There is value in abiding in the One who knows and 
loves us fully. Come join us- all are welcome!
















