
March 1, 2026
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Second Sunday in Lent

Welcome to all who are 
worshipping with us. As 
we enter a holy space this 
morning, please silence 
your cell phone.

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

God Is Here! was 
commissioned for the 
dedication of a 
renovated worship 
space in Texas. The 
text is one of few to 
devote attention to 
how customary church 
features facilitate 
worship. 

One of our Lenten 
worship practices is 
observing silence, and 
as the season of Lent 
progresses, our time 
of silence will grow 
longer by about 30 
seconds each week.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                 Land of Rest   Dale Wood

 Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Moment for Mission: Church Library by Karen Phillips

*Song of Gathering WINCHESTER NEW

The glory of these forty days
we celebrate with songs of praise; 
for Christ, by whom all things were made, 
himself has fasted and has prayed. 

  Call to Worship
Come as you are into this holy house.
We come in need of clean hearts, O God.
Our God restores us to the joy of salvation.
Wash us, and we shall be clean.

*Hymn 461 God Is Here! ABBOT’S LEIGH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Most holy God, we come to you in need of grace. 
Time and again we have forgotten your simple and loving call - 
to love you, our neighbors, and ourselves. 
We have forgotten your promise to care 	for us,
 and in our fear, we have made choices that hurt us, 
those around us, and even those we don’t know. 
Remind us who we are and whose we are, 
and show us the way to amend our wrong, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our saviour and friend.

*Silent Prayer

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response Healy Willan

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination                      TALLIS’ CANON

Eternal light, shine in my heart; eternal hope, lift up my eyes; 
eternal power be my support; eternal wisdom, make me wise. 

  First Lesson                 Psalm 51:7-12 page 509
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson            John 13:1-17, page 983
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon    Leadership Tools  Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert       Where Charity and Love Prevail            LAND OF REST

*Affirmation of Faith   Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death – 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  8:45 a.m. Offertory             Wondrous Love Charles Callahan

11:00 a.m. Offertory           Bread of the World          Richard Shephard 	
Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed, 
by whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead.
Look on the heart by sorrows broken, look on the tears by sinners shed, 
and be thy feast to us the token that by thy grace our souls are fed. 
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to 
remain in the Sanctuary 
on Communion Sundays.

Lay Reader:
11:00 a.m.   
Anne Marie Miller

Where Charity and Love 
Prevail is an English para-
phrase of a Latin hymn 
traditionally associated 
with Maundy Thursday 
and the footwashing 
ritual, an enactment of 
Christ’s “new 
commandment” that 
we love one another. It is 
set to an American folk 
hymn. 

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

The musical setting 
of the communion 
liturgy is based on the 
American folk hymn 
Land of Rest, arranged 
by Richard Proulx.
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*Doxology Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sacrament of Holy Communion

  Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

  It is right to give our thanks and praise....

Sanctus 

Memorial Acclamation

Great Amen
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 	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 440            In Christ There Is No East or West                  MC KEE

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                       Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 
	 through this and every coming day, 
	 that in your Spirit strong and true 
	 our lives may be our gift to you. 

  Postlude            Little Prelude and Fugue in G Minor               attr. J.S. Bach

The inclusiveness of the 
20th-century text In 
Christ There Is No East or 
West is enhanced when 
paired with this 
traditional spiritual tune. 
This 1940 pairing was 
the first use of African 
American music in a 
mainline American 
hymnal.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when 
children remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. 
Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Wed@First + LIFT - March 4 - Carrabba’s Italian Grill 
Join us for Wednesdays@First where we will participate in our intergenerational LIFT (Living in 
Faith Together) by breaking bread, studying God’s word, playing, and praying — all together as a 
family of faith on March 4 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. All are invited to participate!

Please RSVP for dinner in the Atrium, online, or by contacting the church office (e-mail 
frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338) by Monday, March 2 at 12:00 p.m. Price 
is $12/person and a $45/family max (complimentary for children 5 and under).
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), 
		         Michelle Clendenan-Shaw

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon, Emily LaBoon,
		        Chuck Toney

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Annie Laurie Dodd by 
members of Circle 2.

MARCH FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair),
Susan Ferguson, Karen Cobb, Elaine Johnson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Lenten Lunch Study on Thursdays, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Join us for weekly Lenten Lunches Thursdays from 12:30-1:30 through April 3. We will follow a week-
ly Lenten devotional booklet called “Tell Me Something Good”. This resource invites us into explore 
stories in which Jesus is bringing good news and challenging us to claim it as such, to ground ourselves in 
it, and to let it nourish and embolden us for the work to the lives of discipleship to which we are called.

You can find the devotional booklet online on our website. To receive the daily daily devotional emails, 
please contact the church office (e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338)

Life Care Informational Meeting, Tuesday, March 17 6:00 p.m.

Trying to determine the “right care” for an aging loved one…or “proactively planning” for our own 
future aging needs can be very confusing, time-consuming, and stressful.  To help address these concerns, 
Stephen Ministry is hosting guest speaker Abbie Vogt, Owner and General Manager of A bridge: Aging 
Life Care Management.  Ms. Vogt will provide information regarding the broad services offered by her 
organization to assist families in making these important decisions, as well as, their provision of ongoing 
care management.  Please join us on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Moses Waddell 
Room.   To confirm your attendance, please contact Lisa Oelke (706.540.4251) or Becky Hartman 
(706.254.4504) 

Volunteer Recognition Sunday
March 8

We are always so thankful for the many faithful and generous volunteers who help us to offer 
programs for faith formation and community-building in our congregation. On Sunday, March 
8, we will give thanks to God for all who give of their time and talents to support and lead these 
ministries! If you are one of our volunteers (or if you are a person who appreciates them!), please 
plan to attend so we can celebrate these gifts together.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 1 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
10:00 a.m.	 New Members Coffee with Session, Parlor
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, March 2
  8:30 a.m.	 Men’s Small Group Meeting, Library
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle 2, Staff Comference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir, Room 205

Tuesday, March 3
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle 3/4
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen
  7:00 p.m.	 Circle Six, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, March 4
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare and Friends Class, Staff Conference Room or Zoom (ID: 706-543-1820)
  5:30 p.m.	 Wed@First Supper, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 5
 12:30 p.m.	 Lenten Study Group, Staff Conference Room
  2:00 p.m.	 Mellows, Presbyterian Village
  5:30 p.m.	 Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Library
  5:30 p.m.	 WDS Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday,  March 8 - Daylight Savings Time Begins, Volunteer Recognition Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:15 p.m.	 Young Adult Brunch
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group, The PIT

Join one of our Response Teams!

Do you enjoy hosting or helping with meals? Join a Response Team! Help us host receptions or 
with meals for families after funerals or memorial services.

We need more volunteers to share the load. Team members prepare, serve, and clean up 
refreshments — or drop off food if you can’t attend. Currently, five teams rotate responsibilities 
— many hands make light work!

To join a team or for more information, please contact Paulo Santos at paulo@firstpresathens.org.









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2026	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028
	   Lindsay Griffeth 	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks
 	   Dan Nadenicek 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler
	   Karen Phillips 	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson
	   Ethelyn Simpson	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares
	   Jeffrey Trapnell	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats
	   Pat Tritt	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens
	   John Turner	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck
	   Pat Waldrip	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager
             Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern
             Mr. Devon Smith, Children and Youth Ministries Intern


