First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

September 6, 2026
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Land of Rest Gerald Near

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering HOLY MANNA

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering.

Here, in truth we will be fed.

You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

Call to Worship
Come, all who are burdened by what you owe and by what you cannot pay.
God is gracious and merciful, ready to release and restore.
Come, all who have wandered far from home.
God sees us while we are still far oft and comes to meet us.
Come, all who have stayed near, yet find resentment growing in our hearts.
God invites us again into the joy of grace.
For the lost are found, the estranged are welcomed,
and grace has the final word.
Let us worship the God whose abundance sets us free.

*Hymn 481 Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show LLANFAIR
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you command us to open our hands, but we so
easily close them. We keep careful accounts: what others owe us,
what we have given, what we deserve, and who has received more
than seems fair. You call us to release debts, but we hold tightly
to old grievances. You command generosity, but we calculate
what it will cost us. You rejoice when the lost are found, but
sometimes we would rather see them pay. Forgive us, O God.

(cont’d)

*Those who are able please stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Praise the Lord, God’s
Glories Show was
originally a longer
paraphrase of Psalm
150. It was shortened
when it was set to
the present tune with
recurring Alleluias.
The name of the
Welsh tune, which is
older than this text,
means “‘the church of
St. Mary.”
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At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to
remain in the Sanctuary
on Communion Sundays.

Lay Reader:
11:00: Anne Marie Miller

Forgive Our Sins as We
Forgive is based on a
petition from the Lord’s
Prayer. The shape note
tune sets these words
with appropriate
spareness.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the

eighth century.

Release us from the debts of sin we cannot repay, and loosen our
grip on the debts we hold against others. Open our hands.
Soften our hearts. Restore us to the joy of your household, where
there is bread and grace enough for all; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination Hymn 454, stanza 1
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred
now to seek and love and fear you;
by your teachings true and holy,
drawn from earth to love you solely.

First Lesson Luke 15:11-32, page 955
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson  Decuteronomy 15:1-2, 7-11, page 171
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Forgive Us Our Debts Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 347 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

DETROIT

The Apostles” Creed

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

8:45 Offertory I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ

Johann Sebastian Bach



11:00 Offertory The Penitent’s Vision K. Lee Scott
Jesus, name, all names above, Jesus, best and dearest,
Jesus, Fount of perfect love, holiest, tenderest, nearest,
Jesus, source of grace completest, Jesus, purest, Jesus sweetest,
Jesus, well of power divine, make me, keep me, seal me thine!
Thou didst call the prodigal; thou didst pardon Mary:
thou whose words can never fall, love can never vary:
Lord, to heal my lost condition, give (for thou canst give) contrition;
thou canst pardon all my ill; bid my spirit, “peace, be still!”
Jesus open me the gate that the robber entered, (contd)
who in that most lost estate wholly on thee ventured.
Thou, whose wounds are ever pleading, and thy passion interceding,
from my sins, oh, let me rise to a home in paradise!

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise...

Sanctus

The anthem is a text

by John Mason Neale,
Anglican priest, scholar,
and hymn writer, set to
music by contemporary
American composer K.
Lee Scott.
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You may mail your

check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

The musical setting of
the communion liturgy
is based on the Ameri-
can folk hymn LAND
OF REST, arranged by
American composer,
Richard Proulx.
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Come, Labor On uses
Jesus” harvest imagery
from John 4, Matthew
9, and Luke 10. It 1s

an urgent text that is

a compelling call to
Christian Service. The
tune name comes from
the Benedictine motto
“Prayer is work.”

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reptinted under
OneLicense.net #A4-714861
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the

power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 415
*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response

Come, Labor On

AR HYD Y NOS

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you;

here my tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.

Postlude

Improvistaion on Ora Labora

ORA LABORA

John Coble

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when
children remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable.

Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays.



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader:
11:00 a.m. Anne Marie Miller

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Diane Hartzell

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon (head),
Emily LaBoon, David Mendenhall

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Justin Winstanley

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
and in honor and appreciation of Dr. John Coble and

SEPTEMBER FLOWER TEAM
Betsy Bushnell (chair), Eve Morris, Lois
Neighbors, Beverly Phares, Lucy Bell

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

the Chancel Choir members.

Diapers Donations Needed - Athens Area Diaper Bank Diaper Drive

For the month of September, FPC Youth will be collecting donations for the Athens Area Diaper
Bank (AADB) to help reach their goal of 100,000 donated diapers in September! Any size of
diapers or pull ups and open packs are accepted! Donations can be dropped oft in designated
boxes in the Atrium or the church office through September 27. Diaper drives bring in a
significant number of the diapers that AADB is able to distribute to families in need. Thank you
in advance for your support of the Athens Area Diaper Bank! Contact Hannah Knight (hannah@
firstpresathens.org) with any questions.

Shakespeare and Friends Class

Join us on Wednesday afternoons starting through October 21 as Ron Bogue leads a class through

the reading and discussion of classic literature. The class will meet weekly for 8 weeks through
October 21 at 4:30 p.m. in the Staft Conference Room. If you would like to join virtually, the
Zoom meeting id is 706 543 1820.

Young Adult Brunch

Next Sunday, September 13 following the 11:00 a.m. worship service, young adults are invited to
lunch at Taco Mama! All are welcome to join! We’ll meet up in the Atrium after worship and walk
to the restaurant together for a meal and fellowship. Please e-mail Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard
(whitney@firstpresathens.org) if you plan to attend.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 6 - Food Sunday, Communion Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

Monday, September 7 - Labor Day, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, September 8

7:00a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.  Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room

5:30 p.m.  Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen

Wednesday, September 9
9:15a.m.  Circle 7, Presbyterian Village Athens
4:30 p.m.  Shakespeare and Friends Class, Staff Conference Room or via Zoom (ID: 706-543-1820)
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, September 10
9:05a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
2:00 p.m.  Mellows at Pruitt Health Athens Heritage

Sunday, September 13
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School

12:15 p.m.  Young Adult Brunch, meet in Atrium

12:15 p.m.  Generosity Team Meeting, Staff Conference Room
4:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:45 p.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Youth Group, The PIT

Red Cross Blood Drive
September 20, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall and help save a life! Reserve an appointment online at

redcrossblood.org (sponsor code AFPC), or contact the church office (call 706-543-4338 or
e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org).

If you cannot give blood but would like to help check-in donors, please contact Joe Neighbors
to volunteer (jbneighb@bellsouth.net).

Join the New Women’s Semi-Circle
September 22, 6:00 p.m.

Calling all women who are interested in a small group experience, but whose schedule or
availability has kept you from connecting with one our established Presbyterian Women Circles.
You may be interested in a new offering we’re exploring called Semi-Circle, a come-as-you-can
small group ministry option for women and friends of FPC.

On Tuesday, September 22 at 6:00pm, we will host an interest dinner to enjoy fellowship
and conversation about how we might deepen our connections to God and one another in small
groups. This is a time for us to share a little bit about what we’re looking for, discuss possible
meeting times, and explore what shape a group like this might take. Please RSVP to Rev. Whitney
Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org) by 9/16 it you’d like to attend — or if you’d like
more information about getting connected with an existing Circle.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Hannah Knight
Intems: Mogan Cassidy
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
Busy Bags, and books are available at the children’s tables
located in the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. —12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, Bible
stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, (pre-K - 2nd grade) are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace*. We will continue
worshipping together in the Children’s Ministry Suite by
listening to God’s Word, praying to God, and responding
through art and worship.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the month,
Communion Sunday. All children are invited to remain
in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to take part in
worship and Communion with family.

Contact Hannah Knight (hannah@firstpre-
sathens.org), Director of Children and Youth
Ministries, with any questions.

Children’s Sunday School meets in the Children’s
Ministry Suite each Sunday starting at 9:45am. Our
younger children participate in Godly Play (4 years to
2nd grade), an interactive, hands-on, reflective method
of learning and wondering about God’s great story.
Our Explorers Class (3rd - 5th grade) also learn the
stories of God’s people, through acting out stories,
worship and prayer practices, designing and playing
games, and more!

Youth Sunday School (6th - 12th grade) meets in the
PIT (youth space on basement level) kicking off each
Sunday with donuts & fellowship at 9:45am. This class
studies scripture that follows the texts of that morning’s
worship service, engaging these sacred stories alongside
games and fun converstaion. Middle and high school
small groups will meet together sometimes, as well as
in separate small groups.

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)

This Sunday evening gathering is a safe space for
both middle school (6th-8th grades) and high school
youth (9th-12th grades) to come as they are to enjoy
fellowship, dinner, games, Bible study, and prayer-- a
great way to begin the week! The theme for this year
is “Fruit of the Spirit” (as found in Galatians 5), so we
will learn about love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
and how those fruits help us to follow Christ in our
daily lives. All are welcome — bring a friend!

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:45 a.m.

Bible Basics * Moses Waddel Room

Resumes on August 30 and will not meet on September 6.
This fall, we will explore the beginning and early years
of Israel’s monarchy as recounted in the books of 1 & 2
Samuel. Justas the early Israclites did in ancient times, we
will wrestle with the questions of: Who is God? Who are
we as God’s people? What is God’s plan for us and God’s
creation? Ifyou are interested in learning how these issues
are addressed in these Old Testament texts, please join us.
Contacts: David Dantzler (jdaviddantzler@gmail.com) and
Elaine Johnson (elaine@furstpresathens. org)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
We offer an in-depth study of scripture in a collegial
environment and welcome all who seek to enrich their
understanding of the Bible and its application to our
daily lives. Several teachers rotate in leading the class
in thought-provoking discussions. Our study for the
fall is 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus in the LifeGuide Bible
Studies series published by InterVarsity Press.
Coordinator: Jerry Rogers: jrogerswiw@aol.com.

Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

Builders * Room 301

This classisa space for anyone navigating the complexities
of tamily life, relationships with children and youth,
or careers. Our time together will offer a blend of
fellowship, mutual support, Bible study, and service.
Contacts: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org) or

Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org)

New Voices ¢ Room 310

Our goal is to create joy through art, food, music,
prayer, scripture, class-led discussion, community,
open-mindedness, and inclusion. This year, we
hope to discuss a variety of topics and texts: darkness
and light, Christian Doctrine (Shirley Guthrie), and
Ecclesiastes for You and Me (John Iles).

Contact: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley-Stern

Rev. Will Norman will lead us in discussion on books
of the New Testament. On other weeks, we watch
and discuss the “Great Churches of Christianity”, a
DVD series led by Professor William Cook. All are
welcome, as are all viewpoints.

Contact: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show
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Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820
Harm. Margaret W. Mealy (b. 1922)

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

DETROIT CM

Rosamond E. Herklots, 1969, 1983
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2. How can Yourpar - don reach and bless The un - for-giv-ing heart
3. In blaz - ing light Your cross re - veals The truth we dim-1ly knew:
4. Lord, cleanse the depthswith -in = our souls And bid re-sent-ment cease.
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Come, Labor On

415

ORA LABORA  4.10.10.104
Jane Laurie Borthwick, 1859; rev. 1863; alt, Thomas Tertius Noble, 1918
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1. Come, la-bor on. Who daresstand 1 - dle on  the har-vest plain
2. Come, la-bor on. Claim the high call - ing an - gels can- not share;

3. Come, la-bor on.

A - way with gloom-y

doubts and faith-less fear!
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does the Mas-ter say, “Go work to - day.”
hours too swift-ly fly. The night draws  nigh.
may we all ful-fili God's righ - teous will.
with the set-ting sun, “Well done, well done!”
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Cuass oF 2027 Curass oF 2028 Curass oF 2029
Susan Baldwin Steven Brooks Meghan Bawcum
Bill Bushnell Courtney Dantzler Stephen Covington
Amy Cowsert Shannon Ferguson Andrew Grifteth
Matt Crim Edward W. (Ned) Phares Anne Marie Miller
Jay Holloway Holly Sheats Mike Morris
Tom Lane Lawton Stephens Leslye Queen
Joan Pinson Madeline Van Dyck Laura Toney
Paige Simmons John Webster Gail Wilfong

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney @firstpresathens. org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Mikel Williams, Director of Weekday School (mikel@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Office Administrator (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jenniter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Administrative & Communications Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Deanna Rollins, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotte @firstpresathens. org)

Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton

Mr. Justin Winstanley, Sunday Morning Manager

Ms. Morgan Cassidy, Children and Youth Ministries Intern




