
February 8, 2026
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

My Hope Is Built on 
Nothing Less develops 
imagery of Jesus’ remark 
(from Matthew and 
Luke) that those who 
believe in him and act 
on that belief are like 
someone who builds a 
house on a rock. The 
tune was created for this 
text by a 19th-century 
American composer 
and editor. 

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee       Craig Phillips 

  Words of Welcome

 11:00 a.m. Moment for Mission Souper Bowl of Caring

 Song of Gathering     AZMON
This is the day the Lord hath made;
 the hours are all God’s own. 
Let heaven rejoice; let earth be glad, 
and praise surround the throne. 

  Call to Worship        
God has set our feet on firm ground.
Our steps are secure.
God has put a new song in our mouths.
We will sing our praises to God.

*Hymn 379            My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less           SOLID ROCK 

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of grace and mercy, we who have seen the signs of Jesus’ 	
presence in the world still fall into doubt and despair. We put 	
our trust in ourselves and in the powers of the world, in material
goods and in finite and fallible people. In our fear we act out 	
against our neighbors, and hurt those most in need of our help. 
Restore our faith, O God. Forgive us for our failings and make 	
us one with our beloved siblings throughout creation.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able please stand.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                      David Ogden

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination                  Hymn 68, stanza 3
	 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
	 O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
	 we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
	 a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

  First Lesson                 Psalm 40:1-5 , page 502
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  11:00 a.m. Anthem             A Winter Carol                           Fred Gramann
	 'Tis winter now; the fallen snow has left the heavens all coldly clear; 
	 through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow,
	  and all the earth lies dead and drear. 
	 And yet God’s love is not withdrawn; 
	 his life within the keen air breathes; 
	 his beauty paints the crimson dawn, 
	 and clothes the boughs with glittering wreaths. 
	 And though abroad the sharps winds blow, 
	 and skies are chill, and frosts are keen, 
	 home closer draws her circle now, and warmer glows her light within. 
	 O God! who gives the winter’s cold, as well as summer’s joyous rays, 
	 us warmly in thy love enfold, and keep us through life’s wintry days. Amen. 	

  Second Lesson           John 4:46-5:18, page 972
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                        Made Well                                Dr. Ryan Baer

	 	 RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert                   O Christ, the Healer                      O WALY WALY

*Affirmation of Faith                                                The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven,   
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. (cont’d)
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the 
Peace at the 11:00 a.m. 
service, children, ages 
Pre-K - 2nd Grade, are 
invited to Children’s 
Church held in the 
Children’s Ministry Suite 
on the first floor.

Lay Readers:
  8:45 a.m. 
Jean Martin-Williams
11:00 a.m. Dan Nadenicek

The anthem is a text 
by Samuel Longfellow, 
American pastor and 
hymn writer, set to 
a traditional English 
hymn tune, Danby, 
in an arrangement by 
contemporary 
American composer 
Fred Gramann. 

O Christ, the Healer, a 
prayer for wholeness of 
body, mind, and spirit, 
considers the infirmities 
of individuals as well as 
localities, societies, and 
nations. In the midst of 
such widespread need, 
worshiping  commu-
nities are called to con-
tinue Christ’s healing 
work in the world.



You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

If Thou but Trust in God to 
Guide Thee is a 
testimony of experience. 
The original German 
text, based on Psalm 
55, and the tune, were 
written in thanksgiving 
when the author/
composer found 
employment weeks after 
being robbed and left 
almost penniless. 
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	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                             O Waly Waly                    Barbara Harbach  

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 282        If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee                     
WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                          Hymn 535
	 To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one,
	 may every tongue and nation raise an endless song of thankful praise.

  Postlude         If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee        Johann Sebastian Bach

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:35 a.m. to 12:10 p.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 2nd Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. 
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child 
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Today, February 8

Join us in helping our community this Super Bowl Sunday! The youth will be standing outside 
the Sanctuary after the 11:00 a.m. service this Sunday, February 9, with empty pots, asking you 
to help fill them! 100% of your donations will go to local non-profits fighting hunger in Athens. 
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Campus Ministry Sunday
February 15

Join us next Sunday, February 15 at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. as the students and staff of The Table 
(formerly Presbyterian Student Center at UGA) will lead us in worship. For more information about 
The Table, please visit their website at tableuga.org.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Readers
  8:45 a.m. Jean Martin-Williams
11:00 a.m. Dan Nadenicek

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon, Larry Baer, Matt Jones

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley 

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in honor of our “Sunday Morning Crew” who 
always make it happen! Given by Lewis and 
Diane Hudgins.

FEBRUARY FLOWER TEAM
Ethelyn Simpson (chair),
Terry Nestor, Gail Wilfong, Susan Baldwin

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

An Evening With Claire McKeever-Burgett 
February 10, 6:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

Join us on Tuesday, February 10 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. for an evening of reading and 
conversation with author, theologian, and spiritual leader, Claire McKeever-Burgett. She will 
lead a conversation on women, scripture, faith, midrash, the divine feminine, and more, based 
on her books Blessed are the Women: Naming and Reclaiming Women’s Stories from the Gospels and 
In the Beginning Were Women: Matriarchs, Mystics, Wise Women, and Warriors in the Hebrew Bible. 
All are welcome to attend and the  evening is open to the public so bring a friend! Please email 
Whitney Booth Lockard at whitney@firstpresathens.org if you have any questions.



Andrew Griffeth and his wife Lindsay have been members of First 
Presbyterian Church for over ten years. He graduated from Furman 
University in Greenville, SC with a degree in Business Administration. 
Andrew is the owner and operator of Gridiron Golf Club. Andrew and 
Lindsay are the proud parents of Sawyer (8) and Sutton (6). Andrew enjoys 
playing golf, pickleball, and watching Georgia athletics.

Meghan Bawcum became a member of First Pres in 2008 and enjoys 
volunteering in children, youth, and music ministry. She teaches orchestra 
and chorus in Jefferson City schools, and can usually be found reading, 
cooking and baking, or hanging out with daughters Evie (13), Nora 
(7), and Waffles the dog.

Stephen Covington and his wife Greta joined FPC in the summer of 2006 
when they moved from Atlanta. Greta grew up in Athens as a member of 
FPC. They are both active members of FPC. Stephen has served once before 
on the Session (2014-2016) and served on the Senior Pastor Search Committee 
that called Rev. Dr. Ryan Baer in 2018. Stephen works in business development 
for Mercer Consulting LLC. Stephen enjoys sports, reading, and attending live 
music concerts. Greta and Stephen have two girls they raised at FPC: Celeste 
(24) and Ann Harper (22).

Nominees for Session Class of 2029

Anne Marie Miller and her husband Tony moved to Athens in February of 
2021 when Presbyterian Village Athens opened. They joined FPC in 2023, 
already having joined the New Voices Sunday School class. She worked for 
many years in the Gwinnett County Schools before retiring in 2021, as well 
as serving as an Elder and Church Treasurer at Decatur Presbyterian Church, 
and volunteering with La Leche League leading group support meetings and 
being part of their hotline support system. They have three children, seven 
grandchildren, and a large cat who decided he was coming to Athens with 
them rather than staying with their son’s family. They like reading, writing, 
music, and traveling.



Nominees for Session Class of 2029

Mike Morris and his wife Eve have been members of FPC for over 
30 years. They are parents of Erin and grandparents to Margaret 
(5) and Michael (3). Mike is a Triple Dawg and a retired attorney, 
having practiced law in Athens for forty plus years. Mike has served 
FPC in several capacities, including multiple terms on the Session, 
stewardship chair, capital campaign committee, legal representation, 
teaching Sunday School, and chair of the Associate Pastor Search 
Committee that called Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard in 2023. 
Mike presently serves on the Permanent Judicial Commission of the 
Northeast Georgia Presbytery.

Leslye Queen has been a member of First Presbyterian Church for 
more than 40 years and has been a Ruling Elder since 2014. She has 
served on two FPC Search Committees, taught Sunday school, and 
has been a youth group chaperone. She has been a member of the 
October Flower Committee for about 10 years. She served on the 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (2015-19), was Moderator of 
Presbytery (2020), and was chair of the Coordinating Team (2021).  
Leslye enjoys walking in the woods and listening to audiobooks and 
music while working in the yard. She and her husband Chris have a 
daughter, Katherine, who is a sophomore at Georgia Tech.

Laura Toney is a seventh-generation Presbyterian in Northeast 
Georgia and an FPC member since 2002. She has previously served 
on Session, on the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, and is a 
member of our Stephen Ministry. With her husband, Chuck, she enjoys 
gardening and spending time with family, especially their grands. As 
a retired art educator, she enjoys drawing and painting, in addition to 
community service through the woman’s club.

Gail Wilfong is a native Athenian and grew up coming to FPC. 
After retiring from teaching in Atlanta’s Fulton County Schools, 
she moved back to Athens and rejoined the church. She has helped 
with Godly Play, Bible School, and Family Promise. She has enjoyed 
tutoring at Athens Academy’s Lower School and volunteering with 
several other organizations in Athens. Gail loves playing pickleball 
and Mah-Jongg, exercising, going to book club, and traveling.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, February 8 - Food Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:15 p.m.	 Annual Congregation Meeting & Potluck, Fellowship Hall
  3:00 p.m.	 Youth Group Super Bowling, Showtime Bowl

Monday, February 9 
10:00 a.m.	 Congregational Care Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir, Room 205

Tuesday, February 10
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  8:30 a.m.	 WDS Donuts with Dad, Fellowship Hall
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
  6:00 p.m.	 An Evening with Claire McKeever-Burgett, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, February 11
  8:30 a.m.	 WDS Donuts with Dad, Fellowship Hall
  9:15 a.m.	 Circle 7, Presbyterian Village
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare and Friends Class, Staff Conference Room or Zoom (ID: 706-543-1820)
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, February 12
  9:05 a.m.	 Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
  4:30 p.m.	 Mission and Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 5
  6:00 a.m.	 Confirmation Retreat, Meet at FPC

Sunday, February 15
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Rev. Will Norman preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.	 Middle School Ice Skating, Meet at FPC

Rescheduled:  New Members First Things Class

The New Members FirstThings class has been rescheduled for February 22 from 12:15 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. This will be a time to get better acquainted, meet the church staff, and talk about what makes First 
Presbyterian Church of Athens unique. 

On Sunday, March 1, new members will meet with the Session (our governing board) at 10:00 a.m. 
to be received into membership and will be introduced to the congregation at the 11 :00 a.m. service. To 
RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338) or e-mail Paulo Santos at paulo@firstpresathens.org 
by Tuesday, February 17.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Interns: Morgan Cassidy, Devon Smith
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
Busy Bags, and books are available at the children’s tables 
located in the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, Bible 
stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will continue 
worshipping together in the Children’s Ministry Suite by 
listening to God’s Word, praying to God, and responding 
through art and worship.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday. All children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to take part in 
worship and Communion with family.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For any questions, please contact Hannah Knight 
at hannah@firstpresathens.org. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Children and Youth Ministries - Sunday School
Godly Play (4 years-2nd grade)
Explorers (3rd-5th grade)
Youth (6th-12th grade)

Children’s Sunday School meets in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite each Sunday starting at 9:45am. Our 
younger kiddos will be participating in Godly Play- 
an interactive, hands-on, reflective method of learning 
about God by modeling Bible stories and responding. 
Our Explorers Class is for our 3rd-5th graders and 
is new this year! This group will spend time learning 
more about Bible basics and hear the stories of God’s 
people, following the Narrative Lectionary text.

Youth Sunday School meets in the PIT and kicks off 
each Sunday with donuts & fellowship at 9:45am! We 
use the Living the Word curriculum from Spirit & Truth 
Publishing- it directly follows the Narrative Lectionary 
Text each week. There is time for games, intentional 
discussion, and hearing the sacred stories of old!

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will split into middle and high 
school groups, eat a yummy meal, and finish the 
evening as a large group. There will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend intentional time together. The theme for this 
year is “Back to Basics”- we will spend time learning 
more about key Biblical figures, hearing the stories of 
old, and diving deeper into prayer. As Jesus reminds 
us- He is the vine and we are the branches (John 15)! 
There is value in abiding in the One who knows and 
loves us fully. Come join us- all are welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room 
(class will resume on January 18)
Bible Basics is an intergenerational class that, as the name 
suggests, focuses on the Bible. In the Spring semester, the 
class is studying the book of Acts. If you are interested in 
studying how the early Christian movement began and 
laid the foundation for the emergence of the church, 
please join us at 9:50 a.m. in the Moses Waddel Room.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) and 
Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for anyone navigating the complexities 
of family life, relationships with children and youth, or 
careers. Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship, 
mutual support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or Rev. 
Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek to 

enrich their understanding of the Bible and its application 
to our daily lives. Currently we are studying John’s Letters 
which focuses on the core values of living a Christian life.
Coordinator: Jerry Rogers (jrogerswtw@aol.com)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class. Our goal 
is to create joy through art- come visit our New Voices 
Art Studio- music, prayer, scripture, class led discussion 
and community. We’re currently reading and discussing 
Amy-Jill Levine’s book, The Difficult Words of Jesus- A 
Beginner’s Guide to His Most Perplexing Teachings. Our 
discussions are open minded, respectful, topical and fun.
Contact: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year Rev. Will Norman is leading 
us in a study of the New Testament books.
Contact: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager
             Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern
             Mr. Devon Smith, Children and Youth Ministries Intern
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