First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

August 2, 2026
10:00 a.m.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Sanctus Craig Phillips

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering O QUANTA QUALIA

Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor;
enter God’s presence with thanks and a song!
You are the rock of your people’s salvation

to whom our jubilant praises belong.

Call to Worship
Come into the presence of the Most High God
with songs of praise and shouts of thanksgiving.
For our Savior frees and heals us.
Our Savior is our peace.
You are a holy temple in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Come; let us worship God.

*Hymn 470 O Day of Radiant Gladness
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, your steadfast love endures forever. We confess
that we act as if we are in control, as if you will bless whatever we
do. Too often, we frame humanity and creation itself through the
lens of what benefits us. Too often, we have failed to show your
love or to do justice in obedience to you. Truthfully, we have no
right to be called your children. Yet through Jesus, you have
claimed us and draw us near. Have mercy on us, God of grace.
Forgive our sins, we humbly pray. Put the mind of Christ within
us, so that our lives take the form of a cross. Use us to break down
walls of hostility within the church, among the nations, and
around the world. Equip us to honor you by doing your will,
when it is easy and when it is costly. Build us together into a
dwelling place for you. Amen.

*Those who are able please stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

O Day of Radiant
Gladness 1s a text for the
first day of the week
representing Creation,
Resurrection, and
Pentecost — each an
encounter with part
of the Trinity. The
tune name recalls the
German song adapted
for use with several
hymns.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

All children are invited
fo remain in worship
on Sunday mornings
with family during the
summer months.

Lord, We Have Come at
Your Own Invitation, by
the prolific British
Methodist hymn writer
Fred Pratt Green, is

a reminder that each
time we share in the
Lord’s Supper, we are
renewing our baptismal
vows. The text is set

to a tune that dates to
the transition between
plainchant and modern
tonalities.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
2cighth century

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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Glo-ry to God,  glo-ry to God, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination TALLIS CANON
Eternal light, shine in my heart; eternal hope, lift up my eyes;
eternal power, be my support; eternal wisdom, make me wise.

First Lesson Psalm 89:1-5, 14-37, page 534
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Ephesians 2:11-22 , page 1067
This 1s the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon No Longer Strangers The Rev. Margaret Davis

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 516 Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation

O QUANTA QUALIA
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory O Come and Dwell in Me Irish Melody
arr. Arlen Clarke
O come and dwell in me, Holy Spirit of power within,

and bring the glorious liberty from sorrow, fear and sin.

Let all the angel throng give glory, thanks to God on high,

while earth repeats the joyful song and echoes to the sky.

Thy grace to sinners show, the heavenly angel choirs proclaim, (cont’d)



and cry, “Salvation to our God, salvation to the Lamb!”
Spirit of Holiness, let thy saints adore thee,

send thy renewing power we kneel before thee.

When heaven and earth have fled before thy glorious face,
sing all the saints thy love hath made thine everlasting praise.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Great Thanksgiving

You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.
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The Lord be with you. The musical setting of
And also with you. Fhe communion liturgy
Lift up your hearts. is based on the
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

O Day of Peace was
created to offer non-
nationalistic words for
a popular British tune.
The first Smf’za dcﬁ““ *Congregational Response Hymn 507, stanza 5
P~ peace betised On Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,

ending conflict, and the . . . . .
second (based on Isaiah and as his people in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise,

*Hymn 450 O Day of Peace JERUSALEM

*Charge and Benediction

11) describes shalom — we’ll live and speak his praise.
living in harmony and
mutual good will. Postlude Improvisation on_Jerusalem John Coble

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-714861

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15a.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Last Summer Fellowship Outing

Summer is almost done! We hope you’ll plan to join us for one more fun fellowship outing. This
is open to anyone who would like to attend — all ages and stages of our church family! Please
RSVP to Whitney (whitney@firstpresathens.org) so we can keep a headcount and feel free to
reach out with questions.

Thursday, August 6 at 6:00 p.m. Downtown Dinner, Ted’s Most Best (254 W. Washington St.)
Bring the whole family and head downtown for food, drink, and fun!



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor -~ Bryan Owens

The Rev. Magaret Daws, Parisﬁ Associate ' TO AID IN WORSHIP
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist .

o If you need to leave the sanctuary during
Declan Brooks, Violin . : : } . )

the service, a live video feed is available in the

USHERS Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
J imbo LaBoon (head), John Simpson, Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw * Personal hearing receivers usable

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER anywhere in the sanctuary
Justin Winstanley * Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

FLOWERS , * Sermons from the previous six weeks
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God. CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
AUGUST FLOWER TEAM

office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Susan Baldwin, Lucy Bell Johnson, Karen
Cobb, Karen Gilmore, Elaine Johnson, Ethelyn
Simpson, Rosemary Stancil

Save These Dates!

Sunday, August 16 at 11:00 a.m.: Fall Kickoff Potluck (following our last 10:00 a.m. service
of the summer) in Fellowship Hall. The church will provide fried chicken and beverages. Please
bring a side dish to share (crockpots welcome) and join us for a time of fellowship as we begin a
new season together!

Potluck instructions: in hopes of covering our tables with a nice variety of dishes, we ask that you
bring something in the category that corresponds with the first letter of your last name:

A-G: desserts H-M: starchy sides (pasta, potatoes, etc...) N-R: vegetable sides S-Z: salads

Wednesday, August 19 at 6:30 p.m., Room 202: Chancel Choir Rehearsal begins. The
Chancel Choir sings in worship services and special services, including Christmas Eve, Ash
Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday, and occasionally presents major choral works with orchestra.
Contact Dr. John Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org) for more information and to join.

Sunday, August 23, 9:45-10:45 a.m.: Sunday School for all ages resumes! Children’s Choir
Rehearsals begin in the afternoon.
- Youth Parent Meeting & Tubing in Helen - 12:15 p.m, Fellowship Hall:

Youth and their parents are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall at 12:15pm for a brief meeting
to go over important information for the program year. Afterwards, the youth will travel to Helen,
GA to go tubing in the Chattahoochee! The cost is $10 per youth, and you are asked to bring a
bag lunch. More information to come in youth ministry communications! Reach out to Hannah
Knight (hannah@firstpresathens.org) for more information or to RSVP.

Saturday, August 29, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: Habitat for Humanity Build Day. Please contact
‘Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org) if you are interested in signing up or have
any questions.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, August 2 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, The Rev. Margaret Davis preaching
11:15a.m.  M25 Housing Challenge Panel Discussion, Moses Waddel Room

Monday, August 3
2:00 p.m.  Circle Two, Staff Conference Room

Tuesday, August 4

10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, Front Reception Desk
2:00 p.m.  Circle 3/4
7:00 p.m.  Circle Six, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, August 5
11:30 a.m.  Ouwur Daily Bread Lunch, First Baptist Church

Thursday, August 6
5:30 p.m.  M25 Commission Meeting, Church Library
5:30 p.m.  WDS Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
6:00 p.m.  Summer Fellowship Downtown Dinner at Ted’s, 254 W. Washington St.

Sunday, August 9
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:15a.m.  Volunteer Training & Parent’s Informational Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Volunteer Training & Parent Meeting
for Children and Youth Ministries

Interested in leading children’s Sunday School, helping out at youth group, teaching Godly Play, or
working with our awesome children & youth? Attend our volunteer training on August 9 from

11:15am-12:15pm in the Moses Waddel room!

The intention of this training is to better equip our incredible volunteers, provide important information
for this program year, and continue to support them as they serve our children and youth. Light
refreshments will be provided and we will be done within an hour! Parents of children and youth-
please make sure you have an adult from your family present for the training as we will
be going over important information for the year. If you plan to attend, please email Hannah
Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries at hannah@firstpresathens.org. Looking forward

to serving alongside y’all this year!



470 O Day of Radiant Gladness

ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVOGELEIN  7.6.7.6 D
Stanzas 1-2, Christopher Wordsworth, 1862; alt.

Stanza 3, Charles P. Price, 1980 Memmingen ms., 17th century
Stanza 4, The Hymnal 1982 Harm. George Ratcliffe Woodward, 1904
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Sing “Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly” To  the pgreat God tri - une,

And thus this day most glo - rious A tri - ple light was given.

From grace more grace re - ceiv - ing On  this blest day of light

The churchits wvoice up - rais - es To  You, blest Threein One.
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LORD’S SUPPER

Lord, We Have Come
516

at Your Own Invitation

O QUANTA QUALIA  11.10.11.10

Paris Antiphoner, 1681

Fred Pratt Green, 1977 As in La Feillée’s Méthode du plain-chant, 1808
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1. Lord, we have come at  Your own in - vi - ta - tion,
2. Here, at Your ta - ble, con - firm our in - ten - tiom,
3. When, at Your ta - ble, each time of re - turn - ing,
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O Day of Peace 450

IERUSRLEM LMD C. Hubert H. Parry, 1916

Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1982 Harm. Richard Proulx, 1986
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Curass oF 2027 Crass oF 2028 Curass oF 2029
Susan Baldwin Steven Brooks Meghan Bawcum
Bill Bushnell Courtney Dantzler Stephen Covington
Amy Cowsert Shannon Ferguson Andrew Grifteth
Matt Crim Edward W. (Ned) Phares Anne Marie Miller
Jay Holloway Holly Sheats Mike Morris
Tom Lane Lawton Stephens Leslye Queen
Joan Pinson Madeline Van Dyck Laura Toney
Paige Simmons John Webster Gail Wilfong

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney @firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Mikel Williams, Director of Weekday School (mikel@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager

Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern




