
April 19, 2026
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Easter

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

I Greet Thee, Who My 
Sure Redeemer Art, 
originally a French 
text attributed to John 
Calvin, seems to be a 
Protestant reworking 
of a Roman Catholic 
hymn. The text and 
tune (which came from 
the Genevan Psalter, 
1551) date from early 
years of the Reformed 
tradition.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                             Adagio and Allegro       George Frideric Handel

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                                           AZMON

	 This is the day the Lord hath made; 
	 the hours are all God’s own. 
	 Let heaven rejoice; let earth be glad, 
	 and praise surround the throne. 

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 Our God calls us from our daily tasks.
	 We come before God with joy.
	 Let us honor this sacred time together.
	 We are listening, O God. Speak to us.
	 Let us answer God’s call to be community
	 We are ready, O God. Nourish us for the work of the Spirit.

*Hymn 457         I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art       TOULON

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Merciful God, give us the willingness to be honest with 
	 ourselves, with one another, and with you about the ways in 	
	 which we have caused harm in this world. Give us the openness 	
	 to see where our actions or failures to act have led to pain in 	
	 those closest to us and in those far away. Do not let us sink 	
	 further into self-harm through self-blame and hatred, but give 	
	 us the courage to set right our wrongs, and to return to you 	
	 again and again for forgiveness.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                           Jacques Berthier

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

  11:00 a.m. Sacrament of Baptism       
	 Through baptism, we welcome Penelope Iris Eskew-Pennington into
 	 the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

	 *Question to the Congregation 
	 Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide
	 and nurture Penelope, by word and deed, with love and prayer,
	 encouraging her to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

	 Affirmation of Faith                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth.

		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 	
		  God the Father Almighty; 
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

	 Hymn 492                  Baptized in Water                               BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination         Hymn 454, stanza 1
	 Blessed Jesus, at your word 
	 we are gathered all to hear you; 
	 let our hearts and souls be stirred
	 now to seek and love and fear you; 
	 by your teachings true and holy, 
	 drawn from earth to love you solely.  

  First Lesson            Psalm 30:1-5, page 494
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson       John 21:1-18, page 991
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                 Converted                                 Dr. Ryan Baer
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Sacrament of 
Baptism at the 11:00 
a.m. service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 5, are invited 
to Children’s Church held 
in the Children’s Ministry 
Suite on the first floor.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.



We Know That Christ 
Is Raised, an exuberant 
baptismal hymn, unfolds 
Christ’s new life, making 
us “a new creation.” The 
text was written to fit 
this tune.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 495              We Know That Christ Is Raised                    ENGELBERG

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  8:45 a.m. Offertory                         Toulon                          Charles Callahan

11:00 a.m. Offertory             Consecration              Frederick Chatfield
	 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
	 Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
	 Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of my love. 
	 Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 
	 Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. 
	 Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee. 
	 Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
	 Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
	 Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
	 Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 
	 Take my love, my Lord, I pour at they feet its treasure store. 
	 Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.    

*Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

  

11:00 a.m. Service of Ordination and Installation

	 Presentation of Elders-Elect to be Ordained* and Installed

	 There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
	 There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same 	
	 Lord who is served.
	 God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s 		
	 purpose that is accomplished. 
	 To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 
	 Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.

	 Statement on Ordination

	 Profession of Faith

	 Thanksgiving for Baptism

	 Questions for Elders-Elect

		  Questions for Congregation                          

Meghan Bawcum
Stephen Covington
* Andrew Griffeth
Anne Marie Miller

Mike Morris
Leslye Queen
Laura Toney
* Gail Wilfong
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		  Do we, the members of First Presbyterian Church, accept these
		  individuals as Elders, chosen by God through the voice of this (cont'd)
		  congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do. 
		  Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their
		  decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, 
		  who alone is Head of the Church? We do.

	 Prayer of Ordination and Installation

	 Declaration and Welcome 

	 Charge to the Newly Ordained and Installed

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn Insert     God, Bless Your Church with Strength!       DIADEMATA

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                      Hymn 68, stanza 4
	 To God the Father, God the son, 
	 and Holy Spirit, three in one, 
	 may every tongue and nation raise 
	 an endless song of thankful praise.	

  Postlude                                  Rondeau                     Jean Joseph Mouret
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

God, Bless Your Church 
with Strength! was 
written in 1984 for 
the 150th anniversary 
of First Presbyterian 
Church, South Bend, 
Indiana by the associate 
pastor. The focus is on 
the changing world and 
the Christian response 
to it. The author wrote 
the text for the tune 
Diademata.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. 
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Sacrament of Baptism. To pick up your child 
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Project Safe Workday
Today, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Join us to support Project Safe by helping to sort clothes, clean shelves, and tidy up the thrift 
store. Project Safe works to end domestic violence through crisis intervention, supportive services, 
advocacy, prevention, and education. The Project Safe thrift store is located at 995 Hawthorne 
Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (in the Bell’s Shopping Center).

Elder Recognition and Reception
Today after the 11:00 a.m. service

Please join us in the Atrium immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service for a light 
reception to thank the elders in the Class of 2026 
and welcome the Class of 2029 as they begin their 
service on the session

Red Cross Blood Drive
Today, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Donors are still needed! Please join us in the 
Fellowship Hall today to help save a life! Walk-ins 
are welcome. 



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

All God's Creatures Zoo Day

The Weekday School invites church families to our “All God’s Creatures” at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 23. We are bringing in our “Wildlife Wonders Zoo To You!” friends to 
present this hands-on fun exploring how God made each animal unique. Questions? Email WDS 
Director, Elaine Johnson, at elaine@firstpresathens.org.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Baptism Elder
Shannon Brooks

 USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), 
			    Michelle Clendenen-Shaw

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
			    Emily LaBoon, John Turner

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley 

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the 
glory of God and in celebration of the marriage 
of Allison Boyd Thurston and Miller Colvin.

APRIL FLOWER TEAM
Greta Covington(Chair), Tootsie Adams, 
Judy Burch, Lauren Cook, Andrea Doornbos, 
Page Pate, Jennifer Trapnell, Sydney Jackson 

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Books for Keeps

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please bring 
your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office between Sunday, April 19, and Sunday, 
May 24. Books for Keeps can accept books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn 
more about the organization, please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

Matthew 25 Pantry Volunteers Needed

The Matthew 25 (M25) Commission will hold spring 2026 pantry distributions of such 
items as toilet paper, paper towels, batteries, lotion, cleaning products, aluminum foil, 
laundry soap etc., from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on eight consecutive Thursdays from May 
7 to June 25. The M25 Commission seeks three volunteers for each of those Thursdays 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. to help with set up, clean up, and to assist with the distribution 
of the pantry items. Please access the sign up at tinyurl.com/FPCResourcePantry2026 
if you would like to volunteer.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, April 19 - Elder Ordination and Installation, Red Cross Blood Drive
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  8:00 a.m.	 Red Cross Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Elders, Atrium
  2:00 p.m.	 Project Safe Work Day
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, April 20
  830 a.m.	 Men's Small Group Meeting, Church Library
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen

Tuesday, April 21
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 UGA Campus Kitchen

Wednesday, April 22
    6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, April 23
  9:05 a.m.	 WDS Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
  5:30 p.m.	 All God's Creatures, Courtyard

Saturday, April 25
  9:00 a.m.	 Athens Access to Justice Pop-Up Legal Clinic, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, April 26
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Columbia Seminary Sunday
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
  1:00 p.m.	 Joey Hokayem Recital, Sanctuary
  3:00 p.m.	 Joey Hokayem Reception, Atrium
  4:00 p.m.	 Cherub Choir, Room 203
  4:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:45 p.m.	 Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Group, The PIT

Save the Date: VBS 2026
Mark your calendars for July 12-15, 2026, for our second annual intergenerational VBS! We will meet 
from 5:00-7:30 P.M. for a time of food, fellowship, and activities for all ages. We had a blast last year 
and are looking forward to another amazing week together! All are welcome and we would love to 
have you join us! Stay tuned for registration and more information. 

Scottish Reformation Sunday
May 3, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., Reception at 12:00 p.m.

Join our annual celebration of our Scottish heritage at both worship services, along with recognition 
of local and state dignitaries at 11:00 a.m. All are welcome to join the processional and recessional. If 
you need to borrow a kilt, please call Smith Wilson (706-338-4646) or Lee Epting (706-353-1913).









Elders Class of 2029

Meghan Bawcum became a member of First Pres in 2008 and enjoys 
volunteering in children, youth, and music ministry. She teaches orchestra 
and chorus in Jefferson City schools, and can usually be found reading, 
cooking and baking, or hanging out with daughters Evie (13), Nora (7), 
and Waffles the dog.

   Stephen Covington and his wife Greta joined FPC in the summer of 2006 
  when they moved from Atlanta. Greta grew up in Athens as a member of FPC. 
  They are  both active members of FPC. Stephen has served once before on the 
  Session (2014-2016) and served on the Senior Pastor Search Committee that 
  called Rev. Dr. Ryan Baer in 2018. Stephen works in business development for
  Mercer Consulting LLC. Stephen enjoys sports, reading, and attending live 
  music concerts. Greta and Stephen have two girls they raised at FPC: Celeste 
  (24) and Ann Harper (22).

Andrew Griffeth and his wife Lindsay have been members of First 
Presbyterian Church for over ten years. He graduated from Furman 
University in Greenville, SC with a degree in Business Administration. 
Andrew is the owner and operator of Gridiron Golf Club. Andrew and 
Lindsay are the proud parents of Sawyer (8) and Sutton (6). Andrew 
enjoys playing golf, pickleball, and watching Georgia athletics.

Anne Marie Miller and her husband Tony moved to Athens in February of 
2021 when Presbyterian Village Athens opened. They joined FPC in 2023, 
already having joined the New Voices Sunday School class. She worked for 
many years in the Gwinnett County Schools before retiring in 2021, as well as 
serving as an Elder and Church Treasurer at Decatur Presbyterian Church, and 
volunteering with La Leche League leading group support meetings and being 
part of their hotline support system. They have three children, seven 
grandchildren, and a large cat who decided he was coming to Athens with 
them rather than staying with their son’s family. They like reading, writing, 
music, and traveling.



Elders Class of 2029

Mike Morris and his wife Eve have been members of FPC for over 30 
years. They are parents of Erin and grandparents to Margaret (5) and 
Michael (3). Mike is a Triple Dawg and a retired attorney, having 
practiced law in Athens for forty plus years. Mike has served FPC in 
several capacities, including multiple terms on the Session, stewardship 
chair, capital campaign committee, legal representation, teaching Sunday 
School, and chair of the Associate Pastor Search Committee that called 
Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard in 2023. Mike presently serves on the
Permanent Judicial Commission of the Northeast Georgia Presbytery.

  Leslye Queen has been a member of First Presbyterian Church for more 
  than 40 years and has been a Ruling Elder since 2014. She has served on 
  two FPC Search Committees, taught Sunday school, and has been a youth 
  group chaperone. She has been a member of the October Flower 
  Committee for about 10 years. She served on the Presbytery’s Committee 
  on Ministry (2015-19), was Moderator of Presbytery (2020), and was chair 
  of the Coordinating Team (2021).  Leslye enjoys walking in the woods and 
  listening to audiobooks and music while working in the yard. She and her 
  husband Chris have a daughter, Katherine, who is a sophomore at Georgia 
  Tech.

Laura Toney is a seventh-generation Presbyterian in Northeast 
Georgia and an FPC member since 2002. She has previously served 
on Session, on the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, and is a 
member of our Stephen Ministry. With her husband, Chuck, she enjoys 
gardening and spending time with family, especially their grands. As 
a retired art educator, she enjoys drawing and painting, in addition to 
community service through the woman’s club.

Gail Wilfong is a native Athenian and grew up coming to FPC. 
After retiring from teaching in Atlanta’s Fulton County Schools, 
she moved back to Athens and rejoined the church. She has helped 
with Godly Play, Bible School, and Family Promise. She has enjoyed 
tutoring at Athens Academy’s Lower School and volunteering with 
several other organizations in Athens. Gail loves playing pickleball 
and Mah-Jongg, exercising, going to book club, and traveling.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Interns: Morgan Cassidy, Devon Smith
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
Busy Bags, and books are available at the children’s tables 
located in the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, Bible 
stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K - 2nd Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will continue 
worshipping together in the Children’s Ministry Suite by 
listening to God’s Word, praying to God, and responding 
through art and worship.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday. All children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to take part in 
worship and Communion with family.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For any questions, please contact Hannah Knight 
at hannah@firstpresathens.org. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Children and Youth Ministries - Sunday School
Godly Play (4 years-2nd grade)
Explorers (3rd-5th grade)
Youth (6th-12th grade)

Children’s Sunday School meets in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite each Sunday starting at 9:45am. Our 
younger kiddos will be participating in Godly Play- 
an interactive, hands-on, reflective method of learning 
about God by modeling Bible stories and responding. 
Our Explorers Class is for our 3rd-5th graders and 
is new this year! This group will spend time learning 
more about Bible basics and hear the stories of God’s 
people, following the Narrative Lectionary text.

Youth Sunday School meets in the PIT and kicks off 
each Sunday with donuts & fellowship at 9:45am! We 
use the Living the Word curriculum from Spirit & Truth 
Publishing- it directly follows the Narrative Lectionary 
Text each week. There is time for games, intentional 
discussion, and hearing the sacred stories of old!

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
Sunday night youth group is a safe space for youth to 
come as they are! We will split into middle and high 
school groups, eat a yummy meal, and finish the 
evening as a large group. There will be games, Bible 
study, creative response time, and lots of laughs as we 
spend intentional time together. The theme for this 
year is “Back to Basics”- we will spend time learning 
more about key Biblical figures, hearing the stories of 
old, and diving deeper into prayer. As Jesus reminds 
us- He is the vine and we are the branches (John 15)! 
There is value in abiding in the One who knows and 
loves us fully. Come join us- all are welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Bible Basics • Moses Waddel Room 
(class will resume on January 18)
Bible Basics is an intergenerational class that, as the name 
suggests, focuses on the Bible. In the Spring semester, the 
class is studying the book of Acts. If you are interested in 
studying how the early Christian movement began and 
laid the foundation for the emergence of the church, 
please join us at 9:50 a.m. in the Moses Waddel Room.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) and 
Elaine Johnson (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Builders • Room 301
This class is a space for anyone navigating the complexities 
of family life, relationships with children and youth, or 
careers. Our time together will offer a blend of fellowship, 
mutual support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or Rev. 
Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek to 

enrich their understanding of the Bible and its application 
to our daily lives. Currently we are studying John’s Letters 
which focuses on the core values of living a Christian life.
Coordinator: Jerry Rogers (jrogerswtw@aol.com)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
The New Voices class is a discussion based class. Our goal 
is to create joy through art- come visit our New Voices 
Art Studio- music, prayer, scripture, class led discussion 
and community. We’re currently reading and discussing 
“The Tears Of Things- Prophetic Wisdom For An Age 
of Outrage.” By Richard Rohr. Our discussions are open 
minded, respectful, topical and fun.
Contact: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
The class features open and honest discussion in a 
nonjudgmental atmosphere about various aspects of 
Christianity. This year Rev. Will Norman is leading 
us in a study of the New Testament books.
Contact: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923


