
July 19, 2026
10:00 a.m.

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

From All That Dwell 
Below the Skies is a 
paraphrase of Psalm 117, 
the first and third stanzas 
by Isaac Watts, with the 
second stanza added later 
to lengthen the hymn, 
which is also helped by 
the added Alleluias.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                            Gigue Fugue in C                   Dietrich Buxtehude

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                                                       DIX
	 Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!
	 Great your wonders here displayed, 
	 unexcelled throughout our days.
	 Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

   Call to Worship                                                                     
	 O Lord, you have searched us and known us.
	 Before we move or think or speak, you know our actions and 	
	 our words.
	 You breathed life into us, and shaped us in human form to serve your 	
	 purpose and sing your praise.
	 We praise you for the gifts of substance and spirit, of acceptance 	
	 and expectancy, of lineage and legacy.
	 How wonderful are your thoughts, O God!
	 How vast is the expanse of your grace and love!
	 Praise the Lord!
	 The Lord’s name be praised!

*Hymn 229             From All That Dwell Below the Skies                            
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Holy and Beloved God, you call us by name, declaring us 
	 precious, honored, and loved. Yet we confess that we often fail to 
	 see ourselves as you see us. We cling to the chaff in our lives—	
	 fear, selfishness, and pride—instead of releasing it to you. We 
	 admit that we sometimes view others as rivals rather than as your 	
	 beloved children, forgetting that your salvation extends to all.
	  Forgive us, O God, for the ways we resist your refining love. Help
 	 us to live as those who are redeemed, sharing your grace and (cont’d)

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able please stand.



 	 mercy with a world longing to feel precious, honored, and loved. 	
	 Remind us of your boundless love, and help us carry a portion 	
	 within our hearts. Amen. 

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                      Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
	 world without end. Amen, Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination                                       Hymn 339, stanza 1
	 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
	 nought be all else to me, save that thou art -
	 thou my best thought, by day or by night,
	 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

  First Lesson          Psalm 139:13-16, page 566
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                              Teach Me, O Lord                   Thomas Attwood
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.

  Second Lesson        Philippians 2:12-13, page 1071
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                Work Out Your Own Salvation    The Rev. Will Noman

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 275                            God of Our Life                                          SANDON

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, (cont’d)	
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

All children are invited 
to remain in worship 
on Sunday mornings 
with family during the 
summer months.

Lay Reader:
 Danielle McArdle

The anthem is a setting 
of Psalm 119: 33, set 
to music by English 
composer Thomas 
Attwood (1765-1838).

God of Our Life was 
written for the fiftieth 
anniversary of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church in 
Pittsburgh, by its pastor 
Hugh Thomas Kerr. He 
wrote the text to fit this 
tune.



You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er 
the Sun is a classic 
example of how Isaac 
Watts Christianized 
the psalms, in this case 
Psalm 72. The tune is 
named after the address 
of the supposed 
composer. 
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	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                           Be Thou My Vision                      Paul Manz

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 423              Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun     DUKE STREET

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                          Hymn 540, stanza 1 
	 God be with you till we meet again,
	 loving counsels guide, uphold you,
	 with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
	 God be with you till we meet again.

  Postlude                                 Toccata on Duke Street                Gordon Young

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

FPC History Book Club
Led by Ron Bogue, Richard Lane, and Smith Wilson

July 19 from 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Friends of all ages and stages are invited to join us for our special summer Sunday School class 
focusing on the history of our First Presbyterian Church of Athens. Today, Ron Bogue will be 
talking about the pew plaques in the sanctuary. We will meet following the 10:00 a.m. service 
in Moses Waddel Room.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Will Norman, Visiting Pastor
Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and 
	                        Youth Ministries
Mrs. Martha Braswell, Guest Organist/Choir Director

Lay Reader
Danielle McArdle

USHERS
Chuck Toney, Laura Toney, Larry Baer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Elizabeth Nicholson 
Porterfield and Joan and Ray Nicholson by Leslye 
Queen and Carolyn Hally.

JULY FLOWER TEAM
Lucy Bell Johnson, Vera Lee-Schoenfeld, 
Rebekah Seabolt, Ethelyn Simpson

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Summer Choir
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be a chance 
to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to Wednesday 
night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Through August 16, we 
will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for that morning’s service. Singers 
may join for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the whole summer. There is no 
obligation, but we do hope some will decide they enjoy singing in the choir enough to continue in the 
fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and children are also welcome. For more 
information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

The Affordable Housing Challenge in Athens: 
Stats, Systemic Issus & Strategies

The Matthew 25 commission invites you to join us in the Moses Waddel Room on Sunday, August 
2 at 11:15 a.m. for a panel discussion moderated by Becky Hartman on the status of affordable housing 
in Athens, the impact on our citizens, and strategies that are being implemented in our community to 
address this important issue. Light refreshments will be served.

Panel Participants will be:
Courtney Etheredge, Director of Community Impact United Way of Northeast Georgia
Melinda Lord, Director of Housing & Community Development (HCD) Athens Clarke County
J. Richard (Rick) Parker, II, Retired Executive Director Athens Housing Authority, Board Member 
Envision Athens



THIS WEEK
Sunday, July 19
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Will Norman preaching
11:15 a.m.	 FPC History Book Club Sunday School, Moses Waddel Room

Tuesday, July 21
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, July 22
  9:00 a.m.	 WDS Wonderful Wednesday, WDS

Thursday, July 23
  5:30 p.m.	 Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Saturday, July 25
  6:05 p.m.	 Summer Fellowship: Gwinnett Stripers v. Iowa Cubs, Coolray Field, Lawrenceville

Sunday, July 26
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:15 a.m. 	 Generosity Team Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Summer Fellowship Outings
Summer is here! We hope you’ll plan to join us for some (or all!) of these fun fellowship outings. 
Each of these is open to anyone who would like to attend – all ages and stages of our church 
family! Please RSVP to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.org) so we can keep a headcount and 
feel free to reach out with questions.

Saturday, July 25 at 6:05 p.m. Gwinnett Stripers v. Iowa Cubs (Triple-A baseball), 
Coolray Field (Lawrenceville, GA)
$15 per person. Please e-mail Whitney by July 20 to claim your spot!

Wednesday, July 29 at 5:00 p.m. Happy Hour at Creature Comforts Brewing Company 
(271 W. Hancock Ave)
Peruse local vendors at the Athens Farmers’ Market and enjoy a beverage and a bite with friends!

Thursday, July 30 at 2:00 p.m. All Ages Mellows Outing at PVA Memory Care
(1400 Live Oak Lane)
Members of all ages can join together to brighten the day of the PVA Memory Care residents 
with a fun singing session. 

Thursday, August 6 at 6:00 p.m. Downtown Dinner, Ted’s Most Best (254 W. Washington St.)
Bring the whole family and head downtown for food, drink, and fun!

Stained-Glass Window in Moses Waddel Room 

The stained-glass window is a gift from the family of Robyn McDonald and her office colleagues, Mary 
Zorn Bates, Aubrey Brannen, Jessie Greene, Judy Salmon, and Tina Tinsley.  

The window is a panel of the larger Dean Family stained-glass window from the older First Presbyterian 
Church, Gainesville, GA, which was removed and returned to the Dean family when that church building 
was rased upon completion of construction of the new church. Robyn and Jim were married in the older 
church building in December of 1973. Robyn’s paternal grandmother’s maiden name was Helen Dean.

The framed and lighted stained-glass window reminds all who are present that they are in a holy place. And, 
they remember God’s promise that when two or more are gathered in Jesus’ name, God is present also.









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor

	   Class of 2027	 Class of 2028	 Class of 2029
	   Susan Baldwin 	 Steven Brooks 	 Meghan Bawcum
 	   Bill Bushnell 	 Courtney Dantzler 	 Stephen Covington
	   Amy Cowsert 	 Shannon Ferguson 	 Andrew Griffeth
	   Matt Crim	 Edward W. (Ned) Phares	 Anne Marie Miller
	   Jay Holloway	 Holly Sheats	 Mike Morris
	   Tom Lane	 Lawton Stephens	 Leslye Queen
	   Joan Pinson	 Madeline Van Dyck	 Laura Toney
	   Paige Simmons	 John Webster	 Gail Wilfong

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Mikel Williams, Director of Weekday School (mikel@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton
             Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager
             Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern


