
April 2, 2026
7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this evening, please silence your cell phone.

Prelude                                    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                         Johannes Brahms

Greeting  
Jesus said: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as Christ has loved us, let us love one another. John 13:34 

  Call to Worship        
This is the night
when Christ, our Passover Lamb,
surrendered himself to those who would kill him,
setting us free from sin and death forever.
This is the night
when Christ, our Teacher and Lord,
knelt down to wash the disciples’ feet,
showing us how to love and serve one another.
This is the night
when Christ, the bread of heaven,
shared a holy meal with his followers,
offering a feast of abundant life and grace for all.

*Hymn 94 An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare O WALY WALY

Prayer for Illumination

*Those who are able may stand.



  First Lesson                                       John 13:31b-35, page 984

  Anthem                                                          Into the Woods                                   David Ashley White
	 Into the woods my Master went, clean forspent, forspent; 
	 into the woods my Master came, forspent with love and shame. 
	 But the olives they were not blind to him, the little gray leaves were kind to him, 
	 the thorn-tree had a mind to him, when into the woods he came. 
	 Out of the woods my Master went, and he was well content; 
	 out of the woods my Master came, content with death and shame. 
	 When death and shame would woo him last, from under the trees they drew him last, 
	 ’twas on a tree they slew him last, when out of the woods he came.

  Second Lesson                                 John 19:23-30, page 990

  Sermon                                                             Last Words                  The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

  Hymn 97                                         Go to Dark Gethsemane                                             READHEAD 76

				                                      (stanzas 1-3)

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	  Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise....

	 	 Sanctus                                                         
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Chancel Choir

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 Great Amen

	 Breaking of the Bread                                                           

	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 	
	 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
	 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 	
	 forever. Amen.

	 Prayer After Communion

  Hymn 98                                         O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                          PASSION CHORALE

  Reading                                       John 19:31-42, page 990

  Stripping of the Church

  All depart in silence.



Holy Week Services & Activities

Good Friday Service, April 3, Covenant Presbyterian Church, 7:00 p.m.
     Our siblings from Athens area Presbyterian churches and campus ministry will gather for the 
     annual Good Friday service, hosted this year by Covenant Presbyterian Church.

Easter Eve Egg Hunt and Picnic Lunch, Saturday, April 4, 11:00 a.m., The Hill
      All are invited to our Egg Hunt and Picnic Lunch at The Hill (11:00-12:30 p.m.). The church family
      is asked to bring a side dish or desert to share and your own picnic blanket and/or chairs. Lee
      Epting will provide a meat and the perfect grass for egg hiding. The church will provide drinks and 
      Easter treats. Please use tinyurl.com/egghuntsides to indicate which side/desert you plan to bring.

Easter, April 5
Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 a.m., gates will open at 6:30 a.m.
        Oconee Hill Cemetery invites everyone to the Wingfield Chapel within the cemetery grounds for an
         Easter Sunrise Service. Please dress comfortably and consider bringing a flashlight and folding chair.

Easter Worship Services: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
        Join us for the celebration of the risen Christ. We will receive an offering for the One Great Hour
       of Sharing, which will be used to help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger 
      Program, and Self Development of People through the Presbyterian Church USA.

Biscuit Brunch, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
       Between services, instead of Sunday School, we will all gather as a church family for fellowship.

First Pres Family Promise Host Weeks
March 29 - April 11

FPC will host Family Promise from March 29th through April 11th. Volunteers directly support 
families by providing a meal. Although all of our host spots are filled, you can still help by making a 
$25 donation (to First Pres with “Family Promise” in the memo) to purchase groceries or rideshare 
gift cards for transportation to work.

We are also looking for donations of baby items for one family expecting a baby in May. If you have 
an unused stroller, baby blankets, burp cloths, bottles, diapers, etc., we will be collecting these items 
in the Atrium over the next two weeks. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who will be providing meals during this time. If you have questions, 
please contact the Family Promise Coordinators, Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.
com or Jean Bock at bockjean@gmail.com.

Red Cross Blood Drive
April 19, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on April 19 and help save a life! Reserve an appointment 
online at redcrossblood.org (sponsor code AFPC), or contact the church office (call 706-543-
4338 or e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org). If you cannot give blood but would like to help 
check-in donors, please contact Joe Neighbors to volunteer (jbneighb@bellsouth.net).

Project Safe Workday
April 19, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Join us to support Project Safe by helping to sort clothes, clean shelves, and tidy up the thrift 
store. Project Safe works to end domestic violence through crisis intervention, supportive services, 
advocacy, prevention, and education. For more information, please contact Rev. Whitney Booth 
Lockard at whitney@firstpresathens.org. The Project Safe thrift store is located at 995 Hawthorne 
Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (in the Bell’s Shopping Center).
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