In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

December 21, 2025
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Advent

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude Carol: Meditation Craig Phillips
Words of Welcome

Moment for Mission Christmas Eve Offering Carl Bergmann

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship
God’s Word became flesh and lived among us.
The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness does not overcome it!
We have seen the glory of God, full of grace and truth.
The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness does not overcome it!!

*Hymn insert Love Has Come BRING A TORCH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

God who was and is and is to come, despite our best intentions,
even our deepest desires, we find ourselves time and again turning
away from you to follow after other gods—possessions, people,
comforts—in an effort to fill the hole that only you can. In so doing
we have harmed ourselves, others, and your holy creation by

what we have said and done, and by the things we have neglected to
do. Open our eyes to see that you alone are the source of our

wholeness. Forgive us our wrongs and inspire us to the work of
making them right, for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Those who are able please stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

In the ancient world,
people lit fires to mark
the turning of the light
into winter’s scason and
to pray for the return of
the light. To us, these
candles are signs of the
growing light of Christ
who is coming again

in all fullness into the
darkness of our world.
We watch and wait for
Christ’s coming into the
darkness of our world,
lighting candles of hope,
peace, joy, and love, and
remembering the prom-
ises of God with prayer.

Love Has Come is a new
text set to a familiar
French Christmas carol
usually sung with the
words “Bring a torch,
Jeanette, Isabella.” The
first two stanzas of the
new hymn makes use
of the senses “seen and
heard,” with the final
summary that “Love is
the gift of Christmas.”



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - 2nd Grade, are
invited to Children’s
Church held in the
Children’s Ministry Suite
on the first floor.

11:00 a.m. Lay Reader:
Anne Marie Miller

The anthem is one of
the carlier
compositions of the
famous composer John
Rutter, who recently
celebrated his 80th
birthday. Rutter has
made great
contributions to the
repertoire of Christmas
carols.

Creator of the Stars of
Night is a 9th-century
Latin hymn for Advent,
translated into English
in the 19th century.

It is set to a traditional
plainsong chant tune:

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 3, stanza 1
Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God;
comfort those who sitin darkness bowed beneath oppression’sload.
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination
Your Word, O Lord, alamp shall be
to guide our feet, to light our way;
the darkest path unto our prize by your rich grace is bright as day.

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

First Lesson Psalm 130:5-8, page 562
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 Anthem Nativity Carol
Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago;
born 'neath light of star he who loved us so.
Refrain: Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay;
for Christ is born for aye, born on Christmas Day.
Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby;
over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky. Refrain
Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow;
innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know. Refrain

John Rutter

Second Lesson John 1:1-21, page 968
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Light Shines in the Darkness Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 4  Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory Creator of the Stars of Night ~ Rebecca Groom te Velde

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 38 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Postlude From Heaven Above Garth Edmundson

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-714861
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You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

It Came Upon the Mid-
night Clear, written by
a Unitarian minister,
does not refer to the
birth of Jesus, but to
“that glorious song of
old,” the angelic tidings
of peace on earth. The
hymn calls us to send
back to heaven the
message that we will
make peace on earth.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15
p-m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Ly A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve: gt

Wednesday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)

Please bring a box of diapers (infant or adult) to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank.
We will veceive an offering to support The Table at UGA.

Please note that all children are invited to take part on worship on Christmas Eve. Childcare will be provided
™ between 3:30-7:30 p.m. We will livestream 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services on Facebook and YouTisbe. B




NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Anne Marie Miller

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Jeffrey Trapnell, Dick Ferguson

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

DECEMBER FLOWER TEAM

Greta Covington and Susan Ferguson (co-chairs),
Susan Barrett, Susan Banister, Patty Brantley,
Shannon Ferguson, Wanda Neislar, Page Pate,

Ethelyn Simpson, Jennifer Trapnell,
Isabelle Wallace.

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

Today we will have the opportunity to join
with congregations from around the United
States and give to our annual Christmas Joy
Oftering which will help support past, present,
and future leaders in the Presbyterian Church.
Please give generously.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to have oftering envelopes
for 2026, please e-mail Jennifer Adams at

jadams@firstpresathens or call the church

office at 706-543-4338 by December 23.

Intergenerational Sunday School Christmas Social
Today, December 21, 9:45 a.m.

Join us today as children, youth, and adult Sunday school classes gather in Fellowship Hall for a
churchwide Christmas social. All are welcome!

Service of the Longest Night
Today, December 21, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

Fran & Harold Baer
Jinx & Skeets Baldwin
Liz Brabazon
Joseph Henry Booth
Olin & Eula Mae Brooks
Loree & Hickman Brown
Dr. JeAnne Burg
Claudia E. Campbell
Marian & Ken Carr
Coach Mike Castronis
Hannah Elizabeth Clarke
Betsy Elizabeth Cole
Cleopatra Regina Cole
Davidson Bryan Cole
Nathaniel Jacob Cole
Maitland Alphonso Cole
Nathaniel Jonathan Cole
Hilda McCart Corry
William J. (Bill) Corry
Beth & Harold Creswell
Allen & Nan Jo Crowell
Allen Cantey Crowell
Jim & Mary Dantzler
Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Margaret & Reese Ellison
Frances & Howard Guest
Mr. J.E. Hardy
Mrs. J.E. Hardy
Reverend Victor Jacob Hastings-Spaine
Jerris Hayes, Former WDS Chairman
Loretta Hayes
Esther & W.C. Higginbotham, Jr.
Mary Joye Johnson
Andrew Anson Jones
Ann Jones, Former WDS Director
Ann & Everett Jones
Catherine Taylor “Kate” Jones
Hervey & Gerrie Jones
Rev. J. Renwick Kennedy Jr.
William W. Kidd
Dr. John L. Kipp

Rev. Dorothy H. Kipp
Jack & Judy Koetzle
Glenda LaBoon
Dr. Malcolm Ross Leadbetter
Jim Lindsey
Mrs. F.H. Mendenhall
Mr. F.H. Mendenhall
Dorothy Matson Merry
James Francis Morano, Jr.
Carmen Morgan
Ralph Bardwell Murray
Jocelyn & Harry Neufeld
James T. O’Brien
Merritt & Be Oclke
Joanna & Henry Parsons
Melanie Cobb Parsons
Herman F. Quante
[sabelle W. Quante
John W. Reed
Michael W. Reed
Joao Bosco Soares dos Santos
Cornelia W. Scanlon
Martha Shepherd
Merideth Sheskey
Betty & Harry Shuford
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Simpson
Garey Simpson
J. Ely Simpson
John & Sissie Simpson
Grace & Bob Stephens
Kenny Tillman
Raymond Trapnell
Marian & Max Wendler
Lance Wilder
Genevieve Wilfong
Joseph A. Wilfong III
Joseph A. Wilfong, Jr.
Joseph A. Wilfong, Sr.
Carolyn & Sid Wilfong
Kathleen H. Wilfong

Dr. Victor Robertson Willoughby



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Rod Cantfield, Former Weekday School (WDS) Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson

David and Anne Dantzler, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Family Promise Guests & Volunteers, by Terry Nestor
FPC Flower Committee, by Terry Nestor
FPC Staft, Clergy & Session, by Terry Nestor
Lindsay Griffeth, WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Nonie Hale, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Julie Hayes, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Ted and Gerrye Jenkins, by Jody Corry
Jimbo LaBoon, Jr., by Jimbo LaBoon
Madeline Van Dyck, by Carolyn Hally
Our Daily Bread Guests & Volunteers, by Terry Nestor
Jerry Rogers, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Eunice Tritt, My First WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson

THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Intergenerational Sunday School Social, Fellowship Hall
5:00 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting and Potluck, Moses Waddel Room
7:00 p.m.  Service of the Longest Night, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching, Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 23
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve, Church Office Closed
4:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Candlelight Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day, Church Office Closed
Friday, December 26 - Christmas Holiday - Church Office Closed

Sunday, December 28
10:00 a.m. Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching

LOOKING AHEAD

January 1 - New Year’s Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery

January 4 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., Dr. Ryan Baer preaching



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Season of Wonder@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities

Holiday Benevolence Market — thank you to all who attended the HBM in person on Sunday,
December 7. If you were not able to attend, you can still choose meaningful and symbolic gifts on
the shopping lists of our non-profit mission partners by December 31. You can find printed lists
in the Atrium, church office, or online at tinyurl.com/FPCHBM2025.

Holiday Meals on Wheels — help cover the cost of one or more meals on Christmas or New Year’s
Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31. Thank you to all who volunteered
to deliver meals on Thanksgiving! We are still looking for a few volunteers to deliver meals on
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, If you are interested in volunteering, please contact John
Turner at johnlovickturner@yahoo.com.

*For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

Stewardship: An act of joyful worship
Dear Friends,

As we approached Generosity Sunday, we asked you to consider how you would answer this
question: “What does your gift mean to you?” For the church, our financial commitments mean
the lights stay on, our staff gets paid, and we are able to share the love of Christ with Athens and
the world. But what, we asked, does your gift mean to you? What does your giving say about
your relationship with our creator God?

Stewardship 1s an act of joyful worship that is grounded in the words of Psalm 24: “The earth is the
Lord’s, and all that is in it.” That worship lives in the giving, not the gift. In giving, we respond to
the love of God made manifest in Christ. In giving, we acknowledge the source of all good gifts.

We are grateful for the 150 households that have provided an Estimate of Giving. If you have not,
please prayerfully consider doing so. Having a reliable estimate of your financial gifts allows the
Session to prepare an accurate budget for 2026.

You may fill out a commitment card (available in Fellowship Pads, Narthex, or Atrium), or online
at firstpresathens.org/give. If you have any questions about setting up an automatic gift through
your bank, please contact the church accountant, Jennifer Adams, at jadams@firstpresathens.org
or call 706-543-4338.

Chuck Toney, Generosity Team

Wednesday@First Spring 2026

Everyone 1s invited to participate in LIFT our program that combines dinner, study, play, and prayer
with our church friends of all ages. LIFT stands for Living in Faith Together and one of the great
gifts unique to the church is the opportunity to grow alongside people from different generations.
LIFT presents us with monthly gatherings for fellowship, study, and fun — all around the dinner
table with friends of different ages.

This spring, we will gather for LIFT on January 7, February 4, March 4, and May 6 from
5:30-6:30 p.m. and all are invited to participate! Please RSVP for dinner in the Atrium, online at
tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, or by contacting the church office (e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org
or call 706-543-4338) by Mondays at 12:00 p.m. Price is $12/person and a $45/family max

(complimentary for children 5 and under).



Love Has Come
BRING A TORCH
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1. Love has come: a light in the dark- ness!Love shinesforth in the

2. Love s born! Come,share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3. Love has come and nev-er will leave wus! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le-hem skies. See, all heav en has come to pro- claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last-ing and free. Love is Je -sus with - in and a - mong  us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to
what 1s the name her heart is say- ing?Love! Love! Love is the
Love 1is the peace our hearts are seek - ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav = - ior! Love! Love!
name she whis - pers. Love! Love!
gift of Christ -  mas Love! Love!
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Glo - ry to God on high.
Je - sus, Em - man - u - el
Praise  to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, 1996
Music: French melody




4 Creator of the Stars of Night
CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM LM

Latin hymn, 9th century

Trans. John Mason Neale, 1851 Sarum plainsong, Mode 1V, 9th century
As in The Hymnal 1940; alt. Harm, C. Winfred Douglas, 1943
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1. Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, Your peco - ple’'s ev - er -
2. When this old world drew on  towardnight, You came, but not In
3, At Your great name, O Je - sus, now All  knees must bend, all
4. To  God the Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the Spir - if,
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last - ing light, O Christ, Re - deem - er of us all,
splen - dor  bright, Not = as a  mon - arch, but the child
hearts must bow: All  things on earth with one ac - cord,
Three in  One, Praise, hon - or, might, and glo - 1y be
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We pray You, hear  us whenwe call
Of Ma - ry, blame - less moth-er mild.
Like those in heaven, shall call You Lord.
Fromage to age e - ter - nal - ly. A - men,
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Edmund Hamilton Sears 1849

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

CAROL CMD

38

Richard Storrs Willis, 1850
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1. It came wup-on  the mid-nightclear, That glo - rioussong of old,
2. Still through the clo - ven skies they come, With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3. And ye, Dbe-neathlife’s crush-ing load, Whose forms are bend-ing low,
4, For lo, the days are has-teningon, By proph-et bards fore - told,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth, To touch their harps of  gold:
And still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats O’er  all the wea - ry world:
Who toil a - long the climb-ing way With pain-ful steps and slow,
When with the ev - er - cir - cling years Comes round the age of  gold;
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“Peace on  the earth, good will to all, From heaven’sall - gra - cious King™
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-ering wing,
Look now! for glad and pold-en hours Come swift - ly on the wing:
When peace shall 0 - ver all theearth Its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in  sol - emn still-ness lay, To  hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o'er its Ba-belsoundsThe bless-ed an - gels sing.
O rest be - side the wea-ry road, And hear the an - gels sing.
And the whole world give back the song Which now the an - gels sing.
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