
December 24, 2025
6:00 and 8:00 p.m.
Nativity of the Lord

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter this holy space this evening, please silence your cell phone. 
Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin or large-print hymnal.
 

  Prelude                                                  In dulci jubilo                                 Johann Sebastian Bach 

                                                          Fanfare on the Sussex Carol                       Don Michael Dicie

                                                     Rhapsodie (on Christmas Carols)                           Eugène Gigout

                                                          Contemplation on St. Louis                                       A.D. Miller

                                                                 Away in a Manger                                           Alec Wyton

                                                               Prelude on ‘Greensleeves’                                     Richard Purvis

  Words of Welcome

  Lighting of the Christ Candle  

*Hymn 41                                      O Come, All Ye Faithful                                 ADESTE FIDELES

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession      
	 Great God, we were on the journey with Mary and Joseph, afraid and nervous about 	
	 what the future would bring. We were in the fields with the shepherds, shocked and 	
	 astonished at the proclamation of the angels: Unto us a child is born, a Son is given, 	
	 and authority rests on him. Through our fears we are learning to sing a new song, 
	 one that declares your glory, honor, and praise. Help us, O God, to be active (cont.)	

*Those who are able may stand.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create 
a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



	 participants in your story, that we might enact justice in a society yearning for it 	
	 and share the grace offered in the person and work of Christ. In the name of the 	
	 One called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 	
	 Amen.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                                           Hymn 28, Stanza 1
	 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; 
	 give ye heed to what we say; Jesus Christ is born today; 
	 ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
	 Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 
	 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  First Lesson                                   Psalm 96:7-10, page 539

  Carol                                                   On Christmas Night                    Ralph Vaughan Williams
	 On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring; 
	 on Christmas night all Christians sing to heart the news the angels bring: 
	 news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. 
	 When sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 when sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 angels rejoice with us and sing, all for to see the newborn King. 
	 All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 
	 all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night: 
	 “Glory to God in highest heaven, peace on earth, and good will, Amen.”

   Second Lesson                              Luke 2:1-8, page 935
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                              Prepare Him Room                                       Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 44                                     O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                   ST. LOUIS

  Christmas Eve Offering
	 Our Christmas Eve offering will support The Table at UGA. Boxes of diapers (infant or adult) will 	
	 benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank. Thank you for your generosity.

  Offertory                                                   Away in a Manger                                       W.J. Kirkpatrick
	 arr. David Willcocks and Gerre Hancock
	 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
	 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
	 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
	 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
	 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
	 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

*Hymn 53                                          What Child Is This                                              GREENSLEEVES

*Prayer of Dedication
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  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

  	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

The musical setting of the communion liturgy is based on the hymn tune Picardy, arranged by Kimberly Bracken Long.

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 Great Amen
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Please see FirstPresAthens.org for more information about the life of the church.
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Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                    Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 	
	 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
	 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
	 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Lighting of the Candles
	 When lighting your candle, please tilt the unlighted candle toward the flame of the lighted candle.

  Hymn 60                                          Silent Night, Holy Night                                              STILLE NACHT 
 

  Benediction                                                                                                  

*Hymn 40                                              Joy to the World!                                              ANTIOCH

*Postlude                                              Toccata on Antioch                                         Craig Phillips

As you exit the building, please extinguish your candle and
place it in one of the baskets on the sanctuary porch.

   Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

The poinsettias are given to the glory of God and in memory and honor of our loved ones. We 
thank the Flower Committee for decorating our church and sanctuary during Advent and Christmas.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Dr. Bob Burton, Guitar

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Justin Winstanley, Bryan Owens

USHERS
6:00 p.m. Jimbo LaBoon III, John Simpson 
Carl Bergmann, Larry Baer, Keith Oelke, 
Richard Lane













Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

Fran and Harold Baer
Jinx and Skeets Baldwin

Liz Brabazon
Joseph Henry Booth

Olin & Eula Mae Brooks
Loree and Hickman Brown

Dr. JeAnne Burg
Claudia E. Campbell
Marian and Ken Carr
Coach Mike Castronis

Hannah Elizabeth Clarke
Betsy Elizabeth Cole

Cleopatra Regina Cole
Davidson Bryan Cole
Nathaniel Jacob Cole

Maitland Alphonso Cole
Nathaniel Jonathan Cole

Hilda McCart Corry
William J. (Bill) Corry

Julius Phillip Covington
Beth and Harold Creswell
Allen and Nan Jo Crowell

Allen Cantey Crowell
Jim & Mary Dantzler

Bolling and Mary Neil DuBose
Delmer Delano Dunn

Margaret & Reese Ellison
Frances and Howard Guest

Mr. J.E. Hardy
Mrs. J.E. Hardy

Reverend Victor Jacob Hastings-Spaine
Jerris Hayes, Former WDS Chairman

Loretta Hayes
Esther and W.C. Higginbotham, Jr.

Mary Joye Johnson
Ann Jones, Former WDS Director

Andrew Anson Jones
Catherine Taylor “Kate” Jones

Hervey & Gerrie Jones
Ann and Everett Jones

Rev. J. Renwick Kennedy Jr.
William W. Kidd
Dr. John L. Kipp

Rev. Dorothy H. Kipp
Jack and Judy Koetzle

Glenda LaBoon
Dr. Malcolm Ross Leadbetter

Jim Lindsey
Mrs. F.H. Mendenhall
Mr. F.H. Mendenhall

Dorothy Matson Merry
James Francis Morano, Jr.

Carmen Morgan
Ralph Bardwell Murray

Jocelyn and Harry Neufeld
James T. O’Brien

Merritt and Be Oelke
Joanna and Henry Parsons

Melanie Cobb Parsons
Herman F. Quante
Isabelle W. Quante

John W. Reed
Michael W. Reed

Joao Bosco Soares dos Santos
Cornelia W. Scanlon

Martha Shepherd
Merideth Sheskey

Betty and Harry Shuford
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Simpson

Garey Simpson
J. Ely Simpson

John and Sissie Simpson
Grace and Bob Stephens
Elinor and John Terrell

Kenny Tillman
Louise and Tom Tillman

Raymond Trapnell
Marian and Max Wendler

Lance Wilder
Genevieve Wilfong

Joseph A. Wilfong III
Joseph A. Wilfong, Jr.
Joseph A. Wilfong, Sr.

Carolyn and Sid Wilfong
Kathleen H. Wilfong

Dr. Victor Robertson Willoughby



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	C lass of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager
             Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern
             Mr. Devon Smith, Children and Youth Ministries Intern

Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Rod Canfield, Former Weekday School (WDS) Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
David and Anne Dantzler, by Elaine & Tim Johnson

Family Promise Guests & Volunteers, by Terry Nestor
FPC Flower Committee, by Terry Nestor

FPC Staff, Clergy & Session, by Terry Nestor
Lindsay Griffeth, WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson

Nonie Hale, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Julie Hayes, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson

Ted and Gerrye Jenkins, by Jody Corry
Jimbo LaBoon, Jr., by Jimbo LaBoon

Madeline Van Dyck, by Carolyn Hally
Our Daily Bread Guests & Volunteers, by Terry Nestor

Jerry Rogers, Former WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson
Eunice Tritt, My First WDS Chairman, by Elaine & Tim Johnson


